
Victor I
The following text is from Eusebius, Hist. Eccl.. Eusebius refers to Victor I, the bishop of Rome at the 
end of the second century. 

H.E. 5.23.2 

2 Synods and assemblies of bishops were held on this account, and all, with one consent, through 
mutual correspondence drew. up an ecclesiastical decree, that the mystery of the resurrection of the 
Lord should be celebrated on no other but the Lord's day, and that we should observe the close of the 
paschal fast on this day only. There is still extant a writing of those who were then assembled in 
Palestine, over whom Theophilus, bishop of Caesarea, and Narcissus, bishop of Jerusalem, presided. 
And there is also another writing extant of those who were assembled at Rome to consider the same 
question, which bears the name of Bishop Victor; also of the bishops in Pontus over whom Palmas, as 
the oldest, presided; and of the parishes in Gaul of which Irenaeus was bishop, and of those in 
Osrhoëne and the cities there; and a personal letter of Bacchylus, bishop of the church at Corinth, and 
of a great many others, who uttered the same opinion and judgment, and cast the same vote. 

H. E. 5.28.6-7 

6 How then since the opinion held by the Church has been preached for so many years, can its 
preaching have been delayed as they affirm, until the times of Victor? And how is it that they are not 
ashamed to speak thus falsely of Victor, knowing well that he cut off from communion Theodotus, the 
cobbler, the leader and father of this God-denying apostasy, and the first to declare that Christ is mere 
man? For if Victor agreed with their opinions, as their slander affirms, how came he to cast out 
Theodotus, the inventor of this heresy?" 

7 So much in regard to Victor. His bishopric lasted ten years, and Zephyrinus was appointed his 
successor about the ninth year of the reign of Severus. 


