The Paraphrase of Shem

Trandated by Frederik Wisse
[The] paraphrase which was about the unbegotterit.Spi

What Derdekea< s> revealed to me, Sheatcording to the will of the Majesty. My thought ik

was in my body snatched me away from my race ok toe up to the top of the worl which is
close to the light that shone upon the whole dreeet | saw no earthly likeness, but there wag.ligh

And my thought separatédfrom the body of darkness as though in sleep.

| heard a voice saying to me, Shem, since yourare n unmixed powe&and you are the first being
upon the earth, hear and understand what | shatbsgou first concerning the great powers who were

in existence in the beginning, beford appeared. There was Light and Darkness and thaseSpirit
betweenthem. Since your root fell into forgetfulness —viteo was®°the unbegotten Spirit — | reveal

to you the truth about the powers. The Light wasight full of hearing and word. They wetkunited
into one form. And the Darkness wasvind in waters. He possessed the mind wrappedcimaotic

fire. And the Spirit between thePrwas a gentle, humble light. These are the threisrdbey reigned
each in themselves, alone. And they covered edw,@ach one withits power.

But the Light, since he possessed a great powew kine abasement of the Darkness and his disorder,

namely that the root was not straightBut the crookedness of the Darkness was lack afepéion,
namely (the illusion that) there is no one abowe.lAnd as long as he was able to bear up under his

evil, he was covered with the water. Andfstirred. And the Spirit was frightened by the saund

lifted himself up to his station. And he saw a grelark water. And he was nauseated. Anthe
thought of the Spirit stared down; he saw the itdihight. But he was overlooked by the putrid root

And by the will of the great Light®the dark water separated. And the Darkness cameagped in

vile ignorance, and (this was) in order that thedwhight separate from him because he pritted
himself in it.

And when he stirred the light of the Spirit appeared to him. When & & he was astonished. He

did not know that another Power was above him. when he® saw that his likeness was dark
compared with the Spirit, he felt hurt. And in pain he lifted up to the height of the members of

Darkness his mind whicl was the eye of the bitterness of evil. He caussdriind to take shape in a

member of the regions of the Spirit, thinking that,staring (down) at his evil, he would be abléo
equal the Spirit. But he was not able. For he wétdedo an impossible thing, and it did not takacpl

But in order that the mind of Darkness, whf&is the eye of the bitterness of evil, might not be
destroyed, since he was made partially similagrose and shone with a fiery light upon all of Hade

so that*®the equality to the faultless Light might becompaxent. For the Spirit made use of every
form of Darkness because he appeared in his maj@sty

And the exalted, infinite Light appeared, for heswary joyful.

He wished to reveal himself to the Spirit. And tikeness3° of the exalted Light appeared to the
unbegotten Spirid appeared. [I] am the son of the incorruptiblénite Light. appeared in the
likeness 5 of the Spirit, for am the ray of thevensal Light. And his appearance to me (was) treor

that the mind of Darkness might not remain in Had®Eor the Darkness made himself like his mind



in a part of the members. When , (O) Shem, appeanatl(i.e. the likeness), in order that the Darkse

might become dark to himsel? according to the will of the Majesty — in orderttttae Darkness
might become free from every aspect of the powachvhe possessed — the mind drew the chaotic

fire, with which29it was covered, from the midst of the Darknessthedvater. And from the
Darkness the water became a cloud. and ftbencloud the womb took shag@.The chaotic fire
which was a deviationvent there.

And when the Darkness saw it (i.e. the womb) hebecunchaste and when he had arodS¢we
water, he rubbed the womb. His mind dissolved dtwhe depths of Nature. It mingled with the

power of the bitterness of Darkness. ARdher (i.e. the womb's) eye ruptured at the wickeslires
order that she might not again bring forth the mipar it wass a seed of Nature from the dark root.

And when Nature had taken to herself the mind bgmaef the dark powetevery likeness took
shape in her. And when the Darkness had acquieetikeness of the mind, it resembled the Spiot. F

Nature rose up to expel #!she was powerless against it, since she did na aderm from the

Darkness. For she brought it forth in the clouddAme cloud shone. A mind appearediit like a
frightful, harmful fire. It (i.e. the mind) collidkagainst the unbegotten Spirit

since it possessed a likeness from him. In order’tiNature might become empty of the chaotic fire,

then immediately Naturevas divided into four parts. They became cloudsciviviaried?®in their
appearance. They were called Hymen, Afterbirth, &oyand) Water. And the Hymen and the
Afterbirth and the Power wer€ chaotic fires. And it (i.e. the mind) was drawarfr the midst of the
Darkness and the water — since the mind was imibst of Nature

and the dark power 2®in order that the harmful waters might not clingtt® Because of this Nature

was divided, according to my will, in order thaetimind may return to its power which thdark root,
which was mixed with it (i.e. the mind), had takesm it. And he (i.e. the dark root) appeared ia th

womb. And at the division of Nature he separatechfthe dark powel°which he possessed from the
mind. It (i.e. the mind) went into the midst of thewer — this was the middle region of Nature.

And the Spirit of light, when the mint? burdened him, was astonished. And the force of his
Astonishment cast off the burden. And it (i.e. lweden) returned to its heat. It put on the light of the
Spirit. 2°And when Nature moved away from the power of thbtlof the Spirit, the burden returned.

And the Astonishment (of the) light cast off theden. It stuck®to the cloud of the Hymen. And all
the clouds of Darkness cried out, they who hadrsg¢pad from Hades, because of the alien Power. He is

the Spirit of light who has com® in them. And by the will of the Majesty the Spigiaized up at the in-
finite Light, in order that his light may be pitieshd3>the likeness brought up from Hades.

And when the Spirit had looked, flow&dbut —, the son of the Majesty — like a wave afftutrlight

and like a whirlwind of the immortal Spirit. Andldw from®the cloud of the Hymen upon the As-
tonishment of the unbegotten Spirit. It (i.e. theud) separated and cast light upon the cloudss@he

separated in order that the Spirit might returrcd@ese of this the mintPtook shape. Its repose was
shattered. For the Hymen of Nature was a cloud lwbannot be grasped; it is a great fire. Similarly,

the Afterbirth!®of Nature is the cloud of silence; it is an audust And the Power which was mixed
with the mind, it, too, was a cloud of Nature whf@was joined with the Darkness that had aroused

Nature to unchastity. And the dark water was ahffig cloud. And the roof®of Nature, which was
below, was crooked, since it is burdensome and todrirhe root was blind with respect to the light-



bondage which was unfathomable siff& had many appearances.

And had pity on the light (of) the Spirit whichetimind had received. returned to my position oheor
to pray®°to the exalted, infinite Ligh that the power of the Spirit might increase onpteee and
might be filled without dark defilement. Ariteverently said, "Thou art the root of the LigHy

hidden form has appeared, O exalted, infinite &y the whole power ofthe Spirit spread and
may it be filled with its light, O infinite Light{Then) he will not be able to join with the unbegat

Spirit, and the power of the Astonishment will hetable ta> mix with Nature. According to the will
of the Majesty,"” my prayer was accepted.

And the voice of the Word was heard saying throtinghMajesty to thé® unbegotten Spirit, "Behold,
the power has been completed. He who was reveglatekappeared in the Spirit. Again | shall appear.

| am Derdekeas, the séRof the incorruptible, infinite Light."

The light of the infinite Spirit came down to a I nature for a short time untff all the impurity of
nature became void, and in order that the darkoieNature might be blamed. | put on my garment

which is the garment of the light of the Majesty — which | am.

| came in the appearance of ;&pirit to consider the whole light which was i ttlepths of the
Darkness. According to the wibf the Majesty, in order that the Spitiby means of the Word might
be filled with his light independently of the powarthe infinite Light, and at my wish, the Spiarose
by his (own) powert?His greatness was granted to him that he mighilled fvith his whole light and

depart from the whole burden of the Darkness. Fuatwas behind was a dark fire which biEw
(and) pressed on the Spirit. And the Spirit rejdibecause he was protected from the frightful water

But his light was not equal to the Majesty. But «tthhe was grantet? by the infinite Light, (he was
granted it) in order that in all his members hehlh@gppear as a single image of light. And when the

Spirit arose above the waté?his black likeness became apparent. And the Spiribred the exalted

Light: "Surely thou alone art the infinite one, base thou art abovd every unbegotten thing, for
thou hast protected me from the Darkness. Andyaivibh | arose above the power of darkness.

And that nothing might be hidden from you, Sheng, ttought3° which the Spirit from the greatness
had contemplated, came into beit@since the Darkness was not able [to] restrainwils But when

it appeared, the three roots became known astiveye from the beginning. If the Darkness had been
able to bear up under his evil, the mind wouldhmte separated from him, and another power would

not have appeared?

But from the time it appeared | was seen, the $aheoMajesty, in order that the light of the Spiri

might not become faint, and that Nature might edgn°over it, because it gazed at me. And by the
will of the greatnessny equality was revealed, that what is of the Paweght become apparent. You
20 are the great Power which came into being, and thenperfect Light which is above the Spirit and

the Darkness, the one who puts to shame the Darfoethe intercourse of the impui@practice. For
through the division of Nature the Majesty wishedbé covered with honor up to the height of the

Thought of the Spirit. And the Spirit receivé®¥est in his power.

For the image of the Light is inseparable fromuhbegotten Spirit. And the lawgivers did not name
him after all the cloud®®of Nature, nor is it possible to name them. Forgligenessl1 into which

Nature had divided is a power of the chaotic fitgalu is the hylic seed. The one who took to him2elf
the power of the Darkness imprisoned it in the tadsts members.



And by the will of the Majesty, in order that theénah and the whole light of the Spirit might be
protectedlofrom every burden and (from) the toil of Naturejcéce came forth from the Spirit to the

cloud of the Hymen. And the light of the astonishirteegan to rejoice with the voi¢which was
granted to him. And the great Spirit of light waghe cloud of the Hymen. He honored the infinite

Light and the universal likene€8who | am, the son of the Majesty. It is said: "Ases Duses, thou art
the infinite Light who was given by the wflP of the Majesty to establish every light of the 8pipon

the place, and to separate the mind from the Dakkrieor it was not right’ for the light of the Spirit
to remain in Hades. For at thy wish the Spirit artssbehold thy greatness.”

For | said these things to yot?, Shem, that you might kno®2 that my likeness, the son of the

Majesty, is from my infinite Thought, since | anr fum a universal likenesswhich does not lie, (and)
| am above every truth and origin of the word. Bipearance is in my beautiful garment of light whic

is the voice of the immeasurable Thoudﬁt\Ne are that single, sole light which came into gele

appeared in another root in order that the powéneSpirit might be raised from thefeeble Nature.
For by the will of the great Light | came forth finathe exalted Spirit down to the cloud of the Hymen
without my universal garment.

And the Word took®me to himself, from the Spirit, in the first cloofithe Hymen of Nature. And |

put on this of which the Majesty and the unbego8pitit made me worthy>And the threefold unity
of my garment appeared in the cloud, by the willhaf Majesty, in a single form. And my likeness was

covered®with the light of my garment. And the cloud wastdibed, and it was not able to bear my

likeness. It shed the first power, the one (whithjd taken front>the Spirit, that one which shone on
him from the beginning, before (I) appeared inwed to the Spirit. The clouti3 would not have
been able to bear both of them. And the light witiaime forth from the cloud passed through the

silence, until it came into the middle region. ARty the will of the Majesty, the light mixed withrhi
! (i.e.)the Spirit which exists in the silence, he who badn separated from the Spirit of light. It was
separated from the lighP by the cloud of the silence. The cloud was distdriewas he who gave rest

to the flame of fire. He humbled the dark womb iidey that she might not reve&lother seed from
the darkness. He kept them back in the middle regidNature in their position which was in the

cloud. They were troubled since they dfthot know where they were. For still they (did> possess
the universal understanding of the Spirit.

And when | prayed to the Majesty, toward fRénfinite Light, that the chaotic power of the Spiri

might go to and fro, and the dark womb might be,idind that my likeness might app&%in the
cloud of the Hymen, as if | were wrapped in thétigf the Spirit which went before me, and by the

will of the Majesty and througfPthe prayer | came in the cloud in order that thtooy garment —
which was from the powel4 of the Spirit — the pleroma of the word, might lgripower to the

members who possessed it in the Darkness. For &ecduthem | appearedn this insignificant place.
For | am a helper of every one who has been givesmae. For when | appeared in the cloud, the light

100f the Spirit began to save itself from the frightfvater, and (from) the clouds of fire which had
been separated from dark Nature. And | gave themmaithonorP>that they might not again engage in
the impure practice.

And the light which was in the Hymen was disturlbgdny power, and it passed through my middle
region. 1t2%was filled with the universal Thought. And throutile word of the light of the Spirit it re-
turned toits repose. It received form in its root and shéheithout deficiency. And the light which



had come forth with it from the silence went in thildle regionand returned to the place. And the
cloud shone3°And from it came an unquenchable fire. And the pdnich separated from the

astonishment put on forgetfulness. It was decelyetP the fire of darkness. And the shock of its
astonishment cast off the burden of #&ecloud. It was evil since it was unclean. And tine mixed

with the water in order that the waters might beedvarmful ®

And Nature which had been disturbed immediatelgaifoom the idle waters. For her ascent was
shameful. And Nature took to herself ffpower of fire. She became strong because of the difithe

Spirit which was in Nature. Her likeness appearethé water in the form of a frightful bea@Stwith
many faces, which is crooked below. A light wenivddo chaos filled with mist and dust, in order to

harm Nature?°And the light of the Astonishment which is in thélie region came to it after he cast

off the burden of the Darkness. He rejoiced whenShirit arose. For he lookédfrom the clouds
down at the dark waters upon the light which wathendepths of Nature.

Therefore | appeared that | miglftget an opportunity to go down to the nether waddhe light of

the Spirit which was burdened, that | might proteiot from the evil of the burden. And througthis
looking down at the dark region the light once mt@&ame up in order that the womb might again

come up from the water. She (i.e. the womb) camleyumy will. Guilefully the eye openedAnd the
light which had appeared in the middle region (amdich had separated from the Astonishment rested

and shone upon her. And the womb s&8things she had not seen, and she rejoiced joyifulllye
light, although this was not hers — the one whigpeared in the middle region, in her wickedness,
when he (i.e. the light) shone 15 upon her. Andabenb saw things she had not seen, and she was

brought down to the water, she was thinking thattshd reached to the power of ligtAnd she did
not know that her root was made idle by the likera&she Light, and that it was to her (i.e. thetjo
that he had run.

The light was astonished, the one which wa®the middle region and which was beginning and end.

Therefore his thought gazed directly up at theteglalight. And he called out and safdLord, have
mercy on me, for my light and my effort went astiiagr if thy goodness does not establish me, | do

not know where | am." And when the MajesBhad heard him, he had mercy on him.

And | appeared in the cloud of the Hymen, in thensie,17 without my holy garment. With my will |
honored my garment which has three forms in thectlof the Hymen® And the light which was in the

silence, the one from the rejoicing Power, contime. | wore it. And its two parts appeartdih a
single form. Its other parts did not appear on antof the fire. | became unable to speak in toad|

of the Hymen, for its fire was frightful?lifting itself up without humility. And in order &t my

greatness and the word might appear, | placed i#emy other garment in the cloud of the sileri€e.
| went into the middle region and put on the ligtdt was in it, that was sunk in forgetfulness drad

was separated from the Spirit of astonishmenthéohad cast off the burdef?.At my wish nothing
mortal appeared to him, but they were all immattaigs which the Spirit granted to him. And he said

in 3%the thought of the Light, ai eis ai ou phar doeiisu: | have come in a great réstorder that he
may give rest to my light iA° his root, and may bring it out @B harmful Nature.

Then, by the will of the Majesty, | took off my gaent of light. | put on another garmeXuf fire
which has no form, which is from the mind of theyao, which was separated, and which was

prepared for me, according to my will, in the meldégion. For the middle regi&ﬁ covered it with a
dark power in order that | might come and put itloment down to chaos to save the whole light from



it. For without'>the power of darkness | could not oppose Natuwe | Bested myself upon her
staring eye&Owhich was a light from the Spirit. For it had beeepared for me as a garment and a rest
by the Spirit. Through me he opened his eyes doviRtiades. He granted Nature his voice for a time.

And my garment of fire, according to the will obtMajesty, went down to what is strong, and to’he
unclean part of Nature which (the) power of darkngas covering. And my garment rubbed Nature in

her covering. And her uncledffemininity was strong. And the wrathful womb canpel9 and made

the mind dry, resembling a fish which has a drofirefand a power of fire. And when Natuthad
cast off the mind, she was troubled and she wepeMéhe was hurt, and in her tears, she casteff th
power of the Spirit 30 (and) remained as I. | putlwe light of the Spirit and | rested with my gamh

on account ofthe sight of the fish.

And in order thatthe deeds of Nature might be condemredijnce she is blind, manifold animals
came out of her, in accordance with the numbenefleeting winds. All of them came into being in

Hades searching for the ligfftof the mind which took shape. They were not ablstéamd up against

it. | rejoiced over their ignoranckThey found me, the son of the Majesty?®ront of the womb
which has many forms. | put on the beast, anddafdre her a great request

that heaven and eartAmight come into being, in order that the whole figtight rise up. For in no
other way could the power of the Spirit be savethfbondage except that | app@ato her in animal
form. Therefore she was gracious to 20eas if | were her son.

And on account of my request, Nature arose sinegehlsesses of the power of the Spirit and the
Darkness and the fire. For she had taken off her forms. Wétemhad cast it off, she blew upon the

water. The heaven was created. And from the foatheoheaveri® the earth came into being. And at
my wish it brought forth all kinds of food in acdance with the number of the beasts. And it brought

forth dew from the winds on account of you (pl.Jlahosel®who will be begotten the second time
upon the earth. For the earth possessed a powbaofic fire. Therefore it brought forfevery seed.

And when the heaven and the earth were createdammyent of fire arose in the midst of the cloud of
Nature (and) shone upon the whole wddintil Nature became dry. The Darkness which wa§.és
the earth's) garment was cast into tltemful waters. The middle region was cleansed fifogn
Darkness3%But the womb grieved because of what had happé&tesiperceived in her parts what

was water like a mirror. When she perceived tie wondered®how it had come into being.
Therefore she remained a widow. It also ®hsstonished (that) it was not in her. For still thens

possessed a power of fire and light. It (i.e. tbegr) remained in order that it might be in Nature
until all the powers are taken away from her. fast ps the light of the Spirit was completed ireéhr

clouds, it is necessai that also the power which is in Hades will be costgd at the appointed time.
For, because of the grace of the Majesty, | carté fo her from the water for the second tifrs=or
my face pleasedher. Her face also was glad.

And | said to her, "May seednd power come forth from ydf upon the earth.” And she obeyed the
will of the Spirit that she might be brought to gatt And when her forms returned, they rubbed rthei

tongue(s) with each other; they copulatetthey begot winds and demons and the power which is

from the fire and the Darkness and the Spirit. tBetform which remained alone cast 8&east from
herself. She did not have intercourse, but shetiasne who rubbed herself alone. And she brought



forth a wind whichpossessed a pow&tfrom the fire and the Darkness and the Spirit.

And in order that th@2 demons also might become free from the power wthiels possessed through

the impure intercourse, a womb was with the witossembling water. And an unclean penis was with
the demons in accordance with the example of th&r2as, and in the way he rubbed with the womb

from the beginning. And aftéf the forms of Nature had been together, they segmhfeom each other.
They cast off the power, being astonished abouti¢oeit which had happened to them. They grieved

15\with an eternal grief. They covered themselves itir power.

And when | had put them to shame, | arose with axyngent in the power and — which is above the
beast which is a lighf%in order that | might make Nature desolate. Thedmihich had appeared in

the Nature of Darkness, (and) which was the eybeheart of Darkness, at my wish reigned &Ver
the winds and the demons. And | gave him a likepné§ise, light, and attentiveness, and a share of

guileless word. Therefore he was given of the qiesCin order to be strong in his power,
independent of the power, independent of the kighihe Spirit, and intercourse of Darkness, in orde

that, at the end of time, wh&3 Nature will be destroyed, he may rastthe honored place. For he

will be found faithful, since he has loathethe unchastity of Nature with the Darkness. Thersjr
power of the mind came into being from the mind #relunbegotten Spirit.

But the winds, which are demoH&from water and fire and darkness and light, haerauturse unto

perdition. And through this intercourse the windsaived in their womB®foam from the penis of the
demons. They conceived a power in their womb. Riwerbreathing the wombs of the winds girded

each othefOuntil the times of the birth came. They went dowrhe water. And the power was

delivered, through the breathing which moves tithpin the midst of the practice. Addevery form
of the birth received shape in it. When the timethe birth were near, all the winds were gathered

from the water which is near tf8earth. They gave birth to all kinds of unchastyd the place

where the wind alone went was permeated with tiubastity. Barren wives came fronPiand sterile
husbands24 For just as they are born, so they bear.

Because of you (pl.), the image of the Spirit appean the earth and the wateEor you are like the
Light. For you possess a share of the winds andehgons, and a thought from the Light of the power

of the Astonishment® For everything which he brought forth from the woapon the earttwas not a
good thing for her, but her groan and her painabse of the image which appearedigou from the

Spirit. For you are exalted in your heart. Ancsiblessedness, Shem?%a part is given to someone
and if he departs from the soul to (go) to the giduwf the Light. For the soul is a burden of the
Darkness, and those who know where the root otk came from will be able to grope after Nature

also.2°For the soul is a work of unchastity and an (obggscorn to the thought of Light. For | am
the one who revealed concerning all that is untiegot’
And in order that the sin of Nature might be fillésnade the womb, which was disturbed, pleasant —

the blind wisdom — that | might be able to bringy {® naught. And at mg5 wish, he plotted with the
water of Darkness and also the Darkness, thatrthglyt wound every form of your (pl.) heart. For by

5the will of the light of the Spirit they surroundgdu; they bound you in Faith. And in order that hi
plan might become idle, he sent a deridthat the plan of her wickedness might be proclainiex
he caused a flood, and he destroyed your (pl.) ila@&der to take the light and to take fréAfaith.
But | proclaimed quickly by the mouth of the dentbat a towercome to be up to the particle of the
light, which was left in the demons afittheir race — which was water — that the demon niight



protected from the turbulent chaos. And the wonampéd these things according to my will in order
that she might® pour forth completely. A tower came to be throuigh dlemons. The Darkness was

disturbed by his loss. He loosened the musclelseofvomb. And the demai?who was going to enter
the tower was protected in order that the racesinugntinue and might acquire coherence through

him. For he possesses power from every féfn.

Return hencefortt6 O Shem, and rejoice [greatly] over your race aaithi-for without body and

necessity it is protected frorrevery body of Darkness, bearing witness to the tiohgs of the
greatness which was revealed to them in their thblog my will. And they shall rest in the unbegatte

Spirit 19without grief. But you, Shem, because of this, yemained in (the) body outside the cloud of
light that you might remain with Faith. And Faithwill come to you. Her thought will be taken and
given to you with a consciousness of light. Antbld you these things for the benefit of your r&cen
the cloud of Iight.zoAnd likewise what | shall say to you concerningrgtteing, | shall reveal to you
completely that you may reveal them to those wHbhei upon the earth th®second time.

O Shem, the disturbance which occurred at my wégpaned in order that Nature might become

empty. For the wrath of the Darkness subsid®® Shem, the Darkness' mouth was shut. No longer
does the light which shone for the world appeat, iaccording to my will. And when Nature had said

that3°its wish was fulfilled, then every form was engdlfey the waterg7 in prideful ignorance. She

(i.e. Nature) turned her dark vagina and cast fremthe power of fir@ which was in her from the
beginning through the practice of the Darknes@n#sc.) lifted itself up and shone upon the whole

world instead of the righteous one. And all henfst®sent forth a powetike a flame of fire up to
heaven as a help to the corrupted light, whichlified itself up. For they were members of fe
chaotic fire. And she did not know that she hadreat herself. When she cast forth the powiee,

power which she possessed, she cast it forth frengénitals. It was the demd?a deceiver, who
stirred up the womb in every form —. And in hgmarance, as if she were doing a great thing, she

granted the demorfS and the winds a star each. For without wind andrsithing happens upon the

earth. For every power is filled by them after thegre3°released from the Darkness and the fire and
the power and the light. For in the place wheré th&rkness and their fire were mixed with eacheoth

beasts were brought forth. And it was in the puaf the Darkness, and the fire, and the po2&of
the mind, and the light, that human beings caneeristence. Being from the Spirit, the thought of

the Light, my eye, exists not in every mairor before the flood came from the winds and theates,
rain came to men. But then, in order that the pomigch is in the tower might be brought forfland
might rest upon the earth Nature, which had bestnrtbed, wanted to harm the seed which will be
upon the earth after the flootP. Demons were sent to them, and a deviation of tmelsyiand a burden
of the angels, and a fear of the prophet, a condéiomof speech, that | m&Jteach you, O Shem,
from what blindness your race is protected. Whieavie revealed to you all that has been spoktssm
the righteous one wifl® shine upon the world with my garment. And the nigihd the day willbe

separated. For | shall hasten down to the wortdke the lightof that place, the one whicdf Faith
possesses. And | shall appear to those who willieeghe thought of the light of the Spirit. For-be
cause of them my majesty appeared.

When3°he will have appeared, O Shem, upon the earthtljmplace which will b&9 called Sodom,
(then) safeguard the insight which | shall give yBar those whose heart was pure will congregate to

you, ®> because of the word which you will reveal. For wiyen appeaiin the world, dark Nature will



shake against yot? together with the winds and a demdhat they may destroy the insight. But you,

proclaim quickly to the Sodomites your universaldeing,1°for they are your members. For the
demon of human form will part from that place by mijl, since he is ignorant. He will guard this

utterance. But thé&® Sodomites, according to the will of the Majestyll Wwear witness to the universal
testimony. Theywill rest with a pure conscience in the pl&cef their repose, which is the unbegotten

Spirit. And as these things will happen, Sodom bélburned unjustpy a base naturé® For the evil
will not cease in order that your majesty may réteat place.

Then30 the demon will depart with Faith. And then he waitipear in the four regions of the world.
And when® Faith appears in the last likeness, then will lgrearance become manifest. For the first-
born is the demon who appeared in the ufftof Nature with many faces, in order that Faith nigh

appear in him. For when he appears in the world pagsions will arisel®and earthquakes, and wars,
and famines, and blasphemies. For because of leiwllole world will be disturbed. For he will seek

the powen20 of Faith and Light; he will not find it. For at thlime the demon will also appear upon the
river to baptize with aR®imperfect baptism, and to trouble the world withandage of water. But it is

necessary for me to appear in the members of thaytit of Faith to° reveal the great things of my
power. | shall separate it from the demon who ikl& And the light which he possesses from the

Spirit | shall mix3>with my invincible garment, as well as him whonhb# reveal31 in the darkness
for your sake and for the sake of your race whidhbe protected from the evil Darkness.

Know, O Shem, that witho®tElorchaios and Amoias and Strophaias and Chelked!Chelkea and

Aileou, no one will be able to pass by this wickedion. For this is my memori&?that in it | have
been victorious over the wicked region. And | healaen the light of the Spirit from the frightful ves

For when thé®appointed days of the demon draw near he who wajitibe erringly — , then | shall
appear in the baptism of the demon to re¥8alith the mouth of Faith a testimony to those who

belong to her. | testify of thee, Spark the ungiaide, Osei, the elect 8fthe Light, the eye of
heaven, and Faith, the first and the last, and i@pphd Saphaia, and Saphaina, and the righteous

Spark, and thé® impure light. And you (sg.), east, and west, andmand south, upper air and lower
air, and all the powers and authoriti@2,you (pl.) are in Nature.

And you (sg.), Moluchtha and Soch are from everykvamd every impure effort GfNature. Then |
shall come from the demon down to the water. Andlpdols of water and flames of fire will rise up

against me. ThenPshall come up from the water, having put on thktligf Faith and the

unquenchable fire, in order that through my hefpbwer of the Spirit may cross,she who has been
cast in the world by the winds and the demons hadtars. And in them | every unchastity will be
filled.

Finally, O Shem, considéPyourself pleasing in the thought of the Light. Dt tet your thought have

dealings with the fire and the body of Darknessolvhivas an unclea#? work. These things which |
teach you are right.

This is the paraphrase: — For you did not remertiizrit is from the firmament thdPyour race has
been protected. — Elorchaios is the name of that dguight, the place from which | have come, the

Word which has no equal. And the likeness is myohed garment3®And Derderkeas is the name of
his Word in33 the voice of the Light. And Strophaia is the béekglance which is the Spirit. and it is

Chelkeach, who is my garmeRtwho has come from the Astonishment, who was irctbed of the
Hymen which appeared, as a trimorphic cloud. Anelida is my garmerfwhich has two forms, he



who was in the cloud of Silence. And Chelke is rayngent which was given him from every region;
it was given him in a single form 15 from the gressis, he who was in the cloud of the middle region.

and the star of the Light which was mentioned isinwjncible garment whicR®1 wore in Hades; this
(i.e. the star of the Light) is the mercy whichgasses the thought and the testimony of those wao b

witness. And the testimony which has been mentipfratie First and the Last, Faitthe Mind of the
wind of darkness. And Sophaia and Saphaina ateeiclbud of those who have been separated from

the chaotic fire3°And the righteous Spark is the cloud of light whiets shone in your (pl.) midst. For
in it (i.e. the cloud of light) my garment will gdown to chaos.

But the34 impure light, which appeared in the Darkness (avidgh belongs to dark Nature, is a

power. And the upper air and the lower air, and®®thewers and the authorities, the demons and the
stars, these possessed a particle of fire andhiftgm the Spirit.

And Moluchthas is a wind®for without it nothing is brought forth upon thertsa He has a likeness

of a serpent and a unicorn. His protrusion(s) aaeifald wings.1°And the remainder is the womb
which has been disturbed. You are blessed, Shemoto race has been protected from the dark wind

which is many-faced. And they wiP bear the universal testimony and (bear witnest@ompure
practice of (Nature>. And they will become sublitheough the reminder of the Light.

O Shem?°no one who wears the body will be able to compie¢se things. But throudh

remembrance he will be able to grasem, in order that, when his thought separates fte bodyZ°
then these things may be revealed to him. They haea revealed to your race. O Shem, it is difficul
for someone wearing a body to complete [these shiag] | said to youB5 And it is a small number

that will' complete them, those who possess thécteof the mind and the thought of the light loé
Spirit. They will keep their mind from the impureagtice. For many in the race of Nature will sdek t

security of the Power. They will not find it, n8will they be able to do the will of Faith. For theye
seed of the universal Darkness. And those who tfiech are in much suffering. The wintfand the
demons will hate them. And the bondage of the hedsevere. For where the winds, and the stars, and
the demons cast forth from the pov\?/@[)f the Spirit, (there) repentance and testimony aypear

upon them, and mercy will lead them to the unbego8pirit.2>And those who are repentant will find
rest in the consummation and Faith, in the place ottlgmen. This is the Faith which witfill the

place which has beeleft empty. But those who do not share in the $pirlight and in Faith will
dissolve in the [Darkness], the plag@@where repentance did not come. '

It is | who opened the eternal gates which were b the beginning. To those who long for thetbes
of ®life, and those who are worthy of the repose, keated them. | granted perception to those who

perceive. | disclose to thefall the thoughts and the teaching of the rightemes. And | did not
become their enemy at all. But when | had endunedamrath of the world, | was victorious. There was
not 15 one of them who knew me. The gates of fict@ndless smoke opened against me. All the

winds rose up against me. The thunderings and%ghtning-flashes for a time will rise up against
me. And they will bringtheir wrath upon me. And on account of me accordinpe flesh, theywill
rule over them according to kintP

And many who wear erring flesh will go down the harmful waters through the winds and the

demons. And they are bound by the wat®And he will heal with a futile remedy. He will leadtray,
and he will bind the world. And those that do th# @f Nature, their part will [...]37 two times in the
day of the water and the forms of Nature. And it mot be granted them, when Faith disturbs them 5



in order to take to herself the righteous one.

O Shem, it is necessary that the thought be chliatie Word in order that the bondage of the pafer
the Spirit may be saved frog the frightf®water. And it is blessedness if it is granted samecto

contemplate the exalted one, and to know the ekéitee and the bondage. For the water id%n
insignificant body. And men are not released, stheg are bound in the water, just as from theroegi
ing the light of the Spirit was bound.

O Shem, they are deceiv&¥by manifold demons, thinking that through baptisithwhe uncleanness
of water, that which is dark, feeble, id%,(and) disturbing, he will take away the sins. Ahdyt do not
know that from the water to the water there is lag®] and error and unchasti?tglenvy, murder,
adultery, false witness, heresies, robberies, lbsisblings, wrath, bitternesS,great [...].

38 Therefore there are many deaths which burden ttheirghts. For | foretell it to those who have a
heart.? They will refrain from the impure baptism. And tleosho take heart from the light of the Spirit
will not have dealings with the impure practit®And their heart will not expire, nor will they ae.

And the water — <nor> will they be given honor. \Wéehe curse is, there is the deficien®And the
blindness is where the honor is. For if they mixwhe evil ones, they become empty in the dark

water. For where the water has be%’rmentioned, there is Nature, and the oath, antighand the

loss. For only in the unbegotten Spirit, whereeRalted Light restec?® has the water not been
mentioned, nor can it be mentioned.

For this is my appearance: for when | hd%eompleted the times which are assigned to me upn t
earth, then | will cast from me [my garment of f{fg]. And39 my unequalled garment will come forth

upon me, and also all my garments which | put aallithe clouds which were from the Astonishment
of the Spirit. For the air will tear my garment.riio(i.e. my garment) will shine, and it will dide all

the clouds up t8°the root of the Light. The repose is the mind arydgarment. And my remaining
garments, those on the left and those on the nigilitshine 1°on the back in order that the image of

the Light may appear. For my garments which | puirothe three clouds, in the last day t{8will
rest in their root, i.e. in the unbegotten Spsihce they are without fault, through the divisadr(the)
clouds.

Therefore | have appeared being faultless, on account of the clouds, becthesgare unequal, in

order that the wickedness of Nature might be enBedshe wished at that tini&to snare me. She
was about to fix (to the cross) Soldas who is @i dame, who attended on the [...] of erdfi that
he might snare me. She took care of her faith,goesinglorious.

And at that time the light was about to separate from the Darkraess,a voice was heard in the

world, saying, "Blessed is the eye which has skee,tand the mind which h&&supported thy
majesty at my desire." It will be said by the egdlbne, "Blessed is Rebouel among every race of men

for it is you (fern.) aloné®who have seen." And she will listen. And they wihead the woman who

has the perception, whom you will reveal upon thehe And according t8°my will she will bear
witness, and she will cease from every vain effbiftlature and chaos. For the woman whom they will

behead at th&Ptime is the coherence of the power of the demon wilidaptize the seed of darkness
in severity, that it (i.e. the seed) may mix withchastity.3° He begot a woman. She was called
Rebouel.

See, O Shem, how all the things | have said tohaue been fulfilled. [And .... And the things whjich
you 41 lack, according to my will they will appear to yatithat place upon the earth that you may



reveal then? as they are. Do not let your thought have dealiitjs the body. For | have said these

things to you, through the voice of the fire, famitered through®the midst of the clouds. And | spoke
according to the language of each one. This isanguage which | spoke to you. And it will be taken

from you. And you will speak with the voice of therld s upon the earth. And it will appear to you
with that appearance and voice, and all that | Isaie to you. Henceforth proceed with F&itho

shine in the depths of the world.

And I, Shem, awoke as if from a long sleep. | medavhen | received the power of the Light and his
whole thought?°And | proceeded with Faith to shine with me. And tighteous one followed us with

my invincible garment. And all that he had told evould happen upon the earth happened. Nature
was handed over to Faith, that she (i.e. Faithhtrogerturn her and that she (i.e. Nature) migindt

in the Darkness. She brought fortAzaturning motion while wandering night and day wittho
receiving rest with the souls.

These things completed hdeeds.

Then | rejoiced in the thought of the Light. | cafogh from the Darkness and | walked in Faith veher
the forms ofl?Nature are, up to the top of the earth, to thegthimhich are prepared.

Thy Faith is upon the earth the whole day. Fonight and day she surrountfNature to take to
herself the righteous one. For Naturebisrdened, and she is troubled. For none will be &bbpen the
forms of the Womb except the midBlalone who was entrusted with their likeness. Fighfful is

their likeness of the two formef Nature, the one which is blind.

But they who havé®a free conscience remove themselves from the lrapbfiNature. For they will

bear witness to the universal testimofRthey will strip off the burden of Darkness; theyllyaut on
the Word of the Light; and they will not be kepthka3 in the insignificant place. And what they

possess from the power of the mind they will givéaith. They wil® be accepted without' grief. And
the chaoticfire which they possess they will place in the niedekgion of

Nature. And they will be receivé®by my garments, those which are in the clouds théy who

guide their members. They will rest in the Spiritheut suffering. And because of this theappointed
term of Faith appeared upon the earth for a shog, tuntil the Darkness is taken away from her, and

her testimony is revealédwhich was revealed by me. They who will prove tdroen her root will

strip off the Darkness and the chaotic ffréThey will put on the light of the mind and they Mikar
witness. For all that | have said must happen.

After | cease to be upon the earth &Rdiithdraw up to my rest, a great, evil error willhee upon the
world, and many evils in accordance with the nundfe¢he forms o#d4 Nature. Evil times will come.

And when the era of Nature is approaching destnctiarkness wil come upon the earth. The
number will be small. And a demon will come up frtime power who has a likeness of fire. He will

divide the heaven, (and) he will réSiin the depth of the east. For the whole world wilake. And the

deceived world will be thrown into confusion. Maphlaces will be flooded because'dfenvy of the
winds and the demons who have a name which is Iesss®horbea, Chloerga. They are the ones who

govern the world with their teaching. And they lemtray’? many hearts because of their disorder and
their unchastity. Many places will be sprinklediwitiood. And five races by themselv@will eat

their sons. But the regions of the souwtill receive the Word of the Light. But they whcedrom the
error of the world%and from the east — . A demon will come forth fréttre) belly of the serpent. He



was45 in hiding in a desolate place. He will perform mavonders. Many will loathe him. A wind
will come forth from his mouth with a female likesse Her name will be called Abalphe. He will reign
over the world from the east to the west.

Then Nature will havé%a final opportunity. And the stars will cease fréme sky. The mouth of error

will be opened in order that the evil Darkness agome idle and silent. And in the last &ayhe
forms of Nature will be destroyed with the windslail their demons; they' will become a dark lump,

just as they weré%from the beginning. And the sweet waters which vienelened by the demons will
perish. For where the power of the Spirit has ¢oYikere are my sweet waters. The other works of

Nature will not be manifest. They will mix with thefinite waters of darknes&®And all her forms
will cease from the middle region.

I, Shem, have completed these things. And my mindrbagaeparate from the body of darkness. My

46 time was completed. Ancny mind put on the immortal memorial. And | saitlajree with thy?
memorial which thou hast revealed to me: Elorchamis thou, Amoiaiai, and thou, Sederkeas, and

they guilelessness, Strophaias, and thou, ChelkBakd thou, Chelkea, and Chelke and Elaie, you
(pl.) are the immortal memorial. | testify to th&nark, the unquenchable one, who is an’@pé
heaven and a voice of lighand Sophaia, and Saphaia, and Saphaina, and tiveaig Spark, and

Faith, the first and the last, and the upper air laner2?air, ( and thou, Chelkeak, and Chelke and
Elaie, you (pl.) are the immoral memorial. | tegtid thee, Spark, the unquenchable one, who iyan e

of heaverf®and a voice of light, and Sophaia, and SaphaiaSaptaina, and the righteous Spark, and

Faith, the First and the Last, and the upper airtha lower air, ) and®all the powers and the
authorities that are in the world. And you, implight, and you (sg.) also, east, and west, andhsout

and3°north, you (pl.) are the zondZ of the inhabited world. And you (fern. sg.) alselMtchtha and
Essoch, you (pl.) are the root of evil and everykand® impure effort of Nature."

These are the things which | completed while bgawiiness. | am Shem. On the day that | was to
come forth from (the) body, when my thougRtemained in (the) body, | awoke as if from a long

sleep. And when | arose as it were from the buafeny body, | said, Just as Nature became Bldp
Is it also in the day of mankind. Blessed are thap knew, when they slept, in what power their

thought rested?®

And when the Pleiades separated, | saw clouds wtshhll pass by. For the cloud of the Spirit kela
pure beryl 2>And the cloud of the hymen is like a shining emgirAind the cloud of silence is like a
flourishing amaranth. Anéthe cloud of the middle region is like a pure jaicifAnd when the

righteous one appeared in Nature, then — when Bli3wvas angry — she felt hurt, and she gradig&d
to Morphaia to visit heaven. The righteous onewiduring twelve periods that he may visit them

during one® period, in order that his time may be completedtkjyj and Nature may become idle.

Blessed are they who guard themselves againdPtreritage of death, which is the burdensome water
of darkness. For it will not be possible to congtirem in a few moments, since they hasten to come

forth from the error of th&>world. And if they are conquered, they will be kepck from them and be
tormented in the darkness until the time of thescommation. When the consummatfdthas come
and Nature has been destroyed, then their thoughtseparate from the Darkness. Nature has
burdened them for a short time. And ti?-éyvill be in the ineffable light of the unbegottenip
without a form. And thus is the mind as | have $edth 3%the first.



Henceforth, O Shengo in grace and continue in faith upon the eartin.dvery power of light and fire
will be completed by md9 because of you. For without you they will not beealed untiyou speak
them openly. When you cease to be upon the ehgi will ® be given to the worthy ones. And apart
from this proclamation, let them speak about yoorughe earth, since they will take the carefree and

agreeable land.
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