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Introduction

This is the only one of the five primary romancdsch we possess in its entirety. It is of greaptén
and considerable interest. The Stichometry (s@d)pgives it only 1,600 lines: this is far tooléttit
may probably apply only to a portion of the Actisgte episodes of which, in addition to the
Martyrdom, may have been current separately. Wéndact, find some separate miracles in some of
the oriental versions.

There is a consensus of opinion among Syriac schtilat our Greek text of these Acts is a version
from Syriac. The Syriac original was edited andistated by Wright in his Apocryphal Acts, and older
fragments have since been published by Mrs. LeMasge Semiticae 1V, 1904. Mythological Acts of
the Apostles).

Certain hymns occur in the Syriac which were undedily composed in that language: most notable is
the Hymn of the Soul (edited separately by A. Av&dg and others) which is not relevant to the
context. It has been ascribed to Bardaisan the darSgrian heretic. Only one Greek MS. of the Acts
(the Vallicellian, at Rome, Bonnet's MS. U, of #leventh century) contains it; it is paraphrased by
Nicetas of Thessalonica in his Greek rechauffdefXcts.

There is, in fact, no room to doubt that the whebd of the Acts, as preserved complete in MS. t an
partially in other manuscripts, is a translatioonfrthe Syriac. But in the Martyrdom four manus&ipt
(including a very important Paris copy-Gr. 1510etdventh century, and another of ninth century)
present a quite different, and superior. text, bitduly superior in one striking point: that wheseyr.
places the great prayer of Thomas in the twelfth) s@me little time before the Martyrdom (ch. 144
sqq.), the four manuscripts place it immediatelfiplee after ch. 167, and this is certainly the gmop
place for it.

It is, | believe, still arguable (though deniedthg Syriacists) that here is a relic of the origiGeeek
text: in other words, the Acts were composed inerand early rendered into Syriac. Becoming
scarce or being wholly lost in Greek they wereamestated out of Syriac into Greek. But meanwhite th
original Greek of the Martyrdom had survived sepelyaand we have it here. This was M. Bonnet's
view, and it is one which | should like to adopt.

At the very least, we have a better text of thetptdom preserved in these four manuscripts thad in
and its congeners.

As to other versions. The Latin Passions-one pigldabGregory of Tours- have been much
adulterated. We have also Ethiopic versions of sepigodes, and there is also an Armenian one of
which little use has been made. However, versioa®little account in this case, where we hawehsu
comparatively good authorities as the Greek anth&yor the whole book.



My version is made from the Greek text, (Bonnef)3)9with an eye on the Syriac as rendered by
Wright and by Mrs. Lewis and Bevan.

ACTS OF THE HOLY APOSTLE THOMAS
The First Act, when he went into India with Abbanles merchant.

At that season all we the apostles were at Jems&anon which is called Peter and Andrew his
brother, James the son of Zebedee and John hisebré&hilip and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew
the publican, James the son of Alphaeus and Sihg&anaanite, and Judas the brother of James: and
we divided the regions of the world, that every ohas should go unto the region that fell to himal a
unto the nation whereunto the Lord sent him.

According to the lot, therefore, India fell untad&is Thomas, which is also the twin: but he would no
go, saying that by reason of the weakness of dshfhe could not travel, and 'l am an Hebrew man;
how can | go amongst the Indians and preach thie?rAnd as he thus reasoned and spake, the
Saviour appeared unto him by night and saith ta kear not, Thomas, go thou unto India and preach
the word there, for my grace is with thee. But fmla not obey, saying: Whither thou wouldest send
me, send me, but elsewhere, for unto the Indiavif hot go.

2 And while he thus spake and thought, it chanbatthere was there a certain merchant come from
India whose name was Abbanes, sent from the Kingd&phorus [Gundaphorus is a historical
personage who reigned over a part of India in itis& ¢entury after Christ. His coins bear his name
Greek, as Hyndopheres], and having commandmentHironto buy a carpenter and bring him unto
him.

Now the Lord seeing him walking in the market-plat@oon said unto him: Wouldest thou buy a
carpenter? And he said to him: Yea. And the Loid &ahim: | have a slave that is a carpenter and |
desire to sell him. And so saying he showed himnid® afar off, and agreed with him for three litrae
of silver unstamped, and wrote a deed of salengayj Jesus, the son of Joseph the carpenter,
acknowledge that | have sold my slave, Judas byenanto thee Abbanes, a merchant of
Gundaphorus, king of the Indians. And when the deasl finished, the Saviour took Judas Thomas
and led him away to Abbanes the merchant, and wbbanes saw him he said unto him: Is this thy
master? And the apostle said: Yea, he is my Londl e said: | have bought thee of him. And thy
apostle held his peace.

3 And on the day following the apostle arose eay having prayed and besought the Lord he said: |
will go whither thou wilt, Lord Jesus: thy will l#one. And he departed unto Abbanes the merchant,
taking with him nothing at all save only his prié@r the Lord had given it unto him, saying: Let th
price also be with thee, together with my gracegngboever thou goest.

And the apostle found Abbanes carrying his baggegeoard the ship; so he also began to carry it
aboard with him. And when they were embarked instiip and were set down Abbanes questioned the
apostle, saying: What craftsmanship knowest thau? e said: In wood | can make ploughs and
yokes and augers (ox-goads, Syr.), and boats asdareboats and masts and pulleys; and in stone,
pillars and temples and court-houses for kings. Abndanes the merchant said to him: Yea, it is of
such a workman that we have need. They began ¢h&ailthomeward; and they had a favourable

wind, and sailed prosperously till they reached rapalis, a royal city.

4 And they left the ship and entered into the @ty lo, there were noises of flutes and waterfmga
and trumpets sounded about them; and the apogtieéa, saying: What is this festival that is imsth
city? And they that were there said to him: The® &lave the gods brought to make merry in this city



For the king hath an only daughter, and now hetgitier in marriage unto an husband: this rejoicing,
therefore, and assembly of the wedding to-dayaddbtival which thou hast seen. And the king hath
sent heralds to proclaim everywhere that all shoolde to the marriage, rich and poor, bond and free
strangers and citizens: and if any refuse and aorhéo the marriage he shall answer for it unto the
king. And Abbanes hearing that, said to the apok#deus also go, lest we offend the king, espécial
seeing we are strangers. And he said: Let us go.

And after they had put up in the inn and restattla space they went to the marriage; and thetépos
seeing them all set down (reclining), laid himsk#,also, in the midst, and all looked upon him, as
upon a stranger and one come from a foreign lamdAbbanes the merchant, being his master, laid
himself in another place.

5 And as they dined and drank, the apostle tasidung; so they that were about him said unto him:
Wherefore art thou come here, neither eating nakohg? but he answered them, saying: | am come
here for somewhat greater than the food or thekdand that | may fulfil the king's will. For the
heralds proclaim the king's message, and whos&éeegith not to the heralds shall be subject to the
king's judgement.

So when they had dined and drunken, and garlardisirguents were brought to them, every man took
of the unguent, and one anointed his face and anbthk beard and another other parts of his boaty; b
the apostle anointed the top of his head and smi@alittle upon his nostrils, and dropped it ints h

ears and touched his teeth with it, and carefuilyisted the parts about his heart: and the wrdwih t
was brought to him, woven of myrtle and other flosydne took, and set it on his head, and took a
branch of calamus and held it in his hand.

Now the flute-girl, holding her flute in her hanglent about to them all and played, but when sheecam
to the place where the apostle was, she stoodhaveand played at his head for a long space: nasv th
flute-girl was by race an Hebrew.

6 And as the apostle continued looking on the gipone of the cup-bearers stretched forth his hand
and gave him a buffet; and the apostle lifted elyies and looked upon him that smote him and said:
My God will forgive thee in the life to come thisiquity, but in this world thou shalt show fortrshi
wonders and even now shall | behold this handhh#t smitten me dragged by dogs. And having so
said, he began to sing and to say this song:

The damsel is the daughter of light, in whom cde#lisand dwelleth the proud brightness of kings, an
the sight of her is delightful, she shineth witlab® and cheer. Her garments are like the flowers o
spring, and from them a watft of fragrance is boarg] in the crown of her head the king is estabtish
which with his immortal food (ambrosia) nourishétlem that are founded upon him; and in her head
is set truth, and with her feet she showeth farth And her mouth is opened, and it becometh hdr we
thirty and two are they that sing praises to her. tdngue is like the curtain of the door, whichveih

to and fro for them that enter in: her neck isise¢he fashion of steps which the first maker hath
wrought, and her two hands signify and show, piotlay the dance of the happy ages, and her fingers
point out the gates of the city. Her chamber igliirivith light and breatheth forth the odour ofdaath
and all spices, and giveth out a sweet smell ofimgnd Indian leaf, and within are myrtles strown o
the floor, and of all manner of odorous flowersy éime door-posts(?) are adorned with freedst. 7 And
surrounding her her groomsmen keep her, the nuofbvehom is seven, whom she herself hath
chosen. And her bridesmaids are seven, and theyedsefore her. And twelve in number are they that
serve before her and are subject unto her, whigh tieeir aim and their look toward the bridegroom,
that by the sight of him they may be enlightened} for ever shall they be with her in that etefjogl

and shall be at that marriage whereto the princegathered together and shall attend at that lenqu
whereof the eternal ones are accounted worthyshalll put on royal raiment and be clad in bright



robes; and in joy and exultation shall they botlabd shall glorify the Father of all, whose proigght
they have received, and are enlightened by the eigheir lord; whose immortal food they have
received, that hath no failing (excrementum, Syng have drunk of the wine that giveth then neithe
thirst nor desire. And they have glorified and peai with the living spirit, the Father of truth ahe
mother of wisdom.

8 And when he had sung and ended this song, @tk there present gazed upon him; and he kept
silence, and they saw that his likeness was chargegdhat which was spoken by him they understood
not, forasmuch as he was an Hebrew and that wieidphke was said in the Hebrew tongue. But the
flute-girl alone heard all of it, for she was bgeaan Hebrew and she went away from him and played
to the rest, but for the most part she gazed avkelb upon him, for she loved him well, as a man of
her own nation; moreover he was comely to look upeyond all that were there. And when the flute-
girl had played to them all and ended, she sat dmwen against him, gazing and looking earnestly
upon him. But he looked upon no man at all, neitbek heed of any but only kept his eyes looking
toward the ground, waiting the time when he migipatt thence.

But the cup-bearer that had buffeted him went dtawthe well to draw water; and there chanced to be
a lion there, and it slew him and left him lyingtivat place, having torn his lirmbs in pieces, and
forthwith dogs seized his members, and among thesrbtack dog holding his right hand in his mouth
bare it into the place of the banquet.

9 And all when they saw it were amazed and inquivbth of them it was that was missing. And
when it became manifest that it was the hand ottigebearer which had smitten the apostle, theflut
girl brake her flute and cast it away and went saddown at the apostle's feet, saying: This ieeia
god or an apostle of God, for | heard him say entlebrew tongue: ' | shall now see the hand thit ha
smitten me dragged by dogs', which thing ye als@ mow beheld; for as he said, so hath it come
about. And some believed her, and some not.

But when the king heard of it, he came and saitieapostle: Rise up and come with me, and pray for
my daughter: for she is mine only-begotten, andag- give her in marriage. But the apostle was not
willing to go with him, for the Lord was not yetu@aled unto him in that place. But the king led him
away against his will unto the bride-chamber thanbtfight pray for them.

10 And the apostle stood, and began to pray aspdak thus: My Lord and mv God, that travellest
with thy servants, that guidest and correctest ttiehbelieve in thee, the refuge and rest of the
oppressed, the hope of the poor and ransomer tif’eapthe physician of the souls that lie sick and
saviour of all creation, that givest life unto terld and strengthenest souls; thou knowest things
come, and by our means accomplishest them: thad &xdthe that revealeth hidden mysteries and
maketh manifest words that are secret: thou Lartharplanter of the good tree, and of thine haards
all good works engendered: thou Lord art he thanaall things and passest through all, and drirse
all thy works and manifested in the working of thaln Jesus Christ, Son of compassion and perfect
saviour, Christ, Son of the living God, the undadnpower that hast overthrown the enemy, and the
voice that was heard of the rulers, and made ail fowers to quake, the ambassador that wast sent
from the height and camest down even unto hell, dilst open the doors and bring up thence them
that for many ages were shut up in the treasudadfness, and showedst them the way that leadeth up
unto the height: | beseech thee, Lord Jesu, ama offto thce supplication for these young persibrad,
thou wouldest do for them the things that shalplibém and be expedient and profitable for thend An
he laid his hands on them and said: The Lord &leallith you, and left them in that place and
departed.

11 And the king desired the groomsmen to deparbbtite bride-chamber; and when all were gone out
and the doors were shut, the bridegrroom liftedhepcurtain of the bride-chamber to fetch the bride



unto him. And he saw the Lord Jesus bearing tlenkks of Judas Thomas and speaking with the
bride; even of him that but now had blessed thedhgame out from them, the apostle; and he saith
unto him: Wentest thou not out in the sight of &li®v then art thou found here? But the Lord said to
him: I am not Judas which is also called Thomad bt his brother. And the Lord sat down upon the
bed and bade them also sit upon chairs, and begsaytunto them:

12 Remember, my children, what my brother spake yoti and what he delivered before you: and
know this, that if ye abstain from this foul intetsse, ye become holy temples, pure, being quit of
impulses and pains, seen and unseen, and ye willramo cares of life or of children, whose end is
destruction: and if indeed ye get many childrentheir sakes ye become grasping and covetous,
stripping orphans and overreaching widows, anddbgiang subject yourselves to grievous
punishments. For the more part of children becosategs oppressed of devils, some openly and some
invisibly, for they become either lunatic or halitmered or blind or deaf or dumb or paralytic or

foolish; and if they be sound, again they will @y doing useless or abominable acts, for thelbail
caught either in adultery or murder or theft omfoation, and by all these wvill ye be afflicted.

But if ye be persuaded and keep your souls chastedGod, there will come unto you living children
whom these blemishes touch not, and ye shall deowitcare, leading a tranquil life without grief or
anxiety, looking to receive that incorruptible ange marriage, and ye shall be therein groomsmen
entering into that bride-chamber which is full mfmortality and light.

13 And when the young people heard these thingy, liblieved the Lord and gave themselves up unto
him, and abstained from foul desire and continwggassing the night in that place. And the Lord
departed from before them, saying thus: The gratieed_ord shall be with you.

And when the morning was come the king came to ineeb and furnished a table and brought it in
before the bridegroom and the bride. And he folnedrt sitting over against each other and the face of
the bride he found unveiled, and the bridegroom rigde joyful.

And the mother came unto the bride and said: Witgssithou so, child, and art not ashamed, buasart
if thou hadst lived with thine husband a long se&sénd her father said: Because of thy great love
toward thine husband dost thou not even veil tliysel

14 And the bride answered and said: Verily, fatham in great love, and | pray my Lord that thedo
which | have perceived this night may abide with ar&d | will ask for that husband of whom | have
learned to-day: and therefore | will no more vejlself, because the mirror (veil) of shame is rendove
from me; and therefore am | no more ashamed ohadabecause the deed of shame and confusion is
departed far from me; and that | am not confoundes because my astonishment hath not continued
with me; and that | am in cheerfulness and joi liecause the day of my joy hath not been troybled
and that | have set at nought this husband andrthrsiage that passeth away from before mine dalyes,
is because | am joined in another marriage; and thave had no intercourse with a husband that is
temporal, whereof the end is with lasciviousnesslatierness of soul, it is because | am yoked anto
true husband.

15 And while the bride was saying yet more thag, tthie bridegroom answered and said: | give thee
thanks, O Lord, that hast been proclaimed by tteager, and found in us; who hast removed me far
from corruption and sown life in me; who hast rié of this disease that is hard to be healed areticur
and abideth for ever, and hast implanted sobettheame; who hast shown me thyself and revealed
unto me all my state wherein | am; who hast redeleme from falling and led me to that which is
better, and set me free from temporal things andenmae worthy of those that are immortal and
everlasting; that hast made thyself lowly even déevme and my littleness, that thou mayest present
me unto thy greatness and unite me unto thyselb; kast not withheld thine own bowels from me that
was ready to perish, but hast shown me how to ssslelf and know who | was, and who and in what



manner | now am, that | may again become that whweas: whom | knew not, but thyself didst seek
me out: of whom | was not aware, but thyself hakeh me to thee: whom | have perceived, and now
am not able to be unmindful of him: whose love latinnvithin me, and | cannot speak it as is fit, but
that which | am able to say of it is little and stya and not fitly proportioned unto his glory: yet
blameth me not that presume to say unto him ewarvthich | know not: for it is because of his love
that | say even this much.

16 Now when the king heard these things from tidelgroom and the bride, he rent his clothes and
said unto them that stood by him: Go forth quickhd go about the whole city, and take and bring me
that man that is a sorcerer who by ill fortune cam® this city; for with mine own hands | brought
him into this house, and | told him to pray ovestmine ill-starred daugllter; and whoso findetldan
bringeth him to me, | will give him whatsoever teketh of me. They went, therefore and went about
seeking him, and found him not; for he had set $hiéy went also unto the inn where he had lodged
and found there the flute-girl weeping and afflicteecause he had not taken her with him. And when
they told her the matter that had befallen withytbeng people she was exceeding glad at hearing it,
and put away her grief and said: Now have | alsmdbrest here. And she rose up and went unto them,
and was with them a long time, until they had istied the king also. And many of the brethren also
gathered there until they heard the report of geste, that he was come unto the cities of Indh a
was teaching there: and they departed and joiresdghlves unto him.

The Second Act: concerning his coming unto the Ksumdaphorus.

17 Now when the apostle was come into the citidadifs with Abbanes the merchant, Abbanes went
to salute the king Gundaphorus, and reported todfithe carpenter whom he had brought with him.
And the king was glad, and commanded him to conte im. So when he was come in the king said
unto him: What craft understandest thou? The apasild unto him: The craft of carpentering and of
building. The king saith unto him: What craftsmapskthen, knowest thou in wood, and what in stone?
The apostle saith: In wood: ploughs, yokes, gopdieys, and boats and oars and masts; and in:stone
plllars, temples, and court-houses for kings. Amelking said: Canst thou build me a palace? And he
answered: Yea, | can both build and furnish it;tiothis end am | come, to build and to do the wafrk

a carpenter.

18 And the king took him and went out of the cites and began to speak with him on the way
concerning the building of the court-house, antheffoundations, how they should be laid, untilythe
came to the place wherein he desired that theibgikhould be; and he said: Here will | that the
building should be. And the apostle said: Yeatliss place is suitable for the building. But thaqs

was woody and there was much water there. So tigeddid: Begin to build. But he said: | cannot
begin to build now at this season. And the kingl:séaihen canst thou begin? And he said: | will begin
in the month Dius and finish in Xanthicus. But #ieg marvelled and said: Every building is builded
in summer, and canst thou in this very winter baitddl make ready a palace? And the apostle said:
Thus it must be, and no otherwise is it possibled &e king said: If, then, this seem good to thee,
draw me a plan, how the work shall be, becausall stturn hither after some long time. And the
apostle took a reed and drew, measuring the ptancethe doors he set toward the sunrising to look
toward the light, and the windows toward the weghe breezes, and the bakehouse he appointed to be
toward the south and the aqueduct for the sereweard the north. And the king saw it and said ® th
apostle: Verily thou art a craftsman and it belittthee to be a servant of kings. And he left much
money with him and departed from him.

19 And from time to time he sent money and provisend victual for him and the rest of the
workmen. But Thomas receiving it all dispensedaing about the cities and the villages round about
distributing and giving alms to the poor and aféat, and relieving them, saying: The king knoweth
how to obtain recompense fit for kings, but at timee it is needful that the poor should have



refreshment.

After these things the king sent an ambassadorthetapostle, and wrote thus: Signify unto me what
thou hast done or what | shall send thee, or oftwWiwu hast need. And the apostle sent unto him,
saying: The palace (praetorium) is builded and dméyroof remaineth. And the king hearing it sent
him again gold and silver (lit. unstamped), andte/manto him: Let the palace be roofed, if it is €on
And the apostle said unto the Lord: | thank theleo@l in all things, that thou didst die for a kttl

space that | might live for ever in thee, and thau hast sold me that by me thou mightest set free
many. And he ceased not to teach and to refreshftiited, saying: This hath the Lord dispensetbun
you, and he giveth unto every man his food: forshtae nourisher of orphans and steward of the
widows, and unto all that are afflicted he is riediad rest.

20 Now when the king came to the city he inquirédis friends concerning the palace which Judas
that is called Thomas was building for him. Andytheld him: Neither hath he built a palace nor done
aught else of that he promised to perform, butdetlgabout the cities and countries, and whatsoever
he hath he giveth unto the poor, and teachetmefaGod, and healeth the sick, and driveth outlglevi
and doeth many other wonderful things; and we think to be a sorcerer. Yet his compassions and his
cures which are done of him freely, and moreoversimplicity and kindness of him and his faith, do
declare that he is a righteous man or an apostleeafiew God whom he preacheth; for he fasteth
continually and prayeth, and eateth bread onlyh wétlt, and his drink is water, and he wearetlobet
garment alike in fair weather and in winter, ancereeth nought of any man, and that he hath helgive
unto others. And when the king heard that, he rdibtie face with his hands, and shook his head for a
long space.

21 And he sent for the merchant which had brought and for the apostle, and said unto him: Hast
thou built me the palace? And he said: Yea. Anckthg said: When, then, shall we go and see it? but
he answered him and said: Thou canst not see itlmawvhen thou departest this life, then thoutshal
see it. And the king was exceeding wroth, and conted both the merchant and Judas which is called
Thomas to be put in bonds and cast into prisort hatshould inquire and learn unto whom the king's
money had been given, and so destroy both himhendherchant.

And the apostle went unto the prison rejoicing, said to the merchant: Fear thou nothing, only
believe in the God that is preached by me, and $hait indeed be set free from this world, but from
the world to come thou shalt receive life. And kigg took thought with what death he should destroy
them. And when he had determined to flay them aive burn them with fire, in the same night Gad
the king's brother fell sick, and by reason ofu@gation and the deceit which the king had sufféred
was greatly oppressed; and sent for the king aiddusdo him: O king my brother, | commit unto thee
mine house and my children; for | am vexed by reagdhe provocation that hath befallen thee, and
lo, | die; and if thou visit not with vengeance apgbe head of that sorcerer, thou wilt give my soul
rest in hell. And the king said to his brother: &lis night have | considered how | should put kom
death and this hath seemed good to me, to flayanignburn him with fire, both him and the merchant
which brought him (Syr. Then the brother of thegkgaid to him: And if there be anything else tisat i
worse than this, do it to him; and | give thee geasf my house and my children).

22 And as they talked together, the soul of hisHmoGad departed. And the king mourned sore for
Gad, for he loved him much, and commanded thahbeld be buried in royal and precious apparel
(Syr. sepulchre). Now after this angels took thd 6 Gad the king's brother and bore it up into
heaven, showing unto him the places and dwellihgswere there, and inquired of him: In which
place wouldest thou dwell? And when they drew nedio the building of Thomas the apostle which he
had built for the king, Gad saw it and said un® @ngels: | beseech you, my lords, suffer me tdldwe
in one of the lowest rooms of these. And they saidim: Thou canst not dwell in this building. Ahd
said: Wherefore ? And they say unto him: This & thalace which that Christian builded for thy



brother. And he said: | beseech you, my lords esuffe to go to my brother, that | may buy this pala
of him, for my brother knoweth not of what sorisit and he will sell it unto me.

23 Then the angels let the soul of Gad go. Andhag were putting his grave clothes upon him, his
soul entered into him and he said to them thatds&tmut him: Call my brother unto me, that | maly as
one petition of him. Straightway therefore theylttile king, saying: Thy brother is revived. And the
king ran forth with a great company and came uigdlother and entered in and stood by his bed as
one amazed, not being able to speak to him. An@roither said: | know and am persuaded, my
brother, that if any man had asked of thee thedfdty kingdom, thou wouldest have given it hinn fo
my sake; therefore | beg of thee to grant me omeuiawhich | ask of thee, that thou wouldest sedl m
that which | ask of thee. And the king answered said: And what is it which thou askest me to sell
thee? And he said: Convince me by an oath thatwhibgrant it me. And the king sware unto him:
One of my possessions, whatsoever thou shalt agK,dive thee. And he saith to him: Sell me that
palace which thou hast in the heavens ? And thg $a&d: Whence should | have a palace in the
heavens? And he said: Even that which that Chmigtialt for thee which is now in the prison, whom
the merchant brought unto thee, having purchasadhbne Jesus: | mean that Hebrew slave whom
thou desiredst to punish as having suffered detéiis hand: whereat | was grieved and died, and am
now revived.

24 Then the king considering the matter, undersibofithose eternal benefits which should come to
him and which concerned him, and said: That palae@not sell thee, but | pray to enter into it and
dwell therein and to be accounted worthy of theamiters of it, but if thou indeed desirest to bugls

a palace, lo, the man liveth and shall build thee loetter than it. And forthwith he sent and brdugh
out of prison the apostle and the merchant thatshasup with him, saying: | entreat thee, as a man
that entreateth the minister of God, that thou west pray for me and beseech him whose minister
thou art to forgive me and overlook that which véaone unto thee or thought to do, and that | may
become a worthy inhabiter of that dwelling for thieich | took no pains, but thou hast builded it for
me, labouring alone, the grace of thy God workinthshee, and that | also may become a servant and
serve this God whom thou preachest. And his braitser fell down before the apostle and said: |
entreat and supplicate thee before thy God thatyl become worthy of his ministry and service, and
that it may fall to me to be worthy of the thingsit were shown unto me by his angels.

25 And the apostle, filled with joy, said: | praikee, O Lord Jesu, that thou hast revealed thily tru
these men; for thou only art the God of truth, ande other, and thou art he that knoweth all things
that are unknown to the most; thou, Lord, art la i all things showest compassion and sparest men
For men by reason of the error that is in them lanezlooked thee but thou hast not overlooked them.
And now at mv supplication and request do thouivecne king and his brother and join them unto
thy fold, cleansing them with thy washing and atinmpthem with thine oil from the error that
encompasseth them: and keep them also from theegidbearing them into thy meadows. And give
them drink out of thine immortal fountain whichnisither fouled nor drieth up; for they entreat and
supplicate thee and desire to become thy servadtsiaisters, and for this they are content evepeto
persecuted of thine enemies, and for thy sake teabed of them and to be mocked and to die, like as
thou for our sake didst suffer all these thingaf thou mightest preserve us, thou that art Lol an
verily the good shepherd. And do thou grant themaee confidence in thee alone, and the succour
that cometh of thee and the hope of their salvatibith they look for from thee alone; and that they
may be grounded in thy mysteries and receive thfiegegood of thy graces and gifts, and flourish in
thy ministry and come to perfection in thy Father.

26 Being therefore wholly set upon the apostlehtloé king Gundaphorus and Gad his brother
followed him and departed not from him at all, dnely also relieved them that had need giving unto
all and refreshing all. And they besought him thaty also might henceforth receive the seal of the



word, saying unto him: Seeing that our souls ateistire and eager toward God, give thou us thie sea
for we have heard thee say that the God whom theachest knoweth his own sheep by his seal. And
the apostle said unto them: | also rejoice anceantrou to receive this seal, and to partake wihmm
this eucharist and blessing of the Lord, and tonbee perfect therein. For this is the Lord and Giod
all, even Jesus Christ whom | preach, and he isather of truth, in whom | have taught you to
believe. And he commanded them to bring oil, thattmight receive the seal by the oil. They brought
the oil therefore, and lighted many lamps; for &smight (Syr. whom | preach: and the king gave
orders that the bath should be closed for seves, @ that no man should bathe in it: and when the
seven days were done, on the eighth day they 8meged into the bath by night that Judas might
baptize them. And many lamps were lighted in thi)a

27 And the apostle arose and sealed them. Anddhe&Was revealed unto them by a voice, saying:
Peace be unto you brethren. And they heard hig\aity, but his likeness they saw not, for they had
not yet received the added sealing of the seal (fag not been baptized). And the apostle toolothe
and poured it upon their heads and anointed ansgned them, and began to say (Syr. And Judas went
up and stood upon the edge of the cistern and gaalre@pon their heads and said):

Come, thou holy name of the Christ that is aboweryemame.

Come, thou power of the Most High, and the compasiat is perfect.
Come, gift (charism) of the Most High.

Come, compassionate mother.

Come, communion of the male.

Come, she that revealeth the hidden mysteries.

Come, mother of the seven houses, that thy restbmay the eighth house.

Come, elder of the five members, mind, thoughteotibn, consideration, reason; communicate with
these young men.

Come, holy spirit, and cleanse their reins and theart, and give them the added seal, in the rdmMe
the Father and Son and Holy Ghost.

And when they were sealed, there appeared unto &hgwath holding a lighted torch, so that their
lamps became dim at the approach of the light tiefend he went forth and was no more seen of
them. And the apostle said unto the Lord: Thy light_ord, is not to be contained by us, and we are
not able to bear it, for it is too great for oughdi

And when the dawn came and it was morning, he boad@d and made them partakers of the eucharist
of the Christ. And they were glad and rejoiced.

And many others also, believing, were added to treard came into the refuge of the Saviour.

28 And the apostle ceased not to preach and tardgaythem: Ye men and women, boys and girls,
young men and maidens, strong men and aged, wHhathdror free, abstain from fornication and
covetousness and the service of the belly: for utigese three heads all iniquity cometh about. For
fornication blindeth the mind and darkeneth theseyfethe soul, and is an impediment to the life
(conversation) of the body, turning the whole matoweakness and casting the whole body into
sickness. And greed putteth the soul into fearsdraine; being within the body it seizeth upon the
goods of others, and is under fear lest if it nestither men's goods to their owner it be put torsh
And the service of the belly casteth the soul thtmughts and cares and vexations, taking thoughttle
come to be in want, and have need of those thiragsare far from it. If, then, ye be rid of these y
become free of care and grief and fear, and thde#bwith you which was said by the Saviour: Take



no thought for the morrow, for the morrow shalléakought for the things of itself. Remember also
that word of him of whom | spake: Look at the rav@amd see the fowls of the heaven, that they neithe
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and God digtlensito them; how much more unto you, O ye of
little faith? But look ye for his coming and havewy hope in him and believe on his name. For he is
the judge of quick and dead, and he giveth to egagyaccording to their deeds, and at his cominlg an
his latter appearing no man hath any word of exedsn he is to be judged by him, as though he had
not heard. For his heralds do proclaim in the fpuarters (climates) of the world. Repent ye, thanesf
and believe the promise and receive the yoke okmeses and the light burden, that ye may live and
not die. These things get, these keep. Come fdittiecdarkness that the light may receive you! Come
unto him that is indeed good, that ye may receraegof him and implant his sign in your souls.

29 And when he had thus spoken, some of them thadl $y said: It is time for the creditor to reaeiv
the debt. And he said unto them: He that is lorthefdebt desireth alway to receive more; butget u
give him that which is due. And he blessed therd,tank bread and oil and herbs and salt and blessed
and gave unto them; but he himself continued Hs§ far the Lord's day was coming on (Syr. And he
himself ate, because the Sunday was dawning).

And when night fell and he slept, the Lord came stodd at his head, saying: Thomas, rise early, and
having blessed them all, after the prayer and timéstry go by the eastern road two miles and there
will I show thee my glory: for by thy going shallamy take refuge with me, and thou shalt bring to
light the nature and power of the enemy. And he 1gsfrom sleep and said unto the brethren thag wer
with him: Children, the Lord would accomplish sonf@atby me to-day, but let us pray, and entreat of
him that we may have no impediment toward him,tbat as at all times, so now also it may be done
according to his desire and will by us. And havsagsaid, he laid his hands on them and blessed them
and brake the bread of the eucharist and gaventtaying: This encharist shall be unto you for
compassion and mercy, and not unto judgement danbugon. And they said Amen.

Note by Professor F. C. Burliitt, D.D.

In the Acts of Thomas, 27, the apostle, being abmbaptize Gundaphorus the king of India with his
brother Gad, invokes the holy name of the Christ, @among other invocations says (according to the
best Greek text):

'‘Come, O elder of the five members, mind, ideaygiintfulness, consideration, reasoning,
communicate with these youths.’

What is the essential distinction of these five dgofor 'mind’, and what is ment by the 'elder’
(presbuteros, greek)? We turn to the Syriac, astigenal language in which our tale was composed
though our present text, which rests here on twouseripts, has now and then been bowdlerized in
the direction of more conventional phraseologyraess that the Greek has often escaped. Here in th
Syriac we find (Wright, p.193, 1.13; E.Tr., p.16&st line but one):

" Come, Messenger of reconciliation, and commuaieath the minds of these youths.'

The word for '‘Come' is fem., while ‘Messenger' éidda) is masc. This is because the whole prayer is
an invocation of the Holy Spirit, which in old Sgd is invariably treated as feminine. The word for
Messenger is that used in thc Manichaean cosmofgorayheavenly Spirit sent from the Divine Light:
this Spirit appeared as androgynous, so that theithe word here with the feminine verb is not
inappropriate. It further leads us to look outdtiner indications of Manichaean phraseology in the
passage. But first it suggests to us that [presbsitén our passage is a corruption of, or is Used
[presbeutes], 'an ambassador'.

As for the five words for ‘'mind’, they are cleatie equivalents of [hauna, mad'a, re'yana,
mahshebhatha, tar'itha], named by Theodore bar iKd®tine Five Shekhinas, or Dwellings, or



Manifestations, of the Father of Greatness, the iy which the Manichaeans spoke of the ultimate
Source of Light. There is a good discussion ofeatfege words by M. A. Kugener in F. Cumont's
[Recherches sur le Manicheisme] i, p. 10, not& Eriglish we may say:

hauna means 'sanity’

mad'a means ‘reason’

re'yana means 'mind'
mahshabhetha means 'imagination’
tar'itha means 'intention’

The Greek terms, used here and also in Acta Argh8laare in my opinion merely equivalents for the
Syriac terms.

Act the Third: concerning the servent

30 And the apostle went forth to go where the Umad bidden him; and when he was near to the
second mile (stone) and had turned a little odhefway, he saw the body of a comely youth lyingl a
said: Lord, is it for this that thou hast brougle forth, to come hither that | might see this (fria
temptation? thy will therefore be done as thouréssi And he began to pray and to say: O Lord, the
judge of quick and dead, of the quick that stan@y the dead that lie here, and master and father
all things; and father not only of the souls th&t ia bodies but of them that have gone forth efith

for of the souls also that are in pollutions (aldies) thou art lord and judge; come thou at tbisrh
wherein | call upon thee and show forth thy gloppn him that lieth here. And he turned himself unto
them that followed him and said: This thing is noine to pass without cause, but the enemy hath
effected it and brought it about that he may as$¢&ulus thereby; and see ye that he hath not msele
of another sort, nor wrought through any other ttnreasave that which is his subjcct.

31 And when he had so said, a great (Syr. blackes¢ (dragon) came out of a hole, beating with his
head and shaking his tail upon the ground, and (uging) a loud voice said unto the apostle: | vl
before thee the cause wherefor | slew this macedimou art come hither for that end, to reprove my
works. And the apostle said: Yea, say on. And drpent: There is a certain beautiful woman in this
village over against us; and as she passed by nmy(place) | saw her and was enamoured of her, and
| followed her and kept watch upon her; and | fotimd youth kissing her, and he had intercoursé wit
her and did other shameful acts with her: and feritnwas easy to declare them before thee, foolhkn
that thou art the twin brother of the Christ anda abolishest our nature (Syr. easy for me tolsaty,

to thee | do not dare to utter them because | kinatvthe ocean-flood of the Messiah will destroy ou
nature): but because | would not affright hereshim not at that time, but waited for him till he
passed by in the evening and smote and slew hithegimecially because he adventured to do this upon
the Lord's day.

And the apostlc inquired of him, saying: Tell mendfat seed and of what race thou art. 32 And e sai
unto him: | am a reptile of the reptile nature aodtious son of the noxious father: of him that raurd
smote the four brethren which stood upright (onr.:3lye elerments or four cardinal points may be
meant) | am son to him that sitteth on a throne alldhe earth that receiveth back his own froenth
that borrow: | am son to him that girdeth aboutgpbere: and | am kin to him that is outside the
ocean, whose tail is set in his own mouth: | anthla¢ entered through the barrier (fence) into paead
and spake with Eve the things which my father bradespeak unto her: | am he that kindled and
inflamed Cain to kill his own brother, and on maeount did thorns and thistles grow up in theheart

| am he that cast down the angels from above anddthem in lusts after women, that children born
of earth might come of them and | might work mylwilthem: | am he that hardened Pharaoh's heart



that he should slay the children of Israel andaresthem with the yoke of cruelty: | am he thatseal
the multitude to err in the wilderness when theylenthe calf: | am he that inflamed Herod and
enkindled Caiaphas unto false accusation of agferb Pilate; for this was fitting to me: | am et
stirred up Judas and bribed him to deliver up thast. | am he that inhabiteth and holdeth the defep
hell (Tartarus), but the Son of God hath wronges] against my will, and taken (chosen) them that
were his own from me: | am kin to him that is tov@from the east, unto whom also power is given to
do what he will upon the earth.

33 And wllen that serpent had spoken these thimgjse hearing of all the people, the apostle lifipd

his voice on high and said: Cease thou henceflrtinost shameless one, and be put to confusion and
die wholly, for the end of thy destruction is coraad dare not to tell of what thou hast done bynthe
that have become subject unto thee. And | chamge iththe name of that Jesus who until now
contendeth with you for the men that are his olwat thou suck out thy venom which thou hast put
into this man, and draw it forth and take it frormhBut the serpent said: Not yet is the end oftoue
come as thou hast said. Wherefore compellest thotortake back that which | have put into this man,
and to die before my time? for mine own father, whe shall draw forth and suck out that which he
hath cast into the creation, then shall his endecénd the apostle said unto him: Show, then, rfeav t
nature of thy father. And the serpent came nearsahtlis mouth upon the wound of the young man
and sucked forth the gall out of it. And by litHed little the colour of the young man which was as
purple, became white, but the serpent swelled ng.\vdhen the serpent had drawn up all the gall into
himself, the young man leapt up and stood, anénaifell at the apostle's feet: but the serpemtgoei
swelled up, burst and died, and his venom andvwgai shed forth; and in the place where his venom
was shed there came a great gulf, and that sen@enswallowed up therein. And the apostle said unto
the king and his brother: Take workmen and filltbat place, and lay foundations and build houses
upon them, that it may be a dwelling-place forragexs.

34 But the youth said unto the apostle with maayseWherein have | sinned against thee? for thibu a
a man that hast two forms, and wheresoever thautivdre thou art found, and art restrained of no
man, as | behold. For | saw that man that stoothbg and said unto thee: | have many wonders to
show forth by thy means and | have great workstmmplish by thee, for which thou shalt receive a
reward; and thou shalt make many to live, and 8@}l be in rest in light eternal as children ofdGo

Do thou then, saith he, speaking unto thee of miekgn this youth that hath been stricken of the
enemy and be at all times his overseer. Well, tbezgart thou come hither, and well shalt thouadep
again unto him, and yet he never shall leave thaaytime. But | am become without care or
reproach: and he hath enlightened me from theafatee night and | am at rest from the toil of the
day: and | am set free from him that provoked méaahus, sinning against him that taught me to do
contrary thereto: and | have lost him that is tmsikan of the night that compelled me to sin by his
own deeds, and have found him that is of the light] is my kinsman. | have lost him that darkeneth
and blindeth his own subjects that they may notkndnat they do and, being ashamed at their own
works, may depart from him, and their works comariend; and have found him whose works are
light and his deeds truth, which if a man doethdpenteth not of them. And | have left him with

whom lying abideth, and before whom darkness gasth veil, and behind him followeth shame,
shameless in indolence; and | have found him thatveth me fair things that | may take hold on them,
even the son of the truth that is akin unto concettb scattereth away the mist and enlighteneth his
own crcation, and healeth the wounds thereof aedtioroweth the enemies thereof. But | beseech
thee, O man of God, cause me to behold him agath{asee him that is now become hidden from me,
that | may also hear his voice whereof | am noé ablexpress the wonder, for it belongeth not éo th
nature of this bodily organ.

[Before this speech Syr. (Wright) inserts one afadength, chiefly about man's free will and f&alt



the fifth-century palimpsest edited by Mrs. Lewigees with the Greek.]

35 And the apostle answered him, saying: If thquatiefrom these things whereof thou hast received
knowledge, as thou hast said, and if thou know visthat hath wrought this in thee, and learn and
become a hearer of him whom now in thy fervent lina seekest; thou shalt both see him and be
with him for ever, and in his rest shalt thou restg shalt be in his joy. But if thou be slacklgmbsed
toward him and turn again unto thy former deedd,laave that beauty and that bright countenance
which now was showed thee, and forget the shinfrigsolight which now thou desirest, not only wilt
thou be bereaved of this life but also of that whito come and thou wilt depart unto him whonutho
saidst thou hadst lost, and will no more behold Winom thou saidst thou hadst found.

36 And when the apostle had said this, he wenttheaity holding the hand of that youth, and sgyin
unto him: These things which thou hast seen, migcare but a few of the many which God hath, for
he doth not give us good tidings concerning thbseys that are seen, but greater things than these
doth he promise us; but so long as we are in tle la@ are not able to speak and show forth those
which he shall give unto our souls. If we say thegiveth us light, it is this which is seen, arellvave
it: and if we say it of wealth, which is and appethrin the world, we name it (we speak of something
which is in the world, Syr.), and we need it not, it hath been said: Hardly shall a rich man emtter
the kingdom of heaven: and if we speak of appdrediment wherewith they that are luxurious in this
life are clad, it is named (we mention somethirag thobles wear, Syr.), and it hath been said: Thaty
wear soft raiment are in the houses of kings. Amd costiy banquets, concerning these we have
received a commandment to beware of them, not tedighed down With revelling and drunkenness
and cares of this life -speaking of things that ared it hath been said: Take no thought for ydar |
(soul), what ye shall eat or what ye shall dringitimer for your body, what ye shall put on, for Hual

is more than the meat and the body than the rairAexl of rest, if we speak of this temporal rest, a
judgement is appointed for this also. But we spefake world which is above, of God and angels, of
watchers and holy ones of the immortal (ambro$wyl and the drink of the true vine, of raimentttha
endureth and groweth not old, of things which egthmot seen nor ear heard, neither have they
entered into the heart of sinful men, the thingscliGod hath prepared for them that love him. Of
these things do we converse and of these do wg fgdad tidings. Do thou therefore also believe on
him that thou mayest live, and put thy trust in hand thou shalt not die. For he is not persuadéd w
gifts, that thou shouldest offer them to him, neitts he in need of sacrifices, that thou shouldest
sacrifice unto him. But look thou unto him, andwi# not overlook thee; and turn unto him, and he
will not forsake thee. For his comeliness and leiauty will make thee wholly desirous to love him:
and indeed he permitteth thee not to turn thyse#ya

37 And when the apostle had said these thingsthato/outh, a great multitude joined themselves unt
them. And the apostle looked and saw them raisiagselves on high that they might see him, and
they were going up into high places; and the apastid unto them: Ye men that are come unto the
assembly of Christ, and would believe on Jesug, ¢éalample hereby, and see that if ye be not liffed
ye cannot see me who am little, and are not abdépyane out who am like unto you. If, then, ye
cannot see me who am like you unless ye lift ydueseup a little from the earth, how can ye see him
that dwelleth in the height and now is found in degth, unless ye first lift yourselves up out otiy
former conversation, and your unprofitable deedd,your desires that abide not, and the wealthishat
left here, and the possession of earth that groalethand the raiment that corrupteth, and the tyeau
that waxeth old and vanisheth away, and yet mor@fthne whole body wherein all these things are
stored up, and which groweth old and becometh deisirning unto its own nature? For it is the body
which maintaineth all these things. But ratherdaadion our Lord Jesus Christ, vwvhom we preach, that
your hope may be in him and in him ye may haveuifeld without end, that he may become your
fellow traveller in this land of error, and may toeyou an harbour in this troublous sea. And hdl Hlea



to you a fountain springing up in this thirsty lagwad a chamber fill of food in this place of thdmatt
hunger, and a rest unto your souls, yea, and agaygor your bodies.

38 Then the multitude of them that were gathergdtteer hearing these things wept, and said unto the
apostle: O man of God, the God whom thou preachestiare not say that we are his, for the works
which we have done are alien unto him and not pigas him; but if he will have compassion on us
and pity us and save us, overlooking our formeddgeand will set us free from the evils which we
committed being in error, and not impute them wrgmor make remembrance of our former sins, we
will become his servants and will accomplish hif wito the end. And the apostle answered them and
said: He reckoneth not against you, neither tagetiount of the sins which ye committed being in
error, but overlooketh your transgressions whiclhgee done in ignorance.

The Fourth Act: concerning the colt

39 And while the apostle yet stood in the highwag apake with the multitude, A she ass's colt came
and stood before him (Syr. adds, And Judas saisinibt without the direction of God that this codts
come hither. But to thee | say, O colt that bydhece of our Lord there shall be given to thee cipee
before these multitudes who are standing heregartiou say whatsoever thou wilt, that they may
believe in the God of truth whom we preach. Andrtieuth of the colt was opened, and it spake by the
power of our Lord and said to him) and opened ibsithh and said: Thou twin of Christ, apostle of the
Most High and initiate in the hidden word of Chrgto receivest his secret oracles, fellow worker
with the Son of God, who being free hast becomeraliman, and being sold hast brought many into
liberty. Thou kinsman of the great race that hathdemned the enemy and redeemed his own, that hast
become an occasion of life unto man in the lanthefindians; for thou hast come (against thy will,
Syr.) unto men that were in error, and by thy appgaand thy divine words they are now turning unto
the God of truth which sent thee: mount and sitnup@ and repose thyself until thou enter into the
city. And the apostle answered and said: O JesisiQ/&on) that understandest the perfect mercy! O
tranquillity and quiet that now art spoken of (dpest, Syr.) by (among) brute beasts! O hidden rest,
that art manifested by thy working, Saviour of ngl @aourisher, keeping us and resting in alien &die
O Saviour of our souls! spring that is sweet ani@iling; fountain secure and clear and never petut
defender and helper in the fight of thine own setsaturning away and scaring the enemy from us,
that fightest in many battles for us and makestargjuerors in all; our true and undefeated champion
(athlete); our holy and victorious captain: glosand giving unto thine own a joy that never pdsset
away, and a relief wherein is none affliction; ga@bepherd that givest thyself for thine own sheeg,
hast vanquished the wolf and redeemed thine owbhdaand led them into a good pasture: we glorify
and praise thee and thine invisible Father ancetholy sipirit [and] the mother of all creation.

40 And when the apostle had said these thingthealnultitude that were there looked upon him,
expecting to hear what he would answer to the Aol the apostle stood a long time as it were
astonied, and looked up into heaven and said todheOf whom art thou and to whom belongest
thou? for marvellous are the things that are shifmsth by thy mouth, and amazing and such as are
hidden frorn the many. And the colt answered amdt $@am of that stock that served Balaam, and thy
lord also and teacher sat upon one that appertaimtedme by race. And | also have now been sent to
give thee rest by thy sitting upon me: and (thaaly receive (Syr. these may be confirmed in) faith
and unto me may be added that portion which nawall seceive by thy service wherewith | serve
thee; and when | have ministered unto thee, it sleelaken from me. And the apostle said unto him:
He is able who granted thee this gift, to cause ltte fulfilled unto the end in thee and in thematth
belong unto thee by race: for as to this mysteamlweak and powerless. And he would not sit upon
him. But the colt besought and entreated him teanight be blessed of him by ministering unto him.
Then the apostic mounted him and sat upon himttaeyifollowed him, some going before and some
following after, and all of them ran, desiring eshe end, and how he would dismiss the colt.



41 But when he came near to the city gates he disted from him, saying: Depart, and be thou kept
safe where thou wert. And straightway the colttelthe ground at the apostle's feet and died.a\nd
they that were present were sorry and said toghetke: Bring him to life and raise him up. But he
answered and said unto them: | indeed am ablaéde hém by the name of Jesus Christ: but this is by
all means expedient (or, this is by any means agp8d For he that gave him speech that he migdkt ta
was able to cause that he should not die; angé fam not, not as being unable, but becauseshis i
that which is expedient and profitable for him. Amelbade them that were present to dig a trench and
bury his body and they did as they were commanded.

The Fifth Act: concerning the devil that took ug labode in the woman

42 And the apostle entered into the city and @lrttultitude followed him. And he thought to go unto
the parents of the young man whom he had madewales he was slain by the serpent: for they
earnestly besought him to come unto them and enttetheir house. But a very beautiful woman on a
sudden uttered an exceeding loud cry, saying: Gd@of the new God that art come into India, and
servant of that holy and only good God; for by tigeke preached, the Saviour of the souls that come
unto him, and by thee are healed the bodies of thatrare tormented by the enemy, and thou art he
that is become an occasion of life unto all that wnto him: command me to be brought before thee
that | may tell thee what hath befallen me, anégeenture of thee | may have hope, and these that
stand by thee may be more confident in the God wtimm preachest. For | am not a little tormented
by the adversary now this five years' space [oreelcMS. And the apostle bade her come unto him,
and the woman stood before him and said: I, O sewihim that is indeed God am a woman: the rest
have, As a woman] | was sitting at the first ineguand peace encompassed me on every side add | ha
no care for anything, for | took no thought for astizer. 43 And it fell out one day that as | came o

from the bath there met me a man troubled andrthistl) and his voice and speech seemed to me
exceeding faint and dim; and he stood before mesaiti | and thou will be in one love and we will
have intercourse together as a man with his wife] Aanswered and said to him: | never had to do
with my betrothed, for | refused to marry, and hsivall | yield myself to thee that wouldest have
intercourse with me in adulterous wise? And hawagaid, | passed on, and | said to rny handmaid
that was with me: Sawest thou that youth and hasngtessness, how boldly he spake with me, and had
no shame? but she said to me: | saw an old markisgea thee. And when | was in mine house and
had dined my soul suggested unto me some susoidespecially because he was seen of me in two
forms; and having this in my mind | fell asleep. téme, therefore, in that night and was joined unto
me in his foul intercourse. And when it was dagwsim and fled from him, and on the night

following that he came and abused me; and nowasgbest me | have spent five years being troubled
by him, and he hath not departed from me. But Mkaad am persuaded that both devils and spirits
and destroyers are subject unto thee and are Wiligdtrembling at thy prayers: pray thou thereftoe

me and drive away from me the devil that ever tlethbme, that | also may be set free and be gathere
unto the nature that is mine from the beginningl, @teive the grace that hath been given unto my
kindred.

44 And the apostle said: O evil that cannot beagstd! O shamelessness of the enemy! O envious one
that art never at rest! O hideous one that subdhestomely! O thou of many forms! As he will he
appeareth, but his essence cannot be changed.dtatheand faithless one! O the bitter tree whose
fruits are like unto him! O the devil that overcaiméhem that are alien to him! O the deceit thathis
impudence! O the wickedness that creepeth like@esg and that is of his kindred! (Syr. wrongly

adds a clause bidding the devil show himself.) simen the apostle said this, the malicious one came
and stood before him, no man seeing him save tmeanand the apostle, and with an exceeding loud
voice said in the hearing of all: 45 What have wea with thee, thou apostle of the Most High! What
have we to do with thee, thou servant of Jesuss€@hwWhat have we to do with thee, thou counseflor o



the holy Son of God? Wherefore wilt thou destroywisereas our time is not yet come? Wherefore
wilt thou take away our power? for unto this how ad hope and time remaining to us. What have
we to do with thee? Thou hast power over thine amal, we over ours. Wherefore wilt thou act
tyrannously against us, when thou thyself teacbidmsrs not to act tyrannously? Wherefore dost thou
crave other men's goods and not suffice thysel thine own? Wherefore art thou made like unto the
Son of God which hath done us wrong? for thou rédesh him altogether as if thou wert born of him.
For we thought to have brought him under the ydieeds we have the rest, but he turned and made us
subject unto him: for we knew him not; but he deedius with his form of all uncomeliness and his
poverty and his neediness: for seeing him to bh,sue thought that he was a man wearing flesh, and
knew not that it is he that giveth life unto memdthe gave us power over our own, and that we dhoul
not in this present time leave them but have ouk wethem: but thou wouldest get more than thy due
and that which was given thee, and afflict us atbgr.

46 And having said this the devil wept, sayingdJe thee, my fairest consort, whom long since |
found and rested in thee; | forsake thee, my sstersmy beloved in whom | was well pleased. What
shall do I know not, or on whom I shall call that fmay hear me and help me. | know what | will do: |
will depart unto some place where the report of than hath not been heard, and peradventure | shall
call thee, my beloved by another name (Syr. foe g beloved | shall find a substitute). And heeblf
up his voice and said: Abide in peace for thou tedstn refuge with one greater than I, but I will
depart and seek for one like thee, and if | findr, | will return unto thee again: for | knowath
whilst thou art near unto this man thou hast agefim him, but when he departeth thou wilt be sagh
thou wast before he appeared, and him thou wilfefiprand | shall have opportunity and confidence:
but now | fear the name of him that hath saved.tAad having so said the devil vanished out of sigh
only when he departed fire and smoke were seegr:thad all that stood there were astonied.

47 And the apostle seeing it, said unto them: @kigl hath shown nought that is alien or strange to
him, but his own nature, wherein also he shalldiesamed, for verily the fire shall destroy him dite
and the smoke of it shall be scattered abroad.hnlegan to say:

Jesu, the hidden mystery that hath been reveakedusnthou art he that hast shown unto us many
mysteries; thou that didst call me apart from allfellows and spakest unto me three (one, Syr.w/or
wherewith | am inflamed, and am not able to spéaktunto others. Jesu, man that wast slain, dead
buried! Jesu, God of God, Saviour that quickerfestead, and healest the sick! Jesu, that weded n
like and savest as one that hath no need, thatahttsh the fish for the breakfast and the dinmer a
madest all satisfied with a little bread. Jesut thdst rest from the weariness of wayfaring likenan,
and walkedst on the waves like a God. 48 Jesu hngisf voice arising from perfect mercy, Saviour of
all, the right hand of the light, overthrowing téxl one in his own nature, and gathering all fatune
into one place; thou of many forms, that art ordgditten, first-born of many brethren God of the Mos
High God, man despised until now (Syr. and humidle3u Christ that neglectest us not when we call
upon thee, that art become an occasion of life athtmankind, that for us wast judged and shutrup i
prison, and loosest all that are in bonds, that walted a deceiver and redeemest thine own fraor:er
| beseech thee for these that stand here and baliethee, for they entreat to obtain thy giftsjimg
good hope in thy help, and having their refugehingreatness; they hold their hearing ready tenist
unto the words that are spoken by us. Let thy peanee and tabernacle in them and renew them from
their former deeds, and let them put off the olcdhmth his deeds, and put on the new that now is
proclaimed unto them by me.

49 And he laid his hands on them and blessed thaymg: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ shall be
upon you for ever. And they said, Amen. And the vaarbesought him, saying: O apostle of the Most
High, give me the seal, that that enemy returnagain unto me. Then he caused her to come near unto
him (Syr. went to a river which was close by thea#d laid his hands upon her and sealed her in the



name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghodtmany others also were sealed with her. And
the apostle bade his minister (deacon) to set tottble; and he set forth a stool which they found
there, and spread a linen cloth upon it and sé¢hemread of blessing; and the apostle stood dydt
said: Jesu, that hast accounted us worthy to padbthe eucharist of thine holy body and bloog, lo
we are bold to draw near unto thine eucharist ar@all upon thine holy name: come thou and
communicate unto us (Syr. adds more).

50 And he began to say: Come, O perfect compasSimme O communion of the male, Come, she
that knoweth the mysteries of him that is choseam€, she that hath part in all the combats of the
noble champion (athlete), Come, the silence thagaketh the great things of the whole greatness,
Come, she that manifesteth the hidden things anetindghe unspeakable things plain, the holy dove
that beareth the twin young, Come, the hidden nmp@@&me, she that is manifest in her deeds and
giveth joy and rest unto them that are joined U@ Come and communicate with us in this eucharist
which we celebrate in thy name and in the lovetfedmrein we are gathered together at thy calling.
(Syr. has other clauses and not few variants.) audng so said he marked out the cross upon the
bread, and brake it, and began to distribute itl Awrst he gave unto the woman, saying: This dhall
unto thee for remission of sins and eternal trazssjons (Syr. and for the everlasting resurrection)
And after her he gave unto all the others also whed received the seal (Syr. and said to them: Let
this eucharist be unto you for life and rest, aotfar judgement and vengeance. And they said, Amen
Cf. 29 fin.).

The Sixth Act: of the youth that murdered the Woman

51 Now there was a certain youth who had wrougtat@mminable deed, and he came near and
received of the eucharist with his mouth: but tie hands withered up, so that he could no more put
them unto his own mouth. And they that were thexe Bim and told the apostle what had befallen; and
the apostle called him and said unto him: Tell mg child, and be not ashamed, what was it that thou
didst and camest hither? for the eucharist of el lhath convicted thee. For this gift which passet
among many doth rather heal them that with faitth lane draw near thereto, but thee it hath withered
away; and that which is come to pass hath not leefalithout some effectual cause. And the Youth,
being convicted by the eucharist of the Lord, came tell at the apostle's feet and besought him,
saying: | have done an evil deed, yet | thouglitd@omewhat good. | was enamoured of a woman that
dwelleth at an inn without the city, and she atsgetd me; and when | heard of thee and believed, tha
thou proclaimest a living God, | came and receiokthee the seal with the rest; for thou saidst:
Whosoever shall partake in the polluted union, espkcially in adultery, he shall not have life vitie

God whom | preach. Whereas therefore | loved hathmuentreated her and would have persuaded her
to become my consort in chastity and pure conviersatvhich thou also teachest: but she would not.
When, therefore, she consented not, | took a sanddslew her: for | could not endure to see her
commit adultery with another man.

52 When the apostle heard this he said: O insalo® tnow ruinest thou unto shamelessness! O
unrestrained lust, how hast thou stirred up this toado this! O work of the serpent, how art thou
enraged against thine own! And the apostle badentatbe brought to him in a bason; and when the
water was brought, he said: Come, ye waters frativing waters, that were sent unto us, the true
from the true, the rest that was sent unto us tlemrest, the power of salvation that cometh frbat t
power which conquereth all things and subdueth theta its own will: come and dwell in these
waters, that the gift of the Holy Ghost may be &ty consummated in them. And he said unto the
youth: Go, wash thy hands in these waters. And wigehad washed they were restored; and the
apostle said unto him: Believest thou in our Loeduks Christ that he is able to do all things? Aad h
said: Though I be the least, yet | believe. Bubrheitted this deed thinking that | was doing somatwh
good: for | besought her as | told thee, but shelvaot obey me, to keep herself chaste.



53 And the apostle said to him: Come, let us go tim¢ inn where thou didst commit this deed. And
the youth went before the apostle in the way, ahdnithey came to the inn they found her lying dead.
And the apostle when he saw her was sorry, fomsigea comely girl. And he commanded her to be
brought into the midst of the inn: and they laid be a bed and brought her forth and set her down i
the midst of the court of the inn. And the apoktld his hand upon her and began to say: Jesu, who
alway showest thyself unto us; for this is thy wiflat we should at all times seek thee, and thyseit
given us this power, to ask and to receive, antr@sonly permitted this, but hast taught us taypr
who art not seen of our bodily eyes, but art néneden from the eyes of our soul, and in thine etspe
art concealed, but in thy works art manifested wstoand in thy many acts we have known thee so far
as we are able, and thyself hast given us thy gittsout measure, saying: Ask and it shall be given
unto you, seek and ye shall find, knock and itldb@lopened unto you: we beseech thee, therefore,
having the fear (suspicion) of our sins; and weagkee, not riches, not gold, not silver, not
possessions, not aught else of the things whickeaainthe earth and return again unto the earth; but
this we ask of thee and entreat, that in thine halye thou wouldest raise up the woman that lieth
here, by thy power, to the glory and faith of thigvat stand by.

54 And he said unto the youth (Syr. ' Stretch tlydrtowards our Lord," and he signed him with the
cross), having signed (sealed) him: Go and take dolher hand and say unto her: | with my hands
slew thee with iron, and with my hands in the faitllesus | raise thee up. So the youth went to her
and stood by her, saying: | have believed in tRdeist Jesu. And he looked unto Judas Thomas the
apostle and said to him: Pray for me that my Loey/rmome to my help, whom | also call upon. And
he laid his hand upon her hand and said: Come, lesd Christ: unto her grant thou life and unto me
the earnest of faith in thee. And straightway adiiesv her hand she sprang up and sat up, looking
upon the great company that stood by. And she Bavapostle also standing over against her, and
leaving the bed she leapt forth and fell at his &l caught hold on his raiment, saying: | beseech
thee, my lord where is that other that was witletiveho left me not to remain in that fearful andesr
place, but delivered me unto thee, saying: Taka this woman, that she may be made perfect, and
hereafter be gathered into her place?

55 And the apostle said unto her: Relate unto wer@thou hast been. And she answered: Dost thou
who wast with me and unto whom | was deliveredréesi hear? And she began to say: [This
desciption of hell-tourments is largely derivednfrthe Apocalypse of Peter] A man took me who was
hateful to look upon altogether black, and his entrexceedingly foul, and took me away to a place
wherein were many pits (chasms), and a great stemdinateful odour issued thence. And he caused
me to look into every pit, and | saw in the (firgt) flaming fire, and wheels of fire ran round tbeand
souls were hanged upon those wheels, and werediéstodken) against each other; and very great
crying and howling was there, and there was nomelver. And that man said to me: These souls are
of thy tribe, and when the number of their dayadsomplishcd (lit. in the days of the number) they
(were) delivered unto torment and affliction, ahdn are others brought in in their stead, and ligew
these into another place. These are they thattreareesed the intercourse of male and female. And |
looked and saw infants heaped one upon anothestanghling with each other as they lay on them.
And he answered and said to me: These are theehitd those others, and therefore are they set her
for a testimony against them. (Syr. omits this s&aaf the children, and lengthens and dilutes the
preceding speech.)

56 And he took me unto another pit, and | stoopetilaoked and saw mire and worms welling up, and
souls wallowing there, and a great gnashing ohteets heard thence from them. And that man said
unto me: These are the souls of women which forsleek husbands and committed adultery with
others, and are brought into this torment. Anofliehe showed me whereinto | stooped and looked
and saw souls hanging, some by the tongue, sortfeelhyair, some by the hands, and some head



downward by the feet, and tormented (smoked) witbke and brimstone; concerning whom that man
that was with me answered me: The souls which angdd by the tongue are slanderers, that uttered
lying and shameful words, and were not ashamedttadthat are hanged by the hair are unblushing
ones which had no modesty and went about in thé&vibareheaded; and they that are hanged by the
hands, these are they that took away and stole wtle's goods, and never gave aught to the neady no
helped the afflicted, but did so, desiring to takeand had no thought at all of justice or of ke,

and they that hang upside down by the feet, thesthay that lightly and readily ran in evil waysda
disorderly paths, not visiting the sick nor esaagtihem that depart this life, and therefore eaxch a
every soul receiveth that which was done by itr.(8mits almost the whole section.)

57 Again he took me and showed me a cave exceddikg breathing out a great stench, and many
souls were looking out desiring to get somewhdhefair, but their keepers suffered them not t&loo
forth. And he that was with me said: This is thisgm of those souls which thou sawest: for wheny the
have fulfilled their torments for that which eaal,dhereafter do others succeed them: and there be
some that are wholly consumed and (some, Syr. giteatielivered over unto other torments. And they
that kept the souls which were in the dark cave sato the man that had taken me: Give her unto us
that we may bring her in unto the rest until tmeeticometh for her to be delivered unto torment. igut
answered them: | give her not unto you, for | fieian that delivered her to me: for | was not charged
leave her here, but | take her back with me urdfidll receive order concerning her. And he took me
and brought me unto another place wherein werebaaerg sharply tormented (Syr. where men were).
And he that was like unto thee took me and delivene to thee, saying thus to thee: Take her, fer sh
is one of the sheep that have gone astray. And ltakeen by thee, and now am | before thee. | baseec
thee, therefore, and supplicate that | may not depdo those places of punishment which | have.see

58 And the apostle said: Ye have heard what thimaohath related: and there are not these torments
only, but others also, worse than these; and ye ttirn not unto this God whom | preach, and absta
from your former works and the deeds which ye cottethiwithout knowledge, shall have your end in
those torments. Believe therefore on Christ Jemus he will forgive you the sins ye have committed
hitherto, and will cleanse you from all your bodilgts that abide on the earth, and will heal yballo
your trespasses which follow you and depart with god are found upon (before) you. Put off
therefore every one of you the old man, and puhemew, and forsake your former walk and
conversation; and let them that stole steal no pmrelive by labouring and working; and let the
adulterous no more fornicate, lest they deliventbelves unto eternal torment; for adultery is befor
God exceeding evil beyond other sins. And put afs@y you covetousness and lying and
drunkenness and slandering, and render not evévidirfor all these things are strange and alietou
the God who is preached by me: but rather wallnyfaith and meekness and holiness and hope,
wherein God delighteth, that ye may become his @xpecting of him the gifts which some few only
do receive.

59 All the people therefore believed and gave tbeils obediently unto the living God and Christ
Jesus, rejoicing in the blessed works of the Maghknd in his holy service. And they brought much
money for the service of the widows: for the apobthd them gathered together in the cities, anal unt
all of them he sent provision by his own minist@sacons), both clothes and nourishment. And he
himself ceased not preaching and speaking to tmehslaowing that this is Jesus Christ whom the
scriptures proclaimed, who is come and was crutitd raised the third day from the dead. And next
he showed them plainly, beginning from the propht#ies things concerning the Christ, that it was
necessary that he should come, and that in himléteuaccomplished all things that were foretold of
him. And the fame of him went forth into all theies and countries, and all that had sick or thies t
were oppressed by unclean spirits brought themsante they laid in the way whereby he should
pass, and he healed them all by the power of thé. Othen all that were healed by him said with one



accord: Glory be to thee, Jesu, who hast granted atike healing through thy servant and apostle
Thomas. And now being whole and rejoicing, we belsd¢bee that we may be of thy flock, and be
numbered among thy sheep; receive us therefore, aod impute not unto us our transgressions and
our former faults which we committed being in igaioce.

60 And the apostle said: Glory be to the only-begoof the Father! Glory be to the first-born ofnpa
brethren! Glory be to thee, the defender and halpdrem that come unto thy refuge! that sleepestt n
and awakest them that are asleep that livest aregtgiife to them that lie in death! O God Jesuisthr
Son of the living God, redeemer and helper, refugrest of all that are weary (labour) in thy work
giver of healing to them that for thy name s saéartihe burden and heat of the day: we give thanks
for (to) the gifts that are given us of thee anahged us by thy help and thy dispensation that dome
unto us from thee.

61 Perfect thou therefore these things in us ur@@end that we may have the boldness that is & the
look upon us for for thy sake have we forsakenhmmes and our parents, and for thy sake have we
gladly and willingly become strangers: look uponlusrd, for we have forsaken our own possessions
for thy sake, that we might gain thee the possadbiat cannot be taken away: look upon us, Lond, fo
we have forsaken them that belong unto us by thaéwe might be joined unto thy kinship: look upon
us, Lord, that have forsaken our fathers and metaed fosters, that we might behold thy Father, and
be satisfied with his divine food: look upon usydofor for thy sake have we forsaken our bodily
consorts and our earthly fruits, that we might beakers in that enduring and true fellowship, and
bring forth true fruits, whose nature is from abowhich no man can take from us, with whom we
shall abide and who shall abide with us.

The Seventh Act: of the Captain.

62 Now while the apostle Thomas was proclaimingulghout all India the word of God, a certain
captain of the king Misdaeus (Mazdai, Syr.) camkino and said unto him: | have heard of thee that
thou takest no reward of any man, but even that bast thou givest to them that need. For if thou
didst receive rewards, | would have sent thee atgnem, and would not have come myself, for the
king doeth nought without me: for | have much sabsé and am rich, even one of the rich men of
India. And | have never done wrong to any; butdbetrary hath befallen me. | have a wife, and of he
| had a daughter and | am well affectioned towaed &s also nature requireth and have never made
trial of another wife. Now it chanced that theresveawedding in our city, and they that made the
marriage feast were well beloved of me: they camtéerefore and bade me to it, bidding also my mife
and her daughter. Forasmuch then as they were og/fgends | could not refuse: | sent her therefore
though she desired not to go, and with them | alsat many servants: so they departed, both she and
her daughter, decked with many ornaments.

63 And when it was evening and the time was contepart from the wedding | sent lamps and
torches to meet them: and | stood in the streespy when she should come and | should see her with
my daughter. And as | stood | heard a sound of ldaten. Woe for her! vvas heard out of every
mouth. And my servants with their clothes rent camene and told me what was done. We saw, said
they, a man and a boy with him. And the man laglfand upon thy wife, and the boy upon thy
daughter: and they fled from them: and we smotaifwled) them with our swords, but our swords fell
to the ground. And the same hour the womem fellldaymashing their teeth and beating their heads
upon the earth and seeing this we came to téle#.tAnd when | heard this of my servants | rent my
clothes and smote my face with my hands, and bewpfikie one mad | ran along the street, and came
and found them cast in the market-place; and | thekn and brought them to my house, and after a
long space they awaked and stood up, and sat down.

64 | began therefore to inquire of my wife: Whaitithat hath befallen thee? And she said to me:



Knowest thou not what thou hast done unto me? jpoayed thee that | might not go to the wedding,
because | was not of even health in my body; arldvesnt on the way and came near to the aqueduct
wherein the water floweth, | saw a black man stagdiver against me nodding at me with his head,
and a boy like unto him standing by him; and | gaichy daughter: Look at those two hideous men,
whose teeth are like milk and their lips like sdatd we left them and went towards the aquedud; an
when it was sunset and we departed from the weddmge passed by with the young men and drew
near the aqueduct, my daughter saw them firstwasdaffrighted and fled towards me; and after her |
also beheld them coming against us: and the sertaat were with us fled from them (Syr.) and they
struck us, and cast down both me and my daughterwen she had told me these things, the devils
came upon them again and threw them down: and finatrhour they are not able to come forth, but
are shut up in one room or a second (Syr. in a nwdhin another): and on their account | suffer tmuc
and am distressed: for the devils throw them dowenresoever they find them, and strip them naked. |
beseech and supplicate thee before God, help mauedpity on me, for it is now three years that a
table hath not been set in my house, and my widenayy daughter have not sat at a table: and
especially for mine unhappy daughter, which hathseen any good at all in this world.

65 And the apostle, hearing these things from #pgagn, was greatly grieved for him, and said unto
him: Believest thou that Jesus will heal them? Arelcaptain said: Yea. And the apostle said: Commit
thyself then unto Jesus, and he will heal thempandure them succour. And the captain said: Show
me him, that | may entreat him and believe in md the apostle said: He appeareth not unto these
bodily eyes, but is found by the eyes of the miFfite captain therefore lifted up his voice and shid:
believe thee, Jesu, and entreat and supplicatetiegemy little faith which | have in thee. Andeth
apostle commanded Xenophon (Syr. Xanthippus) theateto assemble all the brethren; and when the
whole multitude was gathered, the apostle stoddermidst and said:

66 Children and brethren that have believed ontrd, abide in this faith, preaching Jesus who was
proclaimed unto you by me, to bring you hope in;hamd forsake not (be not forsaken of) him, and he
will not forsake you. While ye sleep in this slumbieat weigheth down the sleepers, he, sleeping not
keepeth watch over you; and when ye sail and gperithand none can help, he walking upon the
waters supporteth and aideth. For | am now degpftom you, and it appeareth not if | shall agase s
you according to the flesh. Be ye not therefore likto the people of Israel, who losing sight eirth
pastors for an hour, stumbled. But | leave unto ¥enophon the deacon in my stead; for he also like
myself proclaimeth Jesus: for neither am | augbt,he, but Jesus only; for | also am a man clothed
with a body, a son of man like one of you; for heithave I riches as it is found with some, whilso a
convict them that possess them, being wholly usebasd left behind upon the earth, whence also they
came, and they bear away with them the transgmessiod blemishes of sins which befall men by their
means. And scantly are rich men found in almsgvilut the merciful and lowly in heart, these shall
inherit the kingdom of God: for it is not beautyatlendureth with men, for they that trust in it,emh

age cometh upon them, shall suddenly be put to shaliithings therefore have their time; in their
season are they loved and hated. Let your hopebiaém Jesus Christ the Son of God, which is always
loved, and always desired: and be mindful of usy@a®f you: for we too, if we fulfil not the burderh

the commandments are not worthy to be preachdrgssohame, and hereafter shall we pay the price
(punishment) of our own head.

67 And he prayed with them and continued with tlaelmng time in prayer and supplication, and
committing them unto the Lord, he said: O Lord théést over every soul that is in the body; Lord,
Father of the souls that have their hope in thekeapect thy mercies: that redeemest from error the
men that are thine own and settest free from bandad corruption thy subjects that come unto thy
refuge: be thou in the flock of Xenophon and antiwith holy oil, and heal it of sores, and preseit
from the ravening wolves. And he laid his hand et and said: The peace of the Lord shall be upon



you and shall journey with us.
The Eighth Act: of the wild asses.

68 The apostle therefore went forth to depart ewthy: and they all escorted him, weeping and
adjuring him to make remembrance of them in hiygraand not to forget them. He went up then and
sat upon the chariot, leaving all the brethren, thedcaptain came and awaked the driver, saying: |
entreat and pray that | may become worthy to siehth his feet, and | will be his driver upon this
way, that he also may become my guide in that wWlagraby few go.

69 And when they had journeyed about two miles aihestle begged of the captain and made him
arise and caused him to sit by him, suffering ttieed to sit in his own place. And as they wentngo

the road, it came to pass that the beasts weraaseaith the great heat and could not be stirreallat
And the captain was greatly vexed and wholly casird and thought to run on his own feet and bring
other beasts for the use of the chariot; but tlustg said: Let not thine heart be troubled nor
affrighted, but believe on Jesus Christ whom | hanoelaimed unto thee, and thou shalt see great
wonders. And he looked and saw a herd of wild afessting by the wayside, and said to the captéin: |
thou hast believed on Christ Jesus, go unto that dfewild asses and say: Judas Thomas the apdstle
Christ the new God saith unto you: Let four of yamme, of whom we have need (or, of whom we may
have use).

70 And the captain went in fear, for they were mamd as he went, they came to meet him; and when
they were near, he said unto them: Judas Thomagpthstle of the new God commandeth you: Let
four of you come, of whom | have need. And whenwilld asses heard it, they ran with one accord
and came to him, and when they came they did hiu@remce. [Syr. has a long prayer: And Judas
Thomas the apostle of our Lord lifted up his vaitgraise and said: Glorious art thou, God of truth
and Lord of all natures, for thou didst will withytwill, and make all thy works and finish all thy
creatures, and bring them to the rule of their reatand lay upon them all thy fear that they migdt
subject to thy command. And thy will trod the p&ttm thy secrecy to manifestation, and was caring
for every soul that thou didst make, and was spaitdry the mouth of all the prophets, in all visson
and sounds and voices; but Israel did not obeyusecaf their evil inclination. And thou, becauseuh

art Lord of all, hast a care for the creatureghsd thou spreadest over us thy mercy in him whmoeca

by thy will and put on the body, thy creature, whibou didst will and form according to thy glorgou
wisdom. He whom thou didst appoint in thy secreay astablish in thy manifestation, to him thou hast
given the name of Son, he who was thy will, the @owf thy thought; so that ye are by various names,
the Father and the Son and the Spirit, for the skiee government of thy creatures, for the ndumig

of all natures, and ye are one in glory and power\ill; and ye are divided without being separated
and are one though divided, and all subsists ia #mel is subject to thee, because all is thine.lAnd

rely upon thee, Lord, and by thy command have stdjethese dumb beasts, that thou mightest show
thy ministering power upon us and upon them bectaus@&eedful, and that thy name might be
glorilied in us and in the beasts that cannot spdald the apostle said unto them: Peace be unio yo
Yoke ye four of you in the stead of these beastshiave come to a stand. And every one of them came
and pressed to be yoked: there were then fourgdgrahan the rest, which also were yoked. And the
rest, some went before and some followed. And vthey had journeyed a little way he dismissed the
colts, saying: | say unto you the inhabiters ofdleert, depart unto your pastures, for if | hadl ieed

of all, ye would all have gone with me; but nowwgtdo your place wherein ye dwell. And they
departed quietly until they were no more seen.

71 Now as the apostle and the captain and therdsigat on, the wild asses drew the chariot quietly
and evenly, lest they should disturb the aposti@ad. And when they came near to the city gate they
turned aside and stood still before the doors efctiptain’'s house. And the captain said: It is not
possible for me to relate what hath happened, benw see the end | will tell it. The whole city



therefore came to see the wild asses under the gokiethey had heard also the report of the apostle
that he was to come and visit them. And the apestked the captain: Where is thy dwelling, and
whither dost thou bring us? And he said to him: 0 toyself knowest that we stand before the doors,
and these which by thy commandment are come wéé kmow it better than 1.

72 And having so said he came down from the chartme apostle therefore began to say: Jesu Christ,
that art blasphemed by the ignorance of thee ;xabuntry; Jesu, the report of whom is strang@is t
city; Jesu, that receivest all (Syr. sendest onreghe apostles in every country and in every aityl

all thine that are worthy are glorified in theesugthat didst take a form and become as a man, and
wert seen of all us that thou mightest not separatiecom thine own love: thou, Lord, art he thatest
thyself for us, and with thy blood hast purchasg@mod gained us as a possession of great price: and
what have we to give thee, Lord, in exchange fgilife which thou gavest for us? for that which we
would give, thou gavest us: and this is, that waughentreat of thee and live.

73 And when he had so said, many assembled frony guarter to see the apostle of the new God.
And again the apostle said: Why stand we idle?,Jawdl, the hour is come: what wilt thou have
done? command therefore that that be fulfilled Whieedeth to be done. Now the captain's wife and
her daughter were sore borne down by the devilthaahey of the house thought they would rise up
no more: for they suffered them not to partakeugfd, but cast them down upon their beds
recognizing no man until that day when the apaslae thither. And the apostle said unto one of the
wild asses that were yoked on the right hand: Bhiau within the gate, and stand there and call the
devils and say to them: Judas Thomas the apostl€eiaaiple of Jesus Christ saith unto you: Come
forth hither: for on your account am | sent andouthiem that pertain to you by race, to destroy yod
chase you unto your place, until the time of thé emme and ye go down into your own deep of
darkness.

74 And that wild ass went in, a great multitudenigevith him, and said: Unto you | speak, the enemie
of Jesus that is called Christ: unto you | speak shut your eyes lest ye see the light: unto yspebk,
children of Gehenna and of destruction, of him ttestseth not from evil until now, that alway
reneweth his workings and the things that befifd@igg: unto you | speak, most shameless, thak shal
perish by your own hands. And what | shall sayairydestruction and end, and what | shall tell, |
know not. For there are many things and innumerablee hearing: and greater are your doings than
the torment that is reserved for you (Syr. howeyreant your bodies, they are too small for your
retributions). But unto thee | speak, devil, andhp son that followeth with thee: for now am | sen
against you. And wherefore should | make many woaodgerning your nature and root, which
yourselves know and are not ashamed? but Judasaehihi apostle of Christ Jesus saith unto you, he
that by much love and affection is sent hither.defall this multitude that standeth here, com#hfor
and tell me of what race ye are.

75 And straightway the woman came forth with harghder, both like dead persons and dishonoured
in aspect: and the apostle beholding them was gpliespecially for the girl, and saith unto theildev
God forbid that for you there should be sparingrapitiation, for ye know not to spare nor to have
pity: but in the name of Jesus, depart from thethstand by their side. And when the apostle had so
said, the women fell down and became as deadhéyrrieither had breath nor uttered speech: but the
devil answered with a loud voice and said: Art tikome hither again, thou that deridest our natace a
race? art thou come again, that blottest out ovicds? and as | take it, thou wouldest not suffetou

be upon the earth at all: but this at this timeutbanst not accomplish. And the apostle guesseéd tha
this devil was he that had been driven out from tiilaer woman.

76 And the devil said: | beseech thee, give medeawdepart even whither thou wilt, and dwell there
and take commandment from thee, and | will not fearruler that hath authority over me. For like as
thou art come to preach good tidings, so | alsacame to destroy; and like as, if thou fulfil noeth



will of him that sent thee, he will bring punishmemon thy head, so | also if | do not the willloim

that sent me, before the season and time appostiall,be sent unto mine own nature; and like gs th
Christ helpeth thee in that thou doest, so alsdather helpeth me in that | do; and like as foethe
prepareth vessels worthy of thine inhabiting, so &r me he seeketh out vessels whereby | may
accomplish his deeds; and like as he nourishetlpemddeth for his subjects, so also for me he
prepareth chastisements and torments, with thetbdmme my dwellingplaces (Syr. those in whom |
dwell); and like as for a recompense of thy workmeggiveth thee eternal life, so also unto me he
giveth for a reward of my works eternal destructiand like as thou art refreshed by thy prayertagd
good works and spiritual thanksgivings, so | alsorafreshed by murders and adulteries and sa@ifice
made with wine upon altars (Syr. sacrifices andtidns of wine), and like as thou convertest meio un
eternal life, so | also pervert them that obey mi® @ternal destruction and torment: and thou vesgi
thine own and | mine.

77 And when the devil had said these things andngee the apostle said: Jesus commandeth thee and
thy son by me to enter no more into the habitabforman: but go ye forth and depart and dwell wholly
apart from the habitation of men. And the deviisl seto him: Thou hast laid on us a harsh
commandment: but what wilt thou do unto them tlat mare concealed from thee? for they that have
wrought all the images rejoice in them more thaettand many of them do the more part worship,

and perform their will, sacrificing to them andriging them food, by libations and by wine and water
and oflering with oblations. And the apostle sdidey also shall now be abolished, with their works.
And suddenly the devils vanished away: but the wotag cast upon the earth as if were dead, and
without speech.

78 And the wild asses stood together and partedm®from another; but he to whom speech was
given by the power of the Lord -while all men kspénce, and looked to see what they would do- the
wild ass said unto the apostle: Why standest ttla) O apostle of Christ the Most High, who looketh
that thou shouldest ask of him the best of learhMtiperefore then tarriest thou? (Syr. that thou
shouldest ask him, and he would give thee? Whyydstahou, good disciple?) for lo, thy teacher
desireth to show by thy hands his mighty works. \Btandest thou still, O herald of the hidden one?
for thy (Lord) willeth to manifest through thee hisspeakable things, which he reserveth for thexh th
are worthy of him, to hear them. Why restest tf@woer of mighty works in the name of the Lord?
for thy Lord encourageth thee and engendereth lkskim thee. Fear not, therefore; for he will not
forsake the soul that belongeth unto thee by bB#gin therefore to call upon him and he will réxadi
hearken to thee. Why standest thou marvellingldtisiacts and his workings? for these are small
things which he hath shown by thy means. And whhttkou tell concerning his great gifts? for thou
wilt not be sufficient to declare them. And why weltest thou at his cures of the body which he
worketh? (Syr. which come to an end) especiallymthe®u knowest that healing of his which is secure
and lasting, which he bringeth forth by his ownuna? And why lookest thou unto this temporal life,
and hast no thought of that which is eternal (8¥en thou canst every day think on that which is
eternal)?

79 But unto you the multitudes that stand by amd ko see these that are cast down raised up, | say
believe in the apostle of Jesus Christ: believadheher of truth, believe him that showeth vou the
truth, believe Jesus, believe on the Christ that ban, that the born may live by his life: whooalgas
raised up through infancy, that perfection mighgear by his manhood (man). He did teach his own
disciples: for he is the teacher of the truth araketh wise men wise (Syr. who went to school that
through him perfect wisdom might be known: he taugs teacher because he was the teacher of
verity and the master of the wise). Who also offates gift in the temple that he might show that al
the (every) offering was sanctified. This is higsite, the shewer-forth of truth: this is he that
performeth the will of him that sent him. But theteall come false apostles and prophets of



lawlessness, whose end shall be according todeeils; preaching indeed and ordaining to flee from
ungodliness, but themselves at all times detectaths, clad indeed with sheep's clothing, but wjth
ravening wolves. Who suffice not themselves witk @ife but corrupt many women; who, saying that
they despise children, dcstroy many children (bdgs)whom they vvill pay the penalty; that content
not themselves wiih their own possessions, burédisat all useless things should minister untonthe
only; professing to be his disciples; and with tmeouth they utter one thing, but in their heaeyth

think another; charging other men to beware of, éwit they themselves perform nought that is good;
who are accounted temperate, and charge otheraradrstain from fornication theft, and covetousness,
but in all these things do they themselves walkethg teaching other men not to do them.

80 And when the wild ass had declared all thesgthiall men gazed upon him. And when he ceased
the apostle said: What | shall think concerninglieguty, O Jesu, and what | shall tell of theaydwk

not, or rather | am not able, for | have no poweedéclare it, O Christ that art in rest, and onigeathat
only knowest the inward of the heart and undersanthe thought. Glory be to thee, merciful and
tranquil. Glory to thee, wise word. Glory to thynepassion that was born unto us. Glory to thy mercy
that was spread out over us. Glory to thy greattiegsvas made small for us. Glory to thy most high
kingship that was humbled for us. Glory to thy ntigich was enfeebled for us. Glory to thy
Godhead that for us was seen in likeness of meary@b thy manhood that died for us that it might
make us live. Glory to thy resurrection from thedefor thereby rising and rest cometh unto ouissou
Glory and praise (good report) to thine ascendmg the heavens; for thereby thou hast shewedeus th
path of the height, and promised that we shaWit thee on thy right hand and with thee judge the
twelve tribes of Israel. Thou art the heavenly wotthe Father: thou art the hidden light of the
understanding, shewer of the way of truth, driveayof darkness, and blotter-out of error.

81 Having thus spoken, the apostle stood over titaem, saying: My Lord and my God, | am not
divided from thee (or doubt not concerning thee),as one unbelieving do | call upon thee, who art
always our helper and succourer and raiser-up;lwlathest thine own power into us and encouragest
us and givest confidence in love unto thine ownaets. | beseech thee, let these souls be heated an
rise up and become such as they were before thesysmatten of the devils. And when he thus spake
the women turned and sat up. And the apostle fedeaptain that his servants should take them and
bring them within (Syr. and give them food, foryHead not eaten for many days). And when they
were gone in, the apostle said unto the wild agsakw me. And they went after him until he had
brought them without the gate. And when they hategaut, he said to them: Depart in peace unto your
pastures. The wild asses therefore went away willirand the apostle stood and took heed to them
lest they should be hurt of any, until they hadegafar off and were no more seen. And the apostle
returned with the multitude into the house of thptain.

The Ninth Act: of the Wife of Charisius.

82 Now it chanced that a certain woman, the wif€loérisius, that was next unto the king, whose
name was Mygdonia, came to see and behold the ame and the new God who was being
proclaimed, and the new apostle who had come ibther country: and she was carried by her own
servants; and because of the great crowd and thewnavay they were not able to bring her near unto
him. And she sent unto her husband to send her toargnister to her; and they came and approached
her, pressing upon the people and beating themtiAendpostle saw it and said to them: Wherefore
overthrow ye them that come to hear the word, aacdkager for it? and ye desire to be near me lut ar
far off, as it was said of the multitude that caméo the Lord: Having eyes ye see not, and havang e
ye hear not; and he said to the multitudes: Helth#t ears to hear, let him hear; and: Come unto me
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and Igilé you rest.

83 And looking upon them that carried her, he saih them: This blessing and this admonition [Here
and elsewhere there is a marked divergence betthedexts of U and P, the Roman and Paris MSS.:



Bonnet prints them separately. P is on the wholelmsinorter. Syr. differs from both. | follow U, biit

is very corrupt.] which was promised unto themoisyfou that are heavily burdened now. Ye are they
that carry burdens grievous to be borne, and ameebabout by her command. And though ye are men,
they lay on you loads as on brute beasts, for tihayhave authority over you think that ye aremen
such as themselves, whether bond or free. Forarestiall possessions profit the rich, nor poveatyes
the poor from judgement; nor have we received ancandment which we are not able to perform, nor
hath he laid on us burdens grievous to be bornghnke are not able to carry; nor building which men
build; nor to hew stones and prepare houses, ascyafismen do by their own knowledge. But this
commandment have we reccived of the Lord, thatwlith pleaseth not us when it is done by another
this we should not do to any other man.

84 Abstain therefore first from adultery, for tieshe beginning of all evils, and next from thefhich
enticed Judas Iscariot, and brought him unto handand from covetousness,) for as manv as yield
unto covetousness see not that which they do;rana ¥ainglory and from all foul deeds, especially
them of the body, whereby cometh eternal condemmafor this is the chief city of all evils; and
likewise it bringeth them that hold their headscl® high unto tyranny, and draweth them down unto
the deep, and subdueth them under its hands #yasde not what they do; wherefore the things done
of them are hidden from them.

85 But do ye become well-pleasing unto God in aidjthings, in meekness and quietness: for these
doth God spare, and granteth eternal life andtbett=ath at nought. And in gentleness which follidwe
on all good things, and overcometh all enemiesadmide receiveth the crown of victory: with
gentleness (Syr.), and stretching out of the haribd poor, and supplying the want of the needy, an
distributing to them that are in necessity, esplgciaem that walk in holiness. For this is chosen
before God and leadeth unto eternal life: for thisefore God the chief city of all good: for thimat
strive not in the course (stadium) of Christ shall obtain holiness. And holiness did appear fromad G
doing away fornication, overthrowing the enemy, lvpédasing unto God: for she is an invincible
champion (athlete), having honour from God, gledfiof many: she is an ambassador of peace,
announcing peace: if any gain her he abideth withate, pleasing the Lord, expecting the time of
redemption: for she doeth nothing amiss, but gilieghand rest and joy unto all that gain her. g8 h
nothing of this, and Syr. makes better sense,dunbt very interesting.]

86 But meekness hath overcome death and broughamii@r authority, meekness hath enslaved the
enemy (U and P and Syr. now present the same te&Bkness is the good yoke: meekness feareth not
and opposeth not the many: meekness is peace yaaddgoexaltation of rest. Abide ye therefore in
holiness and receive freedom from me, and be negarraeekness for in these three heads is portrayed
the Christ whom | proclaim unto you. Holiness is temple of Christ, and he that dwelleth in her
getteth her for an habitation , because for fostysdand forty nights he fasted, tasting nothingt lae

that keepeth her shall dwell in her as on a moonfaid meekness is his boast: for he said untar Pete
our fellow apostle: Turn back thy sword and pugain into the sheath thereof: for if | had wilkalto

do, could I not have brought more than twelve legiof angels from my Father?

87 And when the apostle had said these thingseiléaring of all the multitude, they trode and peés
upon one another: and the wife of Charisius thg'kikinsman leapt out of her chair and cast herself
on the earth before the apostle, and caught hisfeebesought and said: O disciple of the livimgG
thou art come into a desert country, for we livéhie desert; being like to brute beasts in our
conversation, but now shall we be saved by thy siandeseech thee, therefore, take thought of me,
and pray for me, that the compassion of the Godmvtimu preachest may come upon me, and | may
become his dwelling place and be joined in prayer lzope and faith in him, and | also may receive
the seal and become an holy temple and he may dweié.

88 And the apostle said: | do pray and entreaydorall, brethren, that believe on the Lord, ard fo



you, sisters, that hope in Christ, that in all ofithe word of God may tabernacle and have his
tabernacle therein: for we have no power over tffeyn because ye are given power over your own
souls). And he began to say unto the woman Mygddtige up from the earth and compose thyself
(take off thine ornaments, P; be mindful of thys8lyr.). For this attire that is put on shall noiffi

thee nor the beauty of thy body, nor thine appagther yet the fame of thy rank, nor the autlyaoit
this world, nor the polluted intercourse with thimesband shall avail thee if thou be bereavedef th
true fellowship: for the appearance (fantasy) ofaonenting cometh to nought, and the body waxeth
old and changeth, and raiment weareth out, and#tyttand lordship pass away (U corrupt; P
abridges; Syr. has: passeth away accompanied witislpment, according as each person hath
conducted himself in it), and the fellowship of greation also passeth away, and is as it were
condemnation. Jesus only abideth ever, and theéywdpe in him. Thus he spake, and said unto the
woman: Depart in peace, and the Lord shall make warthy of his own mysteries. But she said: | fear
to go away, lest thou forsake me and depart urthan nation. But the apostle said to her: Evén if
go, | shall not leave thee alone, but Jesus ofdnispassion will be with thee. And she fell down and
did him reverence and departed unto her house.

89 Now Charisius, the kinsman of Misdaeus the kiraghed himself and returned and laid him down

to dine. And he inquired concerning his wife, wheine was; for she had not come out of her own
chamber to meet him as she was wont. And her haddreaid to him: She is not well. And he entered
quickly into the chamber and found her lying on Itleel and veiled: and he unveiled her and kissed her
saying: Wherefore art thou sorrowful to-day? And shid: | am not well. And he said unto her:
Wherefore then didst thou not keep the guise oftbgdom (Syr. pay proper respect to thy posit®n a

a free woman) and remain in thy house, but didsargblisten unto vain speeches and look upon works
of sorcery? but rise up and dine with me, for Ireatrdine without thee. But she said to him: To-tay
decline it, for | am greatly afeared.

90 And when Charisius heard this of Mygdonia, heianot go forth to dinner, but bade his servants
bring her to dine with him (Syr. bring food to hthrat he might sup in her presence): when then they
brought it in, he desired her to dine with him, blaé excused herself; since then she would not, he
dined alone, saying unto her: On thine accountulsed to dine with Misdaeus the king, and thou,twas
thou not willing to dine with me? but she saidslbecause | am not well. Charisius therefore tgse

as he was wont and would sleep with her, but sioe B&d | not tell thee that for today | refuse@ it

91 When he heard that he went to another bed aptt sind awaking out of sleep he said: My lady
Mygdonia, hearken to the dream which | have sesaw myself lie at meat near to Misdaeus the king,
and a dish of all sorts was set before us: and/lssaeagle come down from heaven and carry off from
before me and the king two partridges, which heagainst his heart; and again he came over us and
flew about above us, and the king bade a bow torbeght to him; and the eagle again caught away
from before us a pigeon and a dove, and the kingatarrow at him, and it passed through him from
one side to the other and hurt him not; and hegoenscathed rose up into his own nest. And | awoke,
and | am full of fear and sore vexed, because Itasigd of the partridge, and he suffered me nptto

it to my mouth again. And Mygdonia said unto hinmyTdream is good: for thou every day eatest
partridges, but this eagle had not tasted of aiggg until now.

92 And when it was morning Charisius went and dré$smself and shod his right foot with his left
shoe; and he stopped, and said to Mygdonia: Wieatiththis matter? for look, the dream and this
action of mine! But Mygdonia said to him: And tlailso is not evil, but seemeth to me very good; for
from an unlucky act there will be a change untolteiter. And he washed his hands and went to salute
Misdaeus the king.

93 And likewise Mygdonia rose up early and wendatute Judas Thomas the apostle, and she found
him discoursing with the captain and all the mutté, and he was advising them and speaking of the



woman which had received the Lord in her soul, vehege she was; and the captain said: She is the
wife of Charisius the kinsman of Misdaeus the kiligd: Her husband is a hard man, and in every
thing that he saith to the king he obeyeth him: laadvill not suffer her to continue in this mind iain
she hath promised; for often-times hath he pradsgdefore the king, saying that there is nonerothe
like her in love: all things therefore that thoweakgest unto her are strange unto her. And thelapost
said: If verily and surely the Lord hath risen ugar soul and she hath received the seed thatasas c
on her, she will have no care of this temporal lifer fear death, neither will Charisius be abléaom
her at all: for greater is he whom she hath reckint® her soul, if she have received him indeed.

94 And Mygdonia hearing this said unto the apostiécuth, my lord, | have received the seed of thy
words, and | will bear fruit like unto such seetieTapostle saith: Our souls give praise and thanics
thee, O Lord, for they are thine: our bodies ghanks unto thee, which thou hast accounted woahy t
become the dwelling-place of thy heavenly gift. Aredsaid also to them that stood by: Blessed &re th
holy, whose souls have never condemned them, éyrliave gained them and are not divided against
themselves: blessed are the spirits of the pucktlay that have received the heavenly crown whole
from the world (age) which hath been appointed thapssed are the bodies of the holy, for they have
been made worthy to become temples of God, thasOhay dwell in them: blessed are ye, for ye
have power to forgive sins: blessed are ye if ge loot that which is committed unto you, but rejac
and departing bear it away with you: blessed arghgédoly, for unto you it is given to ask and tieee
blessed are ye meek for you hath God counted weotbgcome heirs of the heavenly kingdom.
Blessed are ye meek, for ye are they that haveconer the enemy: blessed are ye meek, for ye shall
see the face of the Lord. Blessed are ye that dngéhe Lord's sake for for you is rest laid apd

your souls rejoice from henceforth. Blessed arthgé are quiet, (for ye have been counted worthy) t
be set free from sin [and from the exchange ofrchead unclean beasts]. And when the apostle had
said these things in the hearing of all the mud&uMygdonia was the more confirmed in the faitd an
glory and greatness of Christ.

95 But Charisius the kinsman and friend of Misdaéeasking came to his breakfast and found not his
wife in the house; and he inquired of all that wierlis house: Whither is your mistress oone? Ane 0
of them answered and said: She is gone unto treatggr. And when he heard this of his servant, he
was wroth with the other servants because theybadtraightway told him what was done: and he sat
down and waited for her. And when it was evening sime was come into the house he said to her:
Where wast thou? And she answered and said: Wétphlgsician. And he said: Is that stranger a
physician? And she said: Yea, he is a physiciaoafs: for most physicians do heal bodies that are
dissolved, but he souls that are not destroyedrisitig, hearing this, was very angry in his minghwi
Mygdonia because of the apostle, but he answerneddtleing, for he was afraid; for she was above
him both in wealth and birth: but he departed tmdr, and she went into her chamber. And he said to
the servants: Call her to dinner. But she wouldaoote.

96 And when he heard that she would not come obéothamber, he went in and said unto her:
Wherefore wilt thou not dine with me and perchanctsleep with me as the wont is? yea, concerning
this | have the greater suspicion, for | have héfaatithat sorcerer and deceiver teacheth thatra ma
should not live with his wife, and that which natwequireth and the godhead hath ordained he
overthroweth. When Charisius said these things,ddwnip kept silence. He saith to her again: My lady
and consort Mygdonia, be not led astray by dedeatid vain words, nor by the works of sorcery
which | have heard that this man performeth inrthme of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; for it was
never yet heard in the world that any raised tladand, as | hear, it is reported of this man hieat
raiseth dead men. And for that he neither eatetlinoketh, think not that for righteousness sa&e h
neither eateth nor drinketh but this he doth beedigspossesseth nought, for what should he do which
hath not even his daily bread? And he hath one gatrivecause he is poor, and as for his not reggivin



aught of any (he doth so, to be sure, becausedwdth in himself that he doth not verily heal any
man, Syr.).

97 And when Charisius so said, Mygdonia was séamny stone, but she prayed, asking when it
should be day, that she might go to the apost&hoist. And he withdrew from her and went to dinner
heavy in mind, for he thought to sleep with hercaiding to the wont. And when he was gone out, she
bowed her knees and praved, saying: Lord God arstdvlanerciful Father, Savionr Christ, do thou
give me strength to overcome thc shamelessneskasfdilis, and grant me to keep the holiness
wherein thou delightest, that | also may by it fetdrnal life. And when she had so prayed she laid
herself on her bed and veiled herself.

98 But Charisius having dined came upon her, aedcgkd out, saying: Thou hast no more any room
by me: for my Lord Jesus is greater than thou, ishwith me and resteth in me. And he laughed and
said: Well dost thou mock, saying this of that soec, and well dost thou deride him, who saith: Ye
have no life with God unless ye purify yourselv&@sd when he had so said he essayed to sleep with
her, but she endured it not and cried out bittarigt said: | call upon thee, Lord Jesu, forsake ate n
for with thee have | made my refuge; for when rieal that thou art he that seekest out them tleat ar
veiled in ignorance and savest them that are Ineddror And now | entreat thee whose report | have
heard and believed, come thou to my help and sav&#am the shamelessness of Charisius, that his
foulness may not get the upper hand of me. Andseiae her hands together (tied his hands, Syr.) and
fled from him naked, and as she went forth sheepullown the curtain of the bed-chamber and
wrapped it about her; and went to her nurse, asyut ghere with her.

99 But Charisius was in heaviness all night, andteris face with his hands, and he was minded to
go that very hour and tell the king concerning\teence that was done him, but he considered with
himself, saying: If the great heaviness which ierume compelleth me to go now unto the king, who
will bring me in to him? for | know that my abusath overthrown me from my high looks and my
vainglory and majesty, and hath cast me down imtowuileness and separated my sister Mygonia from
me. Yea, if the king himself stood before the dalthis hour, | could not have gone out and ansiver
him. But | will wait until dawn, and | know that v@ksoever | ask of the king, he granteth it me:land
will tell him of the madness of this stranger, hihat it tyrannously casteth down the great and
illustrious into the depth. For it is not this tlgateveth me, that | am deprived of her companying,

for her am | grieved, because her greatness ofistwimbled: being an honourable lady in whom none
of her house ever found fault (condemned), she fhedhaway naked, running out of her own
bedchamber, and | know not whither she is gonejtamay be that she is gone mad by the means of
that sorcerer, and in her madness hath gone fadithe market-place to seek him; for there is imgth
that appealeth unto her lovable except him andhimgs that are spoken by him.

100 And so saving he began to lament and say: Woeet O my consort, and to thee besides! for | am
too quickly bereaved of thee. Woe is me, my moat dee, for thou excellest all my race: neither son
nor daughter have | had of thee that | might fiest in them; neither hast thou yet dwelt with nfella
year, and an evil eye hath caught thee from me |t\that the violence of death had taken thee, and |
should yet have reckoned myself among kings antesobut that | should suffer this at the handa of
stranger, and belike he is a slave that hath ruayate mine ill fortune and the sorrow of mine uppwa
soul! Let there be no impediment for me until ltdeg him and avenge this night, and may | not be
well-pleasing before Misdaeus the king if he avemgenot with the head of this stranger; (and | will
also tell him) of Siphor the captain vvho hath b#denoccasion of this. For by his means did fhe
stranger appear here, and lodgeth at his housenang there be that go in and come out whom he
teacheth a new doctrine; saying that none canflive quit not all his substance and become a
renouncer like himself: and he striveth to make ynaartakers with him.

101 And as Charisius thought on these things, 8lyedawned: and after the night (?) he put on a mean



habit, and shod himself, and went downcast aneavimess to salute the king. And when the king saw
him he said: Wherefore art thou sorrowful, and csiniesuch garb? and | see that thy countenance is
changed. And Charisius said unto the king: | hamew thing to tell thee and a new desolation which
Siphor hath brought into India, even a certain ldab@a sorcerer, whom he hath sitting in his house a
who departeth not from him: and many are theredbah to him: whom also he teacheth of a new
God, and layeth on them new laws such as neveveet heard, saving: It is impossible for you to
enter into that eternal life which | proclaim urytu, unless ye rid you of your wives, and likewtise
wives of their husbands. And it chanced that mimeeky wife also went to him and became a hearer
of his words, and she believed them, and in thbtrgge forsook me and ran unto the stranger. But
send thou for both Siphor and that sorcerer thiidisvith (in) him, and visit it (?) on their heddst all
that are of our nation perish.

102 And when Misdaeus his friend heard this héngaitim: Be not grieved nor heavy, for | will send
for him and avenge thee, and thou shalt have thy again, and the others that cannot | will avenge.
And the king went forth and sat on the judgemeat,ssnd when he was set he commanded Siphor the
captain to be called. They went therefore untdbisse and found him sitting on the right hand ef th
apostle and Mygdonia at his feet, hearkening towith all the multitude. And they that were sent
from the king said unto Siphor: Sittest thou h&tehing to vain words, and Misdaeus the king 81 hi
wrath thinketh to destroy thee because of thisegsercand deceiver whom thou hast brought into thine
house? And Siphor hearing it was cast down, natloee of the king's threat against him, but for the
apostle, because the king was disposed contrdnyrtoAnd he said to the apostle: | am grieved
concerning thee: for | told thee at the first ttingit woman is the wife of Charisius the king'srideand
kinsman, and he will not suf'fer her to performttslae hath promised, and all that he asketh okitinge

he granteth him. But the apostle said unto SipRear nothing, but believe in Jesus that pleadetbdo
all, for unto his refuge are we gathered togethed Siphor, hearing that, put his garment about him
and went unto Misdaeus the king,

103 And the apostle inquired of Mygdonia: What wees cause that thy husband was wroth with thee
and devised this against us? And she said: Bedaase not myself up unto his corruption
(destruction): for he desired last night to subohgeand subject me unto that passion which he $ervet
and he to whom | have committed my soul deliveredomt of his hands; and I fled away from him
naked, and slept with my nurse: but that which Ibéfen | know not, wherefore he hath contrived this
The apostle saith: These things will not hurt ug;believe thou on Jesus, and he shall overthrew th
wrath of Charisius and his madness and his impalse he shall be a companion unto thee in the
fearful way, and he shall guide thee into his kg and shall bring thee unto eternal life givinge
that confidence which passeth not away nor changeth

104 Now Siphor stood before the king, and he ireguof him: Who is that sorcerer and whence, and
what teacheth he whom thou hast lurking in thinese®@ And Siphor answered the king: Thou art not
ignorant, O king, what trouble and grief |, with dmends had concerning my wife, whom thou
knowest and many others remember, and concerningawghter, whom | value more than all my
possessions, what a time and trial | suffered| fi@came a laughing-stock and a curse in all our
country. And | heard the report of this man and twerhim and entreated him, and took him and
brought him hither. And as | came by the way | seamderful and amazing things: and here also many
did hear the wild ass and concerning that devilwliin@ drove out, and healed my wife and daughter,
and now are they whole; and he asked no rewardequireth faith and holiness, that men should
become partakers with him in that which he doetia: this he teacheth to worship and fear one God,
the ruler of all things, and Jesus Christ his $loat, they may have eternal life. And that which he
eateth is bread and salt, and his drink is watenfevening unto evening, and he maketh many prayers
and whatsoever he asketh of his God, he giveth And.he teacheth that this God is holy and mighty,



and that Christ is living and maketh alive, wherefalso he chargeth them that are there present to
come unto him in holiness and purity and love amthf

105 And when Misdaeus the king heard these thih@sptor he sent many soldiers unto the house of
Siphor the captain, to bring Thomas the apostleadinttiat were found there. And they that were sent
entered in and found him teaching much people;Mygdonia sat at his feet. And when they beheld
the great multitude that were about him, they f@éaaed departed to their king and said: We durst no
say aught unto him, for there was a great multitaoleut him, and Mygdonia sitting at his feet was
listening to the things that were spoken by himdArhen Misdaeus the king and Charisius heard these
things, Charisius leaped out from before the king drew much people with him and said: | will bring
him, O king, and Mygdonia whose understanding tk teken away. And he came to the house of
Siphor the captain, greatly disturbed, and fourmd fithomas) teaching: but Mygdonia he found not,
for she had withdrawn herself unto her house, ftplgarnt that it had been told her husband that she
was there.

106 And Charisius said unto the apostle: Up, thaked one and destroyer and enemy of mine house:
for me thy sorcery harmeth not, for | will visitytlsorcery on thine head. And when he so said, the
apostle looked upon him and said unto him: Thyaterings shall return upon thee, for me thou wilt
not harm any whit: for greater than thee and timgland all your army is the Lord Jesus Christ in
whom | have my trust. And Chalisius took a kercliiefban, Syr.) of one of his slaves and castaidb
the neck of the apostle, saying: Hale him and bhning away; let me see if his God is able to deliver
him out of my hands. And they haled him and led himay to Misdaeus the king. And the apostle
stood before the king, and the king said to hintl: e who thou art and by what power thou doest
these things. But the apostle kept silence. Anckihg commanded his officers (subjects) that he
should be scourged with an hundred and twenty-€fginidred and fifty, Syr.) blows, and bound, and
be cast into the prison; and they bound him andhiedaway. And the king and Charisius considered
how they should put him to death, for the multitwetgrshipped him as God. And they had it in mind to
say: The stranger hath reviled the king and iscaiger.

107 But the apostle went unto the prison rejoi@nd exulting, and said: | praise thee, Jesu, far th
thou hast not only made me worthy of faith in tHa, also to endure much for thy sake. | give thee
thanks therefore, Lord, that thou hast taken thota@ihme and given me patience: | thank thee Lord,
that for thy sake | am called a sorcerer and andiZReceive thou me therefore with the blessing.(Sy
let me receive of the blessing) of the poor, anthefrest of the weary, and of the blessings ahthe
whom men hate and persecute and revile, and spédakaeds of them. For lo, for thy sake | am hated:
lo for thy sake | am cut off from the many, and oy sake they call me such an one as | am not.

108 And as he prayed, all the prisoners lookediom &nd besought him to pray for them: and when he
had prayed and was set down, he began to uttela s this wise:

[Here follows the Hymn of the Soul: a most remat&atmmposition, originally Syriac, and certainly
older than the Acts, with which it has no real cexion. We have it in Greek in one manuscript, the
Vallicellian, and in a paraphrase by Nicetas ofSHadonica, found and edited by Bonnet.]

1 When | was an infant child

in the palace of my Father

2 and resting in the wealth and luxury of my nuetar

out of the East, our native country, my parentvigioned me and sent me.
4 And of the wealth of those their treasures thaytpgether a load

5 both great and light, that | might carry it alone



6 Gold is the load, of them that are above (ohefland of the Ellaeans or Gilaeans),
and silver of the great treasures (or of Gazzalgtbat)

7 and stones, chalcedonies from the Indians

and pearls from the Kosani (Kushan).

8 And they armed me with adamant

9 and they took off from me (Gr. put on me) thengamt set with gems, spangled with gold, which they
had made for me because they loved me

10 and the robe that was yellow in hue, made fostature.

11 And they made a covenant with me, and inscribed mine understanding, that | should forget it,
and said:

12 If thou go down into Egypt, and bring back thetite one pearl
13 which is there girt about by the devouring setpe
14 thou shalt put on the garment set with gems tlaaidrobe whereupon it resteth (or which is thejeo

15 and become with thy brother that is next unt¢Gurs of the well- remembered) an heir (Gr. herald)
in our kingdom.

109. 16 And | came out of the East by a road diffiand fearful, with two guides
17 and | was untried in travelling by it.

18 And | passed by the borders of the Mosani (Ma¥hvhere is the resort of the merchants of the
East,

19 and reached the land of the Babylonians .

20 But when | entered into Egypt, the guides legtwhich had journeyed with me.

21 And | set forth by the quickest way to the satpand by his hole | abode

22 watching for him to slumber and sleep, thatgimtake my pearl from him.

23 And forasmuch as | was alone | made mine agpestge, and appeared as an alien to my people.
24 And there | saw my kinsman from the East, tee-foorn

25 a lad of grace and beauty, a son of princear{@nointed one).

26 He came unto me and dwelt with me,

27 and | had him for a companion, and made himneynd and partaker in my journey (or
merchandise).

28 And | charged him to beware of the Egyptiansl, @npartaking of those unclean things (or
consorting with those unclean men).

29 And | put on their raiment, lest | should see¢rarge, as one that had come from without
30 to recover the pearl; and lest the Egyptiansishawake the serpent against me.

31 But, | know not by what occasion, they learr®at t was not of their country.

32 And with guile they mingled for me a deceit, anasted of their food.

33 And | knew no more that | was a king's son, kimgicame a servant unto their king.



34 And | forgat also the pearl for which my fathkegl sent me,

35 and by means of the heaviness of their food inf® a deep sleep.

110. 36 But when this befell me, my fathers alsoeweare of it, and grieved for me

37 and a proclamation was published in our kingdat, all should meet at our doors.

38 And then the kings of Parthia and they that b#fiee and the great ones of the East

39 made a resolve concerning me, that | shouldbe@deft in Egypt,

40 and the princes wrote unto me signifying thungl (@very noble signed his name to it, Syr.):
41 From the (thy) Father the King of kings, and tingther that ruleth the East,

42 and thy brother that is second unto us; unteonrthat is in Egypt, peace.

43 Rise up and awake out of sleep, and hearkenthiateords of the letter

44 and remember that thou art a son of kingshlmy hast come under the yoke of bondage.
45 Remember the pearl for the which thou wast iseatEgypt (Gr. puts this after 46).

46 Remember thy garment spangled with gold,

47 Thy name is named in the book of life,

48 and with thy brother whom thou hast receivedunkingdom.

111. 49 and the King [as ambassador] sealed it

50 because of the evil ones, even the childreheBabylonians and the tyrannous demons of
Labyrinthus (Sarbug, Syr.).

51 52 It flew and lighted down by me, and becarhspgech.>

53 And | at the voice of it and the feeling oftérted up out of sleep

54 and | took it up and kissed it and read it.

55 And it was written concerning that which wasoreed in mine heart.

56 And | remembered forthwith that | was a soniofjk, and my freedom yearned (sought) after its
kind.

57 | remembered also the pearl for the which | sexg down into Egypt

58 and | began (or came) with charms against thiblie serpent,

59 and | overcame him (or put him to sleep) by mgnthe name of my Father upon him,
60 .

61 And | caught away the pearl and turned bacletr i unto my fathers.

62 And | stripped off the filthy garment and I€ftn their land,

63 and directed my way forthwith to the light of fiayherland in the East.

64 And on the way | found my letter that had awademe,

65 and it, like as it had taken a voice and ramedvhen | slept, so also guided me with the lighat t
came from it.

66 For at times the royal garment of silk beforaengyes,



67

68 and with love leading me and drawing me onward,

69 | passed by Labyrinthus (Sarbug), and | leftyBat upon my left hand

70 and | came unto Meson (Mesene; Maishan) thd,grea

71 that lieth on the shore of the sea,

72 73 from the heights of Warkan (Hyrcania?) hadpansents sent thither

74 by the hand of their treasurers, unto whom tmymitted it because of their faithfulness>.

112. 75 But | remembered not the brightness dbit] was yet a child and very young when | had lef
it in the palace ot my Father,

76 but suddenly, [when] | saw the garment madeuik® me as it had been in a mirror.

77 And | beheld upon it all myself (or saw it whoih myself) and | knew and saw myself through it,
78 that we were divided asunder, being of one;again were one in one shape.

79 Yea, the treasurers also which brought me thaeyat

80 | beheld, that they were two, yet one shapeupas both, one royal sign was set upon both of
them.

81 The money and the wealth had they in their haanal$ paid me the due price,

82 and the lovely garment, which was variegatedi Wrtght colours

83 with gold and precious stones and pearls of tpmee

84 they were fastened above (or in the height)

85 .

86 And the likeness of the King of kings was alalhof it.

87 Sapphire stones were fitly set in it abovel{ke, the sapphire stone also were its manifold hues
113. 88 And again | saw that throughout it motiohBnowledge were being sent forth,

89 and it was ready to utter speech.

90 And | heard it speak :

91 | am of him that is more valiant than all mear,Wwhose sake | was reared up with the Father
himself.

92 And | also perceived his stature (so Gr.- Sperceived in myself that my stature grew in
accordance with his working).

93 And all its royal motions rested upon me agatrgtoward the impulse of it (And with its kingly
motions it was spreading itself toward me).

94 And it hastened, reaching out from the handntd thim that would receive it
95 and me also did yearning arouse to start forthraeet it and receive it.

96 And | stretched forth and received it, and addrmyself with the beauty of the colours thereof
(mostly Syr.; Gr. corrupt)

97 and in my royal robe excelling in beauty | agéynyself wholly.



98 And when | had put it on, | was lifted up unte place of peace (sahltation) and homage
99 and | bowed my head and worshipped the brightokthe Father which had sent it unto me.
100 for I had performed his commandments, andKasvise that which he had promised,

101 and at the doors of his palace which was filmgrbeginning | mingled among ,

102 and he rejoiced over me and received me withihiio his palace,

103 and all his servants do praise him vvith sweeétes.

104 And he promised me that with him | shall bet serio the gates of the king,

105 that with my gifts and my pearl we may appegether before the king.

[Immediately on this, in the Syriac, follows a SarfgPraise of Thomas the apostle consisting of/fort
two ascriptions of praise and four final clausesi@Wt, pp. 245-51). It has no bearing on the Aatxj
is not in itself so remarkable as to need to bertes here.]

114 And Charisius went home glad, thinking thatviife would be with him, and that she had become
such as she was before, even before she heard/the word and believed on Jesus. And he went, and
found her with her hair dishevelled and her clotteed, and when he saw it he said unto her: My lady
Mygdonia, why doth this cruel disease keep holdhe®? and wherefore hast thou done this? | am
thine husband from thy virginity, and both the gadsl the law grant me to have rule over thee, wghat
this great madness of thine, that thou art bcconherigion in all our nation? but put thou away thee
that cometh of that sorcerer; and | will removefaise from among us, that thou mayest see him no
more.

115 But Mygdonia when she heard that gave hergelintio grief, groaning and lamenting and
Charisius said again; Have | then so much wrongedjbds that they have afflicted me with such a
disease? what is my great offence that they hastenea into such humiliation? | beseech thee.
Mvgdonia trangle my soul no more with the pitifigist of thee and thy mean appearance and afflict
not mine heart with care for thee | am Charisiusethusband, whom all the nation honoureth and
feareth. What must | do? | know not whither to tuWhat am | to think? shall | keep silence and
endure? yet who can be patient when men takedasure? and who can endure to lose thy sweet
ways? and what is there for me? (Syr. thy beawtfesh are ever before me) the fragrance of thée is
my nostrils, and thy bright face is fixed in minges. They are taking away my soul, and the fairybod
which | rejoiced to see they are destroying, ad sharpest of eyes they are blinding and cuttfhg o
my right hand: my joy is turning to grief and migelto death, and the light of it is being dyedw®h
darkness. Let no man of you my kindred hencefartik lon me; from you no help hath come to me,
nor will I hereafter worship the gods of the easttthave enwrapped me in such calamities, nortpray
them any more nor sacrifice to them, for | am beedeof my spouse. And what else should | ask of
them? for all my glory is taken away, yet am | eape and next unto the king in power; but Mygdonia
hath set me at nought, and taken away all thesggh{Would that some one would blind one of my
eyes, and that thine eyes would look upon me asweee wont, Syr. which has more clauses, to the
same effect.)

116 And while Charisius spake thus with tears, Mygd sat silent and looking upon the ground; and
again he came unto her and said: My lady Mygdoniast desired of me, remember that out of all the
women that are in India | chose and took thee asnst beautiful, though I might have joined to
myself in marriage many more beautiful: but yae] Mygdonia, for by the gods it would not have
been possible to find another like thee in the lahkhdia; but woe is me alway, for thou wilt notes
answer me a word: but if thou wilt, revile me, battl may only be vouchsafed a word from thee. Look
at me, for | am more comely than that sorcererttot art my wealth and honour: and all men know



that there is none like me: and thou art my rackkamdred; and lo, he taketh thee away from me.

117 And when Charisius had so said, Mygdonia saitb him: He whom | love is better than thee and
thy substance: for thy substance is of earth atusinmeth unto the earth; but he whom I love is of
heaven and will take me with him unto heaven. Tieahh shall pass awav, and thy beauty shall
vanish, and thy robes, and thy many works: and #ialt be alone, naked, with thy transgressions.
Call not to my remembrance thy deeds (unto me), foay the Lord that | may forget thee, so as to
remember no more those former pleasures and thencus the body; which shall pass away as a
shadow, but Jesus only endureth for ever, andahis svhich hope in him. Jesus himself shall quit me
of the shameful decds which | did with thee. AndewICharisius heard this, he turned him to sleep,
vexed (dissolved) in soul, saying to her: Consitlby thyself all this night: and if thou wilt beithi me
such as thou wast before, and not see that sart@rilirdo all according to thy mind, and if thoult
remove thine affection from him | will take him oaitthe prison and let him go and remove into
another country, and | will not vex thee, for | knthat thou makest much of the stranger. And ntt wi
thee first did this matter come about, for manyeotitomen also hath he deceived with thee; and they
have awaked sober and returned to themselves:tdbaothen make nought of my words and cause
me to be a reproach among the Indians.

118 And Charisius having thus spoken went to slbapshe took ten denarii (20 zuze, Syr.), and went
secretly to give them to the gaolers that she magkér in to the apostle. But on the way Judus Tdsom
came and met her, and she saw him and was afoaighé thought that he was one of the rulers: for a
great light went before him. And she said to héms®ishe fled: have lost thee, O my unhappy soul! f
thou wilt not again see Judas the apostle of thiedi, and not yet hast thou received the holy. feadl
she fled and ran into a narrow place and therééidelf, saying: | would rather choose to be killed
(taken) by the poorer, whom it is possible to padgy than to fall into the hand of this mighty rule
who will despise gifts.

The Tenth Act: wherein Mygdonia receiveth baptism.

119 And while Mygdonia thought thus with herselfdds came and stood over her, and she saw him
and was afraid, and fell down and became lifelais terror. But he stood by her and took her by the
hand and said unto her: Fear not, Mygdonia: Jedusat leave thee, neither will the Lord unto whom
thou hast committed thy soul overlook thee. His passionate rest will not forsake thee: he that is
kind will not forsake thee, for his kindness' saka, he that is good for his goodness' sake. Rise u
then from the earth, thou that art become whollyvalit: look on the light, for the Lord leaveth not
them that love him to walk in darkness: behold kit travelleth with his servants, that he is unto
them a defender in perils. And Mygdonia arose ao#téd on him and said: Whither wentest thou, my
lord? and who is he that brought thee out of prisdpehold the sun? Judas Thomas saith unto her: My
Lord Jesus is mightier than all powers and all &iagd rulers.

120 And Mygdonia said: Give me the seal of JesussCand | shall ( let me) receive the gift at thy
hands before thou departest out of life. And sl& tam with her and entered into the court and
awaked her nurse, saying unto her: Narcia (Gr. Marmy mother and nurse, all thy service and
refreshment thou hast done for me from my childhaotl my present age are vain, and for them |
owe thee thanks which are temporal; do for me nisw @ ravour, that thou mayest for ever receive a
recompense from him that giveth great gifts. Anddi¥ain answer saith: What wilt thou, my daughter
Mygdonia, and what is to be done for thy pleasfimethe honours which thou didst promise me
before, the stranger hath not suffered thee toraptish, and thou hast made me a reproach among all
the nation. And now what is this new thing thatutttommandest me? And Mygdonia saith: Become
thou partaker with me in eternal life, that | mageive of thee perfect nurture: take bread andybtin
me, and wine mingled with water, and spare my foeeftake pity on me a free-born woman, Syr.).
And the nurse said: | will bring thee many loavasd for water flagons of wine, and fulfil thy desir



But she saith to the nurse: Flagons | desire ravtthre many loaves: but this only, bring wine mew|
with water and one loaf, and olil .

121 And when Narcia had brought these things, Mygdstood before the apostle with her head bare;
and he took the oil and poured it on her head pggyiihou holy oil given unto us for sanctification,
sccret mystery whereby the cross was shown untithas,art the straightener of the crooked limbs,
thou art the humbler (softener) of hard things @gprthou art it that showeth the hidden treasures,
thou art the sprout of goodness; let thy power ¢detet be established upon thy servant Mygdonia,
and heal thou her by this freedom. And when thevas poured upon her he hade her nurse unclothe
her and gird a linen cloth about her; and there thiae a fountain of water upon which the apostle
went up, and baptized Mygdonia in the name of tdér and the Son and the Holy Ghost. And when
she was baptized and clad, he brake bread andatoog of water and made her a partaker in the body
of Christ and the cup of the Son of God, and sHmbu hast received thy seal, get for thyself eterna
life. And immediately there was heard from abow®ige saying: Yea, amen. And when Narcia heard
that voice, she was amazed, and besought the eploatishe also might receive the seal; and the
apostle gave it her and said: Let the care of threl be about thee as about the rest.

122 And having done these things the apostle retbamto the prison, and found the doors open and
the guards still sleeping. And Thomas said: WHikesthee, O God? who withholdest not thy loving
affection and care from any who is like thee, thexeiful, who hast delivered thy creatures out of. ev
Life that hath subdued death, rest that hath etmkedslory be to the only-begotten of the Father.
Glory to the compassionate that was sent forthhbart. And when he had said thus, the guards
waked and beheld all the doors open, and the misont+ asleep, Syr.>, and said in themselves: Did
not we fasten the doors? and how are they now @mehthe prisoners within?

123 But at the dawn Charisius went unto Mygdomad found them praying and saying: O new God
that by the stranger hast come hither unto usdmidslod of the dwellers in India (Syr. who art hidde
from); God that hast shown thy glory by thine afp$thomas, God whose report we have heard and
believed on thee; God, unto whom we are come &alied; God, who for love of man and for pity
didst come down unto our littleness; God who dsgstk us out when we knew him (thee) not; God that
dwellest in the heights and from whom the deptlkeshat hid: turn thou away from us the madness of
Charisius. And Charisius hearing that said to MyagdoRightly callest thou me evil and mad and foul
| for if I had not borne with thy disobedience, agiden thee liberty, thou wouldest not have catied
God against me and made mention of my name befode But believe me, Mygdonia that in that
sorcerer there is no profit, and what he promisetberform he cannot: but | will perform before thy
sight all that | promise, that thou mayest belierg] bear with my words and be to me as thou wast
beforetime.

124 And he came near and besought her again, sadfythgu wilt be persuaded of me, | shall
henceforth have no grief; remember that day wheno thdst meet me first; tell the truth: was | more
beautiful unto thee at that time, or Jesus at #ig?Mygdonia said: That time required its own, and
this time also; that was the time of the beginnimg, this of the end; that was the time of tempbi)
this of eternal; that of pleasure that passeth aluatythis of pleasure that abideth for ever; tbatjay
and night, this of day without night. Thou sawéstttmarriage that was passing, and here, and single
but this marriage continueth for ever; that wasdnership of corruption, but this of eternal lifiepse
groomsmen (and maids) were men and women of tiotehbse abide unto the end. That marriage
upon earth setteth up dropping dew of the love e itByr. That union was founded upon the earth
where there is an unceasing press: this is founded the bridge of fire upon which is sprinkledaggra
both corrupt); that bride-chamber is taken downrgdaut this remaineth always; that bed was strown
with coverlets (that grow old), but this with loged faith. Thou art a bridegroom that passest amaly
art dissolved (changed), but Jesus is a true modeg, enduring for ever immortal, that dowry was of



money and robes that grow old, but this is of immords which never pass away.

125 And when Charisius heard these things he wantthe king and told him all: and the king
commanded Judas to be brought, that he might joohgend destroy him. But Charisius said: Have
patience a little, O king, and first persuade tt@making him afraid, that he may persuade Mygdonia
to be unto me as formerly. And Misdaeus sent atwhéel the apostle of Christ, and all the prisoners
were grieved because the apostle departed from tioertihey yearned after him, saying: Even the
comfort which we had have they taken away from us.

126 And Misdaeus said unto Judas: Wherefore teattms this new doctrine, which both gods and
men hate, and which hath nought of profit? And duws#ad: What evil do | teach? And Misdaeus said:
Thou teachest, saying that men with the God whau fireachest. Judas saith: Thou sayest true, O
king: thus do | teach. For tell me, art thou nodthrwith thy soldiers if they wait on thee in fijth
garments? if then thou, being a king of earth atdrning unto earth, request thy subjects to be
reverend in their doings, are ye wroth and saithge| teach ill when | say that they who serve my
king must be reverend and pure and free from af gnd care of children and unprofitable riched an
vain trouble? For indeed thou wouldest have thyesub follow thy conversation and thy manners, and
thou punishest them if they despise thy commandsnéoiv much more must they that believe on him
serve my God with much reverence and cleannessexutity, and be quit of all pleasures of the body,
adultery and prodigality and theft and drunkenrsess belly-service and foul deeds?

127 And Misdaeus hearing these things said: Let thee go: go then and persuade Mygdonia, the
wife of Charisius, not to desire to depart from himdas saith unto him: Delay not if thou hast atogh
do: for her, if she hath rightly received what sla¢h learned, neither iron nor fire nor aught else
stronger than these will avail to hurt or to roat bim that is held in her soul. Misdaeus saitlount
Judas: Some poisons do dissolve other poisonsa #metiac cureth the bites of the viper; and thou i
thou wilt canst give a solvent of those diseased,raake peace and concord betwixt this couplebyor
so doing thou wilt spare thyself, for not yet ddu sated with life; and know thou that if thourdut
persuade her, | will catch thee away out of tHeswhich is desirable unto all men. And Judas said:
This life hath been given as a loan, and this ism@ne that changeth, but that life whereof | teigch
incorruptible; and beauty and youth that are séat g a little cease to be. The king saith to him
have counselled thee for the best, but thou knothest own alfairs.

128 And as the apostle went forth from before ting,kCharisius came to him and entreated him and
said: | beseech thee, O man: | have not sinnechsigiee or any other at any time, nor against the
gods; wherefore hast thou stirred up this greatnoay against me? and for what cause hast thou
brought such disturbance upon mine house? andpbét hast thou of it? but if thou thinkest to gai
somewhat, tell me the gain, what it is, and | ywiibcure it for thee without labour. To what endtdos
thou make me mad, and cast thyself into destruetionif thou persuade her not, | will both disgatc
thee and finally take myself out of life. But i thou sayest, after our departing hence thereret

life and death, and also condemnation and victadyaplace of judgement, then will | also go in
thither to be judged with thee: and if that God whiliou preachest is just and awardeth punishment
justly, I know that | shall gain my cause agaim&tet; for thou hast injured me, having suffered no
wrong at my hands: for indeed even here | am abéénge myself on thee and bring upon thee all
that thou hast done unto me. Therefore be thowpdesl, and come home with me and persuade
Mygdonia to be with me as she was at first, beétwe beheld thee. And Judas saith to him: Believe me
my child that if men loved God as much as they lome another, they would ask of him all things and
receive them, and none would do them violence étheuld be nothing which would not obey them,

Syr.).

129 And as Thomas said this, they came unto theehoftiCharisius and found Mygdonia sitting and
Narcia standing by her, and her hand supportingheek; and she was saying: Let the remainder of



the days of my life, O mother, be cut off from raad all the hours become as one hour, and let me
depart out of life that | may go the sooner andoletkhat beautiful one, whose report | have heard,
even that living one and giver of life unto therattbelieve on him, where is not day and night, nor
light and darkness, nor good and evil, nor poorrétg nor male and female, nor free and bond, nor
proud that subjecteth the humble. And as she Siakapostle stood by her, and forthwith she rose up
and did him reverence. Then Charisius said unto Bieest thou how she feareth and honoureth thee
and all that thou shalt bid her she will do williyg

130 And as he so spake, Judas saith unto Mygdblyiataughter Mygdonia, obey that which thy
brother Charisius saith. And Mygdonia saith: Ifuh@ast not able the deed in word wilt thou compel
me to endure the act? for | have heard of theethiatife is of no profit, and this relief is fartime,
and these possessions are transitory. And againstiidst that whoso renounceth this life shallikece
the life eternal, and whoso hateth the light of dagl night shall behold a light that is not oveetak
that whoso despiseth this money shall find othereternal money. But now because thou art in fear.
Who that hath done somewhat and is praised fowtrk& changeth it? straightway overthroweth it
from the foundation? who diggeth a spring watea thirsty land and straightway filleth it in? who
findeth a treasure and useth it not? And Charisassd It and said: | will not imitate you, neithveitl |
hasten to destroy you; nor though | may so do, valit bonds about thee (but thee | will bind, Byr.
and | will not suffer thee to speak with this soereand if thou obey me, well, but if not, | knavhat

| must do.

131 And Judas went out of Charisius' house andrtegpanto the house of Siphor and lodged there
with him. And Siphor said: | will prepare for Judasall (triclinium) wherein he may teach (Syr.
Siphor said to Judas: Prepare thyself an apartr&erjt,And he did so; and Siphor said : | and myewi
and daughter will dwell henceforth in holiness, andhastity, and in one affection. | beseech the¢
we mav receive of thee the seal, and become warstsf the true God and numbered among his
sheep and lambs. And Judas said: | am afraid @kt which | think: yet I know somewhat, and
what | know it is not possible for me to utter.

132 And he began to say concerning baptism: Tipsidra is remission of sins (the Greek MSS. U and
P have divergent texts, both obscure): this brimf@tth again light that is shed about us: thisigeith

to new birth the new man (this is the restorerraterstandings Syr.): this mingleth the spirit (wiitle
body), raiseth up in threefoldwise a new man amthgar of the remission of sins. Glory be to thee,
hidden one, that art communicated in baptism. Glothee the unseen power that is in baptism. Glory
to thee, renewal, whereby are renewed they thadiaggtzed and with affection take hold upon thee.

And having thus said, he poured oil over their Isesd said: Glory be to thee the love of compassion
(bowels). Glory to thee name of Christ. Glory teg¢hpower established in Christ. And he commanded
a vessel to be brought, and baptized them in theerad the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost.

133 And when they were baptized and clad, he seatdoon the table and blessed it, and said: Bread of
life, the which who eat abide incorruptible: Brehdt filleth the hungry souls with the blessingrdud:
thou art he that vouchsafest to receive a gift, tth@au mayest become unto us remission of sins, and
that they who eat thee may become immortal: wekaugon thee the name of the mother, of the
unspeakable mystery of the hidden powers and atidsof? we name the name of the unspeakable
mystery, that is hidden from all &c.): we invokeaupthee the name of [thy?] Jesus. And he said: Let
the powers of blessing come, and be establishédsread, that all the souls which partake afaty

be washed from their sins. And he brake and gate Siphor and his wife and daughter.

The Eleventh Act: concerning the wife of Misdaeus.

134 Now Misdaeus the king, when he had let Judadiged and went home, and told his wife what
had befallen Charisius their kinsman, saying: Skatwath come to pass to that unhappy man, and



thou thyself knowest, my sister Tertia, that a rhath nought better than his own wife on whom he
resteth; but it chanced that his wife went untd fuacerer of whom thou hast heard that he is dome
the land of the Indians, and fell into his charmd & parted from her own husband; and he knoweth
not what he should do. And when | would have degstiadhe malefactor, he would not have it. But do
thou go and counsel her to incline unto her huspand forsake the vain words of the sorcerer.

135 And as soon as she arose Tertia went to theehmfuCharisius her husband's , and found Mygdonia
lying upon the earth in humiliation, and ashes sakcloth were spread under her, and she was
praying that the Lord would forgive her her fornsers and she might soon depart out of life. And
Tertia said unto her: Mygdonia, my dear sister emtipanion what is this hand (Syr. this folly)? what
is the disease that hath overtaken thee? and wast tttou the deeds of madmen? Know thyself and
come back unto thine own way, come near unto thyyrkansfolk, and spare thy true husband
Charisius, and do not things unbefitting a free-wwamMygdonia saith unto her: O Tertia, thou hast no
yet heard the preacher of life: not yet hath helied thine ears, not yet hast thou tasted the medic

of life nor art freed from corruptible mourning. dinstandest in the life of time, and the everlagsliie
and salvation thou knowest not, and perceivesthincorruptible fellowship. Thou standest clad in
robes that grow old and desirest not those thagtammal, and art proud of this beauty which vagtish
and hast no thought of the holiness of thy soud; @ rich in a multitude of servants, (and hast no
freed thine own soul from servitude, Syr.) and gsicthyself in the glory that cometh of many, but
redeemest not thyself from the condemnation oftdeat

136 And when Tertia heard this of Mygdonia she :dgiday thee, sister, bring me unto that stranger
that teacheth these great things, that | also magng hear him, and be taught to worship the God
whom he preacheth, and become partaker of his fmaged a sharer in all that thou hast told me of.
And Mygdonia saith to her: He is in the house @h®r the captain; for he is become the occasion of
life unto all them that are being saved in IndiadAearing that, Tertia went quickly to Siphor'siée,
that she might see the new apostle that was coitherthAnd when she entered in, Judas said unto her
What art thou come to see? a man that is a stramgepoor and contemptible and needy, having
neither riches nor substance; yet one thing | ssadich neither kings nor rulers can take awat, th
neither perisheth nor ceaseth, which is Jesusdli®& of all mankind, the Son of the living Godhav
hath given life unto all that believe on him ankietaefuge with him and are known to be of the numbe
of his servants (sheep, Syr.). Unto whom saithidieMay | become a partaker of this life which thou
promisest that all they shall receive who come ttogreunto the assembly of God. And the apostle said
The treasury of the holy king is opened wide, dred/twhich worthily partake of the good things that
are therein do rest, and resting do reign: but, firs man cometh unto him that is unclean and fale:

he knoweth our inmost hearts and the depths ofrmuwght, and it is not possible for any to escape
him. Thou, then, if verily thou believest in hinmadt be made worthy of his mysteries; and he will
magnify thee and enrich thee, and make thee tm beia of his hingdom.

137 And Tertia having heard this returned homeicgjg, and found her husband awaiting her, not
having dined, and when Misdaeus saw her he sai@né#his it that thine entering in to-day is more
beautiful? and wherefore art thou come walking,clntbeseemeth not free-born women like thee? And
Tertia saith unto him: | owe thee the greateshahks for that thou didst send me unto Mygdonia| fo
went and heard of a new life, and | saw the nevstgof the God that giveth life unto them that
believe on him and fulfil his commandments; | outjigrefore myself to recompense thee for this
favour and admonition with good advice; for thoalsbhe a great king in heaven if thou obey me and
fear the God that is preached by the strangrerkaagd thyself holy unto the living God. For this
kingdom passeth away, and thy comfort will be tdrmgo affliction: but go thou to that man, and
believe him, and thou shalt live unto the end. Artnetn Misdaeus heard these things of his wife, he
smote his face with his hands and rent his cloimessaid: May the soul of Charisius find no rest, f



he hath hurt me to the soul; and may he have ne,Hophe hath taken away my hope. And he went
out greatly vexed.

138 And he found Charisius his friend in the magidace, and said unto him: Why hast thou cast me
into hell to be another companion to thyself? whgtlthou emptied and defrauded me to gain nought?
why hast thou hurt me and profited thyself notl& &hy hast thou slain me and thyself not lived?
Why hast thou wronged me and thyself not got jeStiwhy didst thou not suffer me to destroy that
sorcerer before he corrupted my house with his edaless? And he kept hold upon (was upbraiding,
Syr.) Charisius. And Charisius saith: Why, whathhagfallen thee? Misdaeus said: He hath bewitched
Tertia. And they went both of them unto the hous8iphor the captain, and found Judas sitting and
teaching. And all they that were there rose up fieefioe king, but he arose not. And Misdaeus
perceived that it was he, and took hold of the aadtoverset it, and took up the seat with both his
hands and smote his head so that he wounded igelivéred him to his soldiers, saying: Take him
away, and hale him with violence and not gentlgt tiis shame may be manifest unto all men. And
they haled him and took him to the place where &g judged, and he stood there, held of the
soldiers of Misdaeus.

The Twelfth Act: concerning Ouazanes (luzanes)stireof Misdaeus.

139 And Ouazanes (luzanes, P; Vizan, Syr.) theo$dfisdaeus came unto the soldiers and said: Give
me him that | may speak with him until the king aiim And they gave him up, and he brought him in
where the king gave judgement. And luzanes saitfowest thou not that | am the son of Misdaeus the
king, and | have power to say unto the king whaiil, and he will sufier thee to live? tell me then

who is thy God, and what power dost thou claim glody in it? for if it be some power or art of

magic, tell it me and teach me, and | will let tlyge Judas saith unto him: Thou art the son of
Misdacus the king who is king for a time, but | #m servant of Jesus Christ the eternal king, bod t
hast power to say to thy father to save whom thittumthe temporal life wherein men continue not,
which thou and thy father grant, but | beseech mordland intercede for men, and he giveth them a
new life which is altogether enduring. And thou &teat thyself of possessions and servants and robes
and luxury and unclean chamberings, but | boasethg$ povertv and philosophy and humility and
lasting and prayer and the fellowship of the Holyo& and of my brethren that are worthy of God: and
| boast myself of eternal life. And thou reliest (rast taken refuge with) a man like unto thysat a

not able to save his own soul from judgement aradigdout | rely upon the living God, upon the
saviour of kings and princes, who is the judgelloin@n. And ye indeed to-day perchance are, and to-
morrow are no more, but | have taken refuge with thiat abideth for ever and knoweth all our
seasons and times. And if thou wilt become theasdref this God thou shalt soon do so; but show tha
thou wilt be a servant worthy of him hereby: fipstholiness (puritv), which is the head of all good
things, and then by fellowship with this God whopréach, and philosophy and simplicity and love
and faith and in him, and unity of pure food (simopy of pure i e, Syr.).

140 And the young man was persuaded by the Lorcdsanght occasion how he might let Judas
escape: but while he thought thereon, the king came the soldiers took Judas and led him fortld An
luzanes went forth with him and stood beside himd Avhen the king was set he bade Judas be
brought in, with his hands bound behind him; anavias brought into the midst and stood there. And
the king saith: Tell me who thou art and by whawpothou doest these things. And Judas saith to him
| am a man like thee, and by the power of JesusQhdo these things. And Misdaeus saith: Tell me
the truth before | destroy thee. And Judas saltlouThast no power against me, as thou supposelst, an
thou wilt not hurt me at all. And the king was wrat his words, and commanded to heat iron plates
and set him upon them barefoot; and as the soltheksoff his shoes he said: The wisdom of God is
better than the wisdom of men. Thou Lord and Kishg thou take counsel against them, Syr.) and let
thy goodness resist his wrath. And they broughpthtes which were like fire, and set the apogpleru



them, and straightway water sprang up abundardty the earth, so that the plates were swallowed up
in it, and they that held him let him go and witnrthemselves.

141 And the king seeing the abundance of watertealddas: Ask thy God that he deliver me from this
death, that | perish not in the flood. And the aleograyed and said: Thou that didst bind this eleim
(nature) and gather it into one place and serattih finto divers lands; that didst bring disorddpi

order, that grantest mighty works and great wontdgrhe hands of Judas thy servant; that hast mercy
on my soul, that | may alway receive thy brightnéisat givest wages unto them that have laboured;
thou saviour of my soul, restoring it unto its omature that it may have no fellowship with hurtful
things; that hast alway been the occasion of ditethou restrain this element that it lift not tgeif to
destroy; for there are some of them that stand Wwhceshall believe on thee and live. And when he ha
prayed, the water was swallowed up by little attééliand the place became dry. And when Misdaeus
saw it he commanded him to be taken to the prisonil |1 shall consider how he must be used.

142 And as Judas was led away to the prison thégllawed him, and luzanes the king's son walked
at his right hand, and Siphor at the left. And heeed into the prison and sat down, and luzanés an
Siphor, and he persuaded his wife and his daugih&t down, for they also were come in to hear the
word ot life. For they knew that Misdaeus wouldydtém because of the excess of his anger. And
Judas began to say: O liberator of my soul frombitvedage of the many, because | gave myself to be
sold ; behold, I rejoice and exult, knowing that thmes are fulfilled for me to enter in and reeeiv

Lo, I am to be set free from the cares that artherearth; lo, | fulfil mine hope and reccive truiid |

am set free from sorrow and put on joy alone; lsedome careless and griefless and dwell in r@st; |
am set free from bondage and am called unto libkrty have served times and seasons, and | am
lifted up above times and seasons; lo, | receivevages from my recompenser, who giveth without
reckoning (hnumber) because his wealth sufficetiifergift; and I shall not put it on again; lo|éep
and awake, and | shall no more go to sleep; I hdd live again, and | shall no more taste oflfdea
lo, they rejoice and expect me, that | may comelsndith their kindred and be set as a flower @irth
crown; lo, | reign in the kingdom whereon | set hope, even frorm hence; lo, the rebellious fall
before me, for | have escaped them; lo, (unto imepkeace hath come, whereunto all are gathered.

143 And as the apostle spake thus, all that wene thearkened, supposing that in that hour he would
depart out of life. And again he said: Believe lba physician of all , both seen and unseen, artden
saviour of the souls that need help from him. Thike free-born of kings, this the physician o hi
creatures; this is he that was reproached of hisslaves; this is the Father of the height and_tre

of nature and the Judge (? Father of nature and &ithe height and supreme Judge, Syr.): he cdme o
the greatest, the only-begotten son of the deepharwas called the son of (became visible through,
Syr.) Mary the virgin, and was termed the son akjpd the carpenter: he whose littleness (we beheld)
with the eyes of our body, but his greatness weived by faith, and saw it in his works whose human
body we felt also with our hands, and his aspecsave transfigured (changed) with our eyes, but his
heavenly semblance on the mount we were not aldedohe that made the rulers stumble and did
violence unto death: he, the truth that lieth tiwdt at the last paid the tribute for himself argl h
disciplcs: whom the prince beholding feared andpthwers that were with him were troubled; and the
prince bare witness (asked him, Syr.) who he wasiamm whence, and knew not the truth, because he
is alien from truth: he that having authority ottee world, and the pleasures therein, and the
possessions and the comfort, all these thingswaneéth away his subjects, that they should not use
them.

144 Alld having fulfilled these sayings, he arosd @rayed thus: our Father, which art in heaven:
hallowed be thy name: Thy kingdom come: Thy willdmne, as in heaven so upon earth: and forgive
us our debts as we also have forgiven our debAdmi lead us not into temptation, but deliver usriro
the evil one.



My Lord and God, hope and confidence and teachey hast taught me to pray thus, behold, | pray
this prayer and fulfil thy commandment: be thouhwite unto the end; thou art he that from childhood
hast sown life in me and kept me from corruptitvout art he that hast brought me unto the poverty of
this world, and exhorted me unto the true richlesutart he that hast made me known unto myself and
showed me that | am thine; and | have kept myse# from woman, that that which thou requirest be
not found in defilement.

[At the words 'My Lord and God' begins the doulaiettrepresented on the one hand by the MS. U and
on the other by the Paris MS. P, and three (p#otly) others. These insert the prayer after ch. 167
Their text, | believe, may be the original Greefollow it here, repeating the first paragraph.]

(144) My Lord and God, my hope and my confidenag iy teacher, that hast implanted courage in
me, thou didst teach me to pray thus; behold, y grg prayer and bring thy will to fulfilment: badu
with me unto the end. Thou art he that from my fiayt didst give me patience in temptation and me
life and preserve me from corruption; thou art et tlidst bring me into the poverty of this worttla
fill me with the true riches; thou art he that didsow me that | was thine: wherefore | was never
joined unto a wife, that the temple worthy of tmeight not be found in pollution.

145 My mouth sufficeth not to praise thee, neitlr@r| able to conceive the care and providence
(carefulness) which hath been about me from thaehathou hast had for me). For | desired to gain
riches, but thou by a vision didst show me thay e full of loss and iniury to them that gainrthe

and | believed thy showing, and continued in thegpty of the world until thou, the true riches wert
revealed unto me, who didst fill both me and trst tleat were worthy of thee with thine own riches
and set free thine own from care and anxiety. eitherefore fulfilled thy commandments, O Lord, and
accomplished thy will, and become poor and needlyaastranger and a bondman and set at nought and
a prisoner and hungry and thirsty and nalied arsthod, and | have toiled for thy sake, that my
confidence might not perish and my hope that ih@® might not be confounded and my much labour
might not be in vain and my weariness not be califdenought: let not my prayers and rmy continual
fastings perish, and my great zeal toward theeaidetny seed of wheat be changed for tares outyof t
land, let not the enemy carry it away and minggedwn tares therewith; for thy land verily recelvet
not his tares, neither indeed can they be laichuithine houses.

146 | have planted thy vine in the earth, it hahtslown its roots into the depth and its growth is
spread out in the height, and the fruits of itgtretched forth upon the earth, and they that amthy

of thee are made glad by them, whom also thoudased. The money which thou hast from me | laid
down upon the table (bank); this, when thou reatiiite restore unto me with usury, as thou hast
promised. With thy one mind have | traded and haaée ten, thou hast added rnore to me beside that
| had, as thou didst covenant. | have forgiven mlgtdr the mine, require thou it not at my handgas
bidden to the supper and | came: and | refusethtiteand the yoke of oxen and the wife, that | rhigh
not for their sake be rejected; | was bidden towkdding, and | put on white raiment, that | migkt
worthy of it and not be bound hand and foot and iceis the outer darkness. My lamp with its bright
light expecteth the master coming from the marrisiggt it may receive him, and | may not (? he may
not) see it dimmed because the oil is spent. Myres,eO Christ, look upon thee, and mine heart
exulteth with joy because | have fulfilled thy walhd perfected thy commandments; that | may be
likened unto that watchful and careful servant whhis eagerness neglecteth not to keep vigil fothe
MSS.: | have not slumbered idly in keeping thy caameiments: in the first sleep and at midnight and
at cockcrow, that mine eyes may behold thee, &dl.xhe night have | laboured to keep mine house
from robbers, lest it be broken through.

147 My loins have | girt close with truth and boungt shoes on my feet, that | may never see them
gaping: mine hands have | put unto the yoked plarghhave not turned away backward, lest my
furrows go crooked. The plough-land is become wéité the harvest is come, that | may receive my



wages. My garment that groweth old | have worn ant the labour that hath brought me unto rest
have | accomplished. | have kept the first watcth e second and the third, that | may behold thy
face and adore thine holy brightness. | have rootgdhe worst (pulled down my barns, Syr.) antl lef
thern desolate upon earth, that | may be filletiffom thy treasures (Gr. MSS. add: all my substanc
have | sold, that | may gain thee the pearl). Tlogstrspring that was in me have | dried up, thagly

live and rest beside thine inexhaustible springgiatl Syr.: rest beside thy living spring). Thetegp
whom thou didst commit to me | have slain, thatléch is set free in me may not fall from his
confidence. Him that was inward have | made outveard the outward , and all thy fullness hath been
fulfilled in me. | have not returned unto the trsrigpat are behind, but have gone forward unto the
things that are before, that | become not a reproBice dead man have | quickened, and the livireg on
have | overcome, and that which was lacking hdiked up (Syr. Wright, not the older one, inserts
negatives, ' not quickened ', &c.), that | may ree¢he crown of victory, and the power of Chrisiyn

be accomplished in me. | have received reproach epath, but give thou me the return and the
recompense in the heavens. (U omits practicallthadlchapter.)

148 Let not the powers and the officers perceiveand let them not have any thought concerning me;
let not the publicans and exactors ply their cgllipon me; let not the weak and the evil cry out
against me that am valiant and humble, and whem bb@ane upward let them not rise up to stand
before me, by thy power, O Jesu, which surroundethas a crown: for they do flee and hide
themselves, they cannot look on thee: but (forgsad do they fall upon them that are subject to
them, and the portion of tile sons of the evil die¢h itself cry out and convict them; and it is hat

from them, nor their nature is made known: thedrkih of the evil one are separated off. Do thoa the
grant me, Lord, that | may pass by in quietnessj@ypdnd peace, and pass over and stand before the
judge, and let not the devil (or slanderer) lookmume; let his eyes be blinded by thy light whicbu
hast made to dwell in me, close thou up (muzzlenmuth: for he hath found nought against me.

[We revert to U.]

149 And he said again unto them that were about béleve in the Saviour of them that have
laboured in his service: for my soul already flshgth because my time is near to receive him;dor h
being beautiful draweth me on always to speak amiveg his beauty, what it is though | be not able
and suffice not to speak it worthily: thou that tie light (feeder, Syr.) of my poverty and thesigy

of my defects and nurturer of my need: be thou withuntil | come and receive thee for evermore.

The Thirteenth Act: wherein luzanes receiveth saptith the rest.

150 And luzanes the youth besought the apostlmgalypray thee, O man, apostle of God, suffer me
to go, and I will persuade the gaoler to permietteecome home with me, that by thee | may receive
the seal, and become thy minister and a keep&éieatdmmandments of the God whom thou preachest.
For indeed, formerly | walked in those things whibbu teachest, until my father compelled me and
joined me unto a wife by name Mnesara; for | amminone-and-twentieth year, and have now been
seven years married, and before | was joined imiag® | knew no other woman, wherefore also | was
accounted useless of my father, nor have | evesbadr daughter of this wife and also my wife
herself hath lived with me in chastity all this @mrand to-day, if she had been in health, and had
listened to thee, | know well that both | shouldd&deen at rest and she would have received eternal
life; but she is in peril and afflicted with mudmess; | will therefore persuade the keeper tleat h
promise to come with me, for | live by myself: ahdu shalt also heal that unhappy one. And Judas th
apostle of the Most High, hearing this, said taales: If thou believest, thou shalt see the manfels
God, and how he saveth his servants.

151 And as they spake thus together, Tertia andddg and Narcia stood at the door of the prison,
and they gave the gaoler 363 staters of silveresutered in to Judas; and found luzanes and Sipitbr a



his wife and daughter, and all the prisoners gjtind hearing the word. And when they stood by him
he said to them: Who hath suffered you to come us®and who opened unto you the sealed door that
ye came forth? Tertia saith unto him: Didst nottlepen the door for us and tell us to come into the
prison that we might take our brethren that weesghand then should the Lord show forth his giory
us? And when we came near the door, | know not Hwy wast parted from us and hid thyself and
camest hither before us where also we heard ttse dithe door, when thou didst shut us out. We

gave money therefore to the keepers and came itoane are here praying thee that we may
persuade thee and let thee escape until the kimgth against thee shall cease. Unto whom Judds sai
Tell us first of all how ye were shut up.

152 And she saith to him: Thou wast with us, ams$tnever leave us for one hour, and askest thou
how we were shut up? but if thou desirest to He=ay. The king Misdaeus sent for me and said unto
me: Not yet hath that sorcercr prevailed over th@eas | hear, he bewitcheth men with oil andewrat
and bread, and hath not yet bewitched thee; buwt twe: me, for if not, | will imprison thee and wea
thee out, and him I will destroy; for | know th&he hath not yet given thee oil and water anddirbe
hath not prevailed to get power over thee. Andd sato him: Over my body thou hast authority, and
do thou all that thou wilt; but my soul | will ntt perish with thee. And hearing that he shut ménu

a chamber (beneath his dining-hall, Syr.): and Sher brought Mygdonia and shut her up with me:
and thou broughtest us out and didst bring us &iteer; but give thou us the seal quickly, that the
hope of Misdacus who counselleth thus may be dut of

153 And when the apostle heard this, he said: Glerio thee, O Jesu of many forms, glory to thaé th
appearest in the guise of our poor manhood: glmtizé¢e that encouragest us and makest us strong and
givest grace and consolest and standest by usperdk, and strengthenest our weakness. And as he
thus spake, the gaoler came and said: Put ouaithpd, lest any accuse you unto the king. And then
they extinguished the lamps, and turned to sleepthe apostle spake unto the Lord: It is the time

now, O Jesu, for thee to make haste; for, lo thiedem of darkness sit (make us to sit, Syr.) iaith

own darkness, do thou therefore enlighten us vaghight of thy nature. And on a sudden the whole
prison was light as the day: and while all theyt thiere in the prison slept a deep sleep, they thay

had believed in the Lord continued waking.

154 Judas therefore saith to luzanes: Go thou éafiod make ready the things for our need. luzanes
thererore saith: And who will open me the doorghefprison? for the gaolers shut them and are gone
to sleep. And Judas saith: Believe in Jesus, amdghalt find the doors open. And when he wenthfort
and departed from them, all the rest followed dfier. And as luzanes was gone on before, Mnesara
his wife met him coming unto the prison. And shewrhim and said: My brother luzanes, is it thou?
and he saith, Yea, and art thou Mnesara? and ghersa. luzanes said unto her; Whither walkest
thou, especialiy at so untimely an hour? and hostweou able to rise up? And she said: This youth
laid his hand on me and raised me up, and in ardiesy that | should go where the stranger sitteth
and become perfectly whole. luzanes saith to hératWouth is with thee? And she said: Seest thou
not him that is on my right hand, leading me byhbhad?

155 And while they spake together thus, Judas, Siphor and his wife and daughter and Tertia and
Mygdonia and Narcia came unto luzanes' house. Andddra the wife of luzanes seeing him did
reverence and said: Art thou come that savedsbus the sore disease? thou art he whom | saw in the
night delivering unto me this youth to bring mehe prison. But thy goodness suffered me not tavgro
weary, but thou thyself art come unto me. And songashe turned about and saw the youth no more;
and finding him not, she saith to the apostle: Iraphable to walk alone: for the youth whom thou
gavest me is not here. And Judas said: Jesusemtidforth lead thee. And thereafter she came rgnnin
unto him. And when they entered into the housaipahes the son of Misdaeus the king though it was
yet night, a great light shined and was shed attaun.



156 And then Judas began to pray and to speak@aosmpanion and defender (ally) and hope of the
weak and confidence of the poor: refuge and lodgirihe weary: voice that came forth of the height
(sleep, Gr.): comforter dwelling in the midst: partd harbour of them that pass through the regbns
the rulers: physician that healest without paymemhio among men wast crucified for many: who didst
go down into hell with great might: the sight of evh the princes of death endured not; and thou
camest up with great glory, and gathering all thileat fled unto thee didst prepare a way, and in thy
footsteps all they journeyed whom thou didst redesamd thou broughtest them into thine own fold and
didst join them with thy sheep: son of mercy, the that for love of man wast sent unto us from the
perfect country (fatherland) that is above, thedLof all possessions (undefiled possessions, Siyad:
servest thy servants that they may live: thatdillereation with thine own riches: the poor, thastin
need and didst hunger forty days: that satisflassty souls with thine own good things; be thothwi
luzanes the son of Misdaeus and with Tertia andddliree and gather them into thy fold and mingle
them with thy number; Be unto them a guide in Hrellof error: be unto them a physician in the land
of sickness: be unto them a rest in the land ofstbary: sanctify them in a polluted land: be their
physician both of bodies and souls: make them teshyples of thee, and let thine holy spirit dwell in
them.

157 Having thus prayed over them, the apostlewsatid Mygdonia: Unclothe thy sisters. And she took
off their clothes and girded them with girdles @amdught them: but luzanes had first gone beford, an
they came after him; and the apostle took oil aup of silver and spake thus over it: Fruit more
beautifull than all other fruits, unto which noner whatsoever may be compared: altogether
merciful: fervent with the force of the word: powarthe tree which men putting upon them overcome
their adversaries: crowner of the conquerors: f@imbol) and joy of the sick: that didst announce
unto men their salvation that showest light to thbat are in darkness; whose leaf is bitter, bubyn
most sweet fruit thou art fair, that art roughhe sight but soft to the taste; seeming to be watkin

the greatness of thy strength able to bear the pthaébeholdeth all things. Having thus said [a
corrupt word follows]: Jesu: let his victorious rhtgcome and be established in this oll, like agas
established in the tree (wood) that was its kienelis might at that time, whereof they that ciedif
thee could not endure the word: let the gift alsme whereby breathing upon his (thine) enemies thou
didst cause them to go backward and fall headlowlget it rest on this oil, whereupon we invokenthi
holy name. And having thus said, he poured it fipgdn the head ol luzanes and then upon the
women's heads, saying: In thy name, O Jesu Clatist,be unto these souls for remission of sing an
for turning back of the adversary and for salvatbtheir souls. And he commanded Mygdonia to
anoint them but he himself anointed luzanes. Andrngganointed them he led them down into the
water in the name of the Father and the Son anHaheGhost.

158 And when they were come up, he took bread anghaand blessed it and said: Thine holy body
w}lich was crucified for us do we eat, and thy kdabat was shed for us unto salvation do we drink;
let therefore thy body be unto us salvation andallbpd for remission of sins. And for the gall wic
thou didst drink for our sakes let the gall of teil be removed from us: and for the vinegar which
thou hast drunk for us, let our weakness be madagtand for the spitting which thou didst receive
for us, let us receive the dew of thy goodness:k@ngr for) the reed wherewith they smote thee for
us, let us receive the perfect house: and wheheasreceivedst a crown of thorns for our sakeyget
that have loved thee put on a crown that fadettanaty; and for the linen cloth wherein thou wast
Wrapped, let us also be girt about with thy powat is not vanquished and for the new tomb and the
burial let us receive renewing of soul and bodyl for that thou didst rise up and revive, let usve
and live and stand before thee in righteous judgéndend he brake and gave the eucharist unto
luzanes and Tertia and Mnesara and the wife anghti@uof Siphor and said: Let this eucharist b@unt
you for salvation and joy and health of your soAlsd they said: Amen. And a voice was heard,
saying: Amen: fear ye not, but only believe.



[THE MARTYRDOM]
Here we revert to the text of P and its companions.
159 And after these things Judas departed to basoned.

And Tertia with Mygdonia and Narcia also went toit@risoned. And the apostle Thomas said unto
them -the multitude of them that had believed bg@regent: Daughters and sisters and fellow-servants
which have believed in my Lord and God, ministeéreg Jesus, hearken to me this day: for | do
deliver my word unto you, and | shall no more sp&éhk you in this flesh nor in this world; for | ggp
unto my Lord and God Jesus Christ, unto him thit s@, unto that Lord that humbled himself even
unto me the little, and brought me up unto etegnaatness, that vouchsafed to me to become his
servant in truth and steadfastness: unto him dgpérd, knowing that the time is fulfilled, and ttheay
appointed hath drawn near for me to go and recalweecompense from my Lord and God: for my
recompenser is righteous, who knoweth me, how hotgyreceive my reward; for he is not grudging
nor envious, but is rich in his gifts, he is ndower of craft (OT sparing) in that he giveth, foe hath
confidence in his possessions which cannot fail.

160 | am not Jesus, but | am his servant: | anOmoist, but | am his minister; | am not the Son of
God, but | pray to become worthy of God. Continedrythe faith of Christ: continue in the hope of
the Son of God: faint not at affliction, neitherdigided in mind if ye see me mocked or that | dmts
up in prison ; for I do accomplish his will. Forlihad willed not to die, | know in Christ thatrinaable
thereto: but this which is called death, is nottdehut a setting free from the body; whereforedeaive
gladly this setting free from the body, that | ntigpart and see him that is beautiful and full ofape
him that is to be loved: for | have endured mugchitohis service, and have laboured for his grédee
is come upon me, which departeth not from me. bétSatan, then, enter you by stealth and catch
away your thoughts: let there be in you no placéhim: for he is mighty whom ye have received.
Look for the coming of Christ, for he shall comalarceive you, and this is he whom ye shall see
when he cometh.

161 When the apostle had ended these sayingswryinto the house, and the apostle Thomas said:
Saviour that didst suffer many things for us, hetste doors be as they were and let seals be feton
And he left them and went to be imprisoned: ang thept and were in heaviness, for they knew that
Misdaeus would slay him (not knowing that, M. wouddease him, P.).

162 And the apostle found the keepers wranglingsaythg: Wherein have we sinned against this
wizard? for by his art magic he hath opened thesland would have had all the prisoners escape: but
let us go and report it unto the king, and tell lsiomcerning his wife and his son. And as they dispu
thus, Thomas held his peace. They rose up eadsefibre, and went unto the king and said unto him:
Our lord and king, do thou take away that sorcanef cause him to be shut up elsewhere, for we are
not able to keep him; for except thy good fortuad kept the prison, all the condemned persons would
have escaped for now this second time have we fthendoors open: and also thy wife, O king, and
thy son and the rest depart not from him. And ting khearing that, went, and found the seals tleaew
set on the doors whole; and he took note of thesdalso, and said to the keepers: Wherefore lie ye?
for the seals are whole. How said ye that Tertéhlygdonia come unto him into the prison? And the
keepers said: We have told thee the truth.

163 And Misdaeus went to the prison and took had, s;nd sent for the apostle Thomas and stripped
him (and girded him with a girdle) and set him wefbim and saith unto him: Art thou bond or free?
Thomas said: | am the bondsman of one only, ovemwthou hast no authority. And Misdaeus saith to
him: How didst thou run away and come into thisrdog? And Thomas said: | was sold hither by my
master, that | might save many, and by thy hangari@ut of this world. And Misdaeus said: Who is
thy lord? and what is his name? and of what cousthe? And Thomas said: My Lord is thy master



and he is Lord of heaven and earth. And Misdaeitis: 8&hat is his name? Thomas saith: Thou canst
not hear his true name at this time: but the ndraewas given unto him is Jesus Christ. And Misdaeu
saith unto him: | have not made haste to destreg,tbut have had long patience with thee: but thou
hast added unto thine evil deeds, and thy sorcareedispersed abroad and heard of throughouiell t
country: but this | do that thy sorceries may depath thee, and our land be cleansed from them.
Thomas saith unto him; These sorceries departmwéhvhen | set forth hence, and know thou this that
| shall never forsake them that are here.

164 When the apostle had said these things, Misda@usidered how he should put him to death; for
he was afraid because of the much people that sudgject unto him, for many also of the nobles and
of them that were in authority believed on him.tbdek him therefore and went forth out of the city;
and armed soldiers also went with him. And the peeeppposed that the king desired to learn
somewhat of him, and they stood still and gave h&ed when they had walked one mile, he delivered
him unto four soldiers and an offlcer, and commainidiem to take him into the mountain and there
pierce him with spears and put an end to him, ahgm again to the city. And saying thus unto the
soldiers, he himself also returned unto the city.

165 But the men ran after Thomas, desiring to delinm from death. And two soldiers went at the
right hand of the apostle and two on his left, maldspears, and the officer held his hand and stggo
him. And the apostle Thomas said: O the hidden enigst which even until our departure are
accomplished in us! O riches of his glory, who widit suffer us to be swallowed up in this passibn o
the body! Four are they that cast me down, fooaf am | made; and one is he that draweth me,ffor o
one | am, and unto him I go. And this | now undamst that my Lord and God Jesus Christ being of
one was pierced by one, but I, which am of four,paenced by four.

166 And being come up into the mountain unto tle@where he was to be slain, he said unto them

that held him, and to the rest: Brethren, heark@n me now at the last; for | am come to my departu

out of the body. Let not then the eyes of your hikarblinded, nor your ears be made deaf. Believe o

the God whom | preach, and be not guides unto giues in the hardness of your heart, but walklin al
your liberty, and in the glory that is toward mand the life that is toward God.

167 And he said unto luzanes: Thou son (to theBpof the (earthly) king Misdaeus and minister (to
the minister) of our Lord Jesus Christ: give ufite servants of Misdaeus their price that they may
suffer me to go and pray. And luzanes persuadeddiagers to let him pray. And the blessed Thomas
went to pray, and kneeled down, and rose up aetthixd forth his hands unto heaven, and spake thus:

[Here P and the rest give -rightly- the prayer@f144-8. U and its companions give the foilowihig:
turned to his prayer; and it was this: My Lord ang God, and hope and redeemer and leader and
guide in all countries, be thou with all them thatve thee, and guide me this day as | come ua# th
Let not any take my soul which | have committedouthiee: let not the publicans see me, and let not
the exactors accuse me falsely (play the sycophiimtme). Let not the serpent see me, and letheot t
children of the dragon hiss at me. Behold, Lofgave accomplished thy work and perfected thy
commandment. | have become a bondman; therefatayao | receive freedom. Do thou therefore
give me this and perfect me: and this | sav, nottat | doubt, but that they may hear for whors it
needful to hear.]

168 And when he had thus prayed he said unto fdeese Come hither and accomplish the
commandments of him that sent you. And the fourecand pierced him with their spears, and he fell
down and died.

And all the brethren wept; and they brought bealutdbes and much and fair linen, and buried him in
a royal sepulchre wherein the former (first) kingsre laid.



169 But Siphor and luzanes would not go down tacttye but continued sitting by him all the day.
And the apostle Thomas appeared unto them andWéigsit ye here and keep watch over me? | am
not here, but | have gone up and received alllthais promised. But rise up and go down hence; for
after a little time ye also shall be gathered unto

But Misdaeus and Charisius took away Mygdonia agrtid and afflicted them sorely: howbeit they
consented not unto their will. And the apostle appéd unto them and said: Be not deceived: Jesus the
holy, the living one, shall quickly send help ugtiu. And Misdaeus and Charisius, when they
perceived that Mygdonia and Tertia obeyed themswdtered them to live according to their own
desire.

And the brethren gathered together and rejoiceldrgrace of the Holy Ghost: now the apostle
Thomas when he departed out of the world made Biplpoesbyter and luzanes a deacon, when he
went up into the mountain to die. And the Lord wgbuwith them, and many were added unto the
faith.

170 Now it came to pass after a long time thatafrtbe children of Misdaeus the king was smitten by
a devil, and no man could cure him, for the dexabvexceeding fierce. And Misdaeus the king took
thought and sad: | will go and open the sepuldhne,take a bone of the apostle of God and hang it
upon my son and he shall be healed. But while Misdahought upon this, the apostle Thomas
appeared to him and said unto him: Thou believedsbn a living man, and wilt thou believe on the
dead? yet fear not, for my Lord Jesus Christ hathgassion on thee and pitieth thee of his goodness.

And he went and opened the scpulchre, but foundheoapostle there, for one of the brethren had
stolen him away and taken him unto Mesopotamiafiont that place where the bones of the apostle
had lain Misdaeus took dust and put it about higssoeck, saying: | believe on thee, Jesu Christ;, n
that he hath left me which troubleth men and opihobeem lest they should see thee. And when he had
hung it upon his son, the lad became whole.

Misdaeus the king therefore was also gathered artiengrethren, and bowed his head under the
hands of Siphor the priest; and Siphor said uredotietbren: Pray ye for Misdaeus the king, that he
may obtain mercy of Jesus Christ, and that he mayaore remember evil against him. They all
therefore, with one accord rejoicing, rmade prdgehim; and the Lord that loveth men, the King of
Kings and Lord of lords, granted Misdaeus alsoaweehhope in him; and he was gathered with the
multitude of them that had believed in Christ, giong the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost,
whose is power and adoration, now and for eveneorttd without end. Amen.

[U (and Syr.) ends: The acts of Judas Thomas tbstlepare completed, which he did in India,
fulfilling the commandment of him that sent him.tdnvhom be glory, world without end. Amen.]



