
IRENAEUS:

In his book against Marcion, Justin does well say: “I would not have believed the Lord Himself, if 
He had announced any other than He who is our framer, maker, and nourisher. But because the 
only-begotten Son came to us from the one God, who both made this world and formed us, and 
contains and administers all things, summing up His own handiwork in Himself, my faith 
towards Him is stedfast, and my love to the Father immoveable, Godbestowing both upon us.”

(IE 4.6.2)

Truly has Justin remarked: That before the Lord’s appearance Satan never dared to blaspheme 
God, inasmuch as he did not yet know his own sentence, because it was contained in parables 
and allegories; but that after the Lord’s appearance, when he had clearly ascertained from the 
words of Christ and His apostles that eternal fire has been pre-pared for him as he apostatized 
from God of his own free-will, and likewise for all who unrepentant continue in the apostasy, he 
now blasphemes, by means of such men, the Lord who brings judgment [upon him] as being 
already condemned, and imputes the guilt of his apostasy to his Maker, not to his own 
voluntary disposition. Just as it is with those who break the laws, when punishment overtakes 
them: they throw the blame upon those who frame the laws, but not upon themselves. In like 
manner do those men, filled with a satanic spirit, bring innumerable accusations against our 
Creator, who has both given to us the spirit of life, and established a law adapted for all; and 
they will not admit that the judgment of God is just. Wherefore also they set about imagining 
some other Father who neither cares about nor exercises a providence over our affairs, nay, 
one who even approves of all sins.

(IE 5.26.2) 

EUSEBIUS:

He (Justin) wrote also a work against Marcion,  in which he states that the latter was alive at the 
time he wrote. He speaks as follows: “And there is a certain Marcion of Pontus, who is even 
now still teaching his followers to think that there is some other God greater than the creator. 
And by the aid of the demons he has persuaded many of every race of men to utter blasphemy, 
and to deny that the maker of this universe is the father of Christ, and to confess that some 
other, greater than he, was the creator. And all who followed them are, as we have said, called 
Christians, just as the name of philosophy is given to philosophers, although they may have no 
doctrines in common.”

(EE 4.11.8-9)

And the discourses of the man were thought so worthy of study even by the ancients, that 
Irenæus quotes his words: for instance, in the fourth book of his work Against Heresies, where 
he writes as follows: “And Justin well says in his work against Marcion, that he would not have 
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believed the Lord himself if he had preached another God besides the Creator”; and again in the 
fifth book of the same work he says: “And Justin well said that before the coming of the Lord 
Satan never dared to blaspheme God, because he did not yet know his condemnation.”

(EE 4.18.9)
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